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Measuring Mediated Deliberation in Hong Kong Newspapers: 
Case Studies of the Hong Kong Section of the Express Rail 
Link and the Hong Kong International Airport Three-Runway 
System Construction Projects 
by 
NG Ka Chun 
Master of Philosophy 
In contemporary societies, the role of the mass media is indispensable in the 
process of opinion formation on public policies and the mass media is also the major 
communicative setting that offers an arena for truly public deliberation, in other words, 
the public deliberation process in contemporary societies is largely mediated with the 
help of professional communicators. As such, the role of the mass media in 
constructing mediated deliberation is important in contemporary societies, but this 
research field is still somewhat underdeveloped. 
This thesis investigates the role of Hong Kong newspapers in constructing 
mediated deliberation and measures the deliberative quality of Hong Kong newspapers. 
Specifically, this thesis examines whether and to what extent Hong Kong newspapers 
could make a contribution to the public deliberation process by offering deliberative 
elements. I have selected two Hong Kong’s infrastructure disputes as case studies to 
assess the performance of Hong Kong newspapers in handling these two disputes. The 
first case is the construction of the Hong Kong Section of the Express Rail Link (HKS). 
The second case is the construction of Three-Runway System at the Hong Kong 
International Airport (3RS). 
This study is based on content analysis of editorials and op-eds in Hong Kong 
newspapers. It investigates the deliberative quality of Hong Kong newspapers through 
four main perspectives: the adequacy of media coverage on the selected cases; the 
diversity of viewpoints; the quality of reason-giving; and the degree of responsiveness 
and respectfulness. The corpus of the analyzed articles amounts to 217 pieces from 4 
major Chinese-language newspapers in Hong Kong. 
The research findings present a mixed picture. The findings suggest that Hong 
Kong newspapers had a relatively better performance on some of the measurement 
criteria, such as the quality of reason-giving. On the other hand, the findings also show 
that Hong Kong newspapers failed on some of the key themes that deliberative 
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Introduction: Mediated Deliberation in Hong Kong Newspapers 
1.1 Introduction and statement of purpose 
In contemporary societies, the role of the mass media is important in the process 
of opinion formation on public policies, and the mass media is also the major 
communicative setting that provides such a wide space for truly public deliberation 
(Pomatto & Seddone, 2017; Wessler, 2008; Wessler & Schultz, 2007). Indeed, Page 
(1996) argued that “in modern societies, however, public deliberation is (and probably 
must be) largely mediated, with professional communicators rather than ordinary 
citizens talking to each other and to the public through mass media of communications” 
(p.1). Page further explained the reasons why public deliberation must be mediated in 
contemporary societies. First, as the population size nowadays is huge, it is not feasible 
to allow a large group of people to communicate with each other simultaneously. 
Second, the complexity of contemporary social problems makes it difficult for the 
public to be well-informed about the social problems without the help of professional 
communicators. Therefore, the role of the mass media in constructing mediated 
deliberation is crucial in contemporary societies, but this research field is still 
somewhat underdeveloped.   
By studying newspaper content, rather than other forms of mass media, this thesis 
tries to measure the quality of mediated deliberation in Hong Kong newspapers in 
order to understand if the professional communicators in Hong Kong could play their 
role (a mediator) well or not. There are several reasons supporting this decision.1 
 
1 The more comprehensive discussion of the uniqueness of the print media is provided in the 
literature review (Section 1.5 of this chapter). 
2 
 
First, comparing newspapers with the other major media outlets, such as radio and 
television, newspaper content provides a more diversified range of voices, ideas and 
concerns, as newspaper content includes speakers other than only elites and 
government officials, it helps researchers to understand mediated deliberation with 
specific approaches (Maia, 2009). Furthermore, scholars pointed out that talk shows 
on television have become a fora for verbal combat and entertainment, but not a place 
for rational deliberation in recent years (Wessler & Schultz, 2007). Moreover, the role 
of newspapers is important in Hong Kong politics. Wong and Chan (2015) conducted 
a study to investigate how newspaper reports might influence readers’ perception 
towards certain issues. They used the Occupy Movement in 2014 as a case study and 
divided the participants of this research into three categories.2 According to their 
findings, newspaper content may have the capability to shape and affect readers’ 
positions towards the Occupy Movement. They compared people who are the readers 
of Apple Daily (AD) and people who are the readers of other newspapers and found 
that the readers of AD are more likely to be the supporters of the Occupy Movement. 
Their findings indicated that newspaper content could not only provide information to 
readers but also able to shape or change readers’ positions towards certain issues. Thus, 
in view of the importance and uniqueness of newspaper content, it is worthwhile for 
researchers to study newspaper content. 
Two cases have been selected as case studies. The first case is the Hong Kong 
Section of the Express Rail Link construction project (HKS). The second case is the 
construction of Three-Runway System at the Hong Kong International Airport (3RS). 
The reasons for selecting these two cases are stated as follows. 
 
2 Wong and Chan divided participants into three categories according to their positions towards the 
Occupy Movement: 1) the supporters of the Occupy Movement; 2) the opponents of the Occupy 
Movement; and 3) neutral. 
3 
 
Firstly, these two infrastructure projects have been the most controversial 
infrastructure projects in the post-handover era, one of the major concerns is related to 
the construction cost. For the HKS construction project, the funding proposals were 
approved by the Legislative Council (LegCo) in 2010 and stated that the construction 
cost was estimated to be HK$66.9 billion at money-of-the-day prices (Hong Kong 
Legislative Council, 2010). 3  For the 3RS construction project, according to the 
Airport Authority Hong Kong4 (AAHK) (2016), the latest estimated cost is HK$141.5 
billion at money-of-the-day prices.5 As such, these two projects have caused wide 
public concern and become a hot topic among the general public, this is one of the 
reasons why I have selected these two cases as case studies. 
Secondly, as these two projects have been subjects of public discussion for a long 
period of time, the media coverage on these two projects is adequate. In other words, 
there are adequate samples (newspaper articles) for me to conduct further analysis.6 
Moreover, the people in society also manifested adequate awareness towards these two 
large-scale infrastructure projects. According to the survey conducted by City 
University of Hong Kong in 2011, at that moment of time, more than 80% of 
respondents were aware that Hong Kong is going to build the HKS (“More than 60% 
of respondents”, 2011). For the case of the 3RS, the survey conducted by Democratic 
Alliance for the Betterment and Progress of Hong Kong (DAB) in 2014 also stated 
 
3 The HKS project was completed in 2018 at a cost of HK$84.4 billion. Further information about 
this project available at the website, South China Morning Post. (2018): High-speed rail link between 
Hong Kong and mainland China will struggle to make money say critics, as they challenge claims it 
will be profitable from day one. Retrieved 8 November, 2017 from 
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/hong-kong-economy/article/2161299/high-speed-rail-link-
between-hong-kong-and-mainland 
4 AAHK is a statutory body and wholly owned by the Hong Kong SAR Government, AAHK is 
responsible for the development and daily operation of airport. Further information about AAHK is 
available at the website, The Airport Authority Hong Kong. (2016): Introduction of the three-runway 
system. Retrieved 8 November, 2017 from https://www.hongkongairport.com/eng/future/three-
runway-system/index.html 
5 The detailed background of the two selected cases is provided in Section 1.4 of this Chapter. 
6 The data screening method of this study is discussed in Chapter 2. 
4 
 
that more than 90% of respondents were aware that the AAHK is going to expand the 
airport into a three-runway system (Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and 
Progress of Hong Kong, 2014).7 Therefore, the high public awareness and adequate 
media coverage indicate that these two projects have been subjects of public discussion 
among the general public for a long time, this is another reason why these two cases 
have been selected. 
The objective of this study is to gain a better understanding of the quality of 
mediated deliberation in Hong Kong newspapers and operationalize the idea of 
deliberation in the media. As mentioned above, the role of the mass media in 
constructing a forum for deliberation is important in modern societies. However, to a 
large extent, it is still an underdeveloped research field. Wessler (2008) developed a 
normative public deliberation model and he has encouraged researchers to integrate 
his deliberation model in the comparative empirical analysis of media content and 
argued that the empirical analysis of mediated deliberation should further “de-
Westernize”. As inspired by Wessler, I tried to extend the research to the Asian context 
and investigate the quality of mediated deliberation in Hong Kong newspapers. 
 
1.2 Analytical framework 
This thesis is most interested in investigating the mediated deliberation in Hong 
Kong newspapers and operationalizing the concept of deliberation in Hong Kong 
newspapers. This section describes the deliberative approach of this thesis.  
 
 
7 DAB is the largest pro-Beijing political party founded in 1992 in Hong Kong, the above-mentioned 
survey was conducted between November 2013 and January 2014, the sample size of this survey was 
348 respondents aged between 16 and 40. 
5 
 
As a starting point, there is a need to clarify what the applicable concepts and 
theories will be.8 As the theoretical ideal of deliberative democracy is difficult to be 
unproblematically applied in reality, the idea of an ‘ideal speech situation’ proposed 
by Habermas is an example, it is hard to apply all of the principles of this model in 
reality, for example, it is not feasible to allow everyone in society to participate in the 
deliberation without any limitations due to limitations of time and resources 
(Habermas, 1990; Pilon, 2009). Therefore, in order to apply the deliberative 
democratic theory in reality, researchers have to make modifications to the theoretical 
ideal of deliberative democracy. For example, Steenbergen and his colleagues 
followed Habermas’ discourse ethics and developed the Discourse Quality Index 
(DQI), Steenbergen and his colleagues modified Habermas’ idea of ‘validity claims’ 
and extended it into a ‘four levels of justification’ to evaluate the speeches that 
legislators made in parliaments, the four levels of justification are: no justification; 
inferior justification; qualified justification; and sophisticated justification 
(Steenbergen, Bächtiger, Spörndli & Steiner, 2003).9 The development of the DQI 
showed that how deliberative democracy theorists operationalize and integrate the 
deliberative democracy in reality. Therefore, after clarifying the applicable concepts 
and theories, the second step involves justifying how these concepts and theories will 
be applied in the context of this study. 
Many scholars have contributed to the development of deliberative democracy and 
suggested different approaches for understanding deliberative democracy. However, 
in order to operationalize the ways to measure the deliberative quality of Hong Kong 
newspapers, I have decided to borrow the DQI and have modified it in order to apply 
it to the context of this study. As mentioned above, the theoretical foundation of the 
 
8 Further explanation of concepts and theories is provided in the literature review. 
9 The distinctions between different levels of justification are discussed in the literature review. 
6 
 
DQI is based on Habermas’ insights about democratic deliberation, Habermas and 
other scholars believed that in order to reach the ideal form of deliberation, participants 
in the deliberation should adhere to several principles (Cohen, 1989; Chambers, 1995; 
Habermas, 1990; Steenbergen et al., 2003).10 The principles are stated as follows. 
First, the chance for participating in the deliberation should be opened to every 
competent individual and every individual should be allowed to express their views 
freely and without any coercion. Second, for the purpose of achieving a meaningful 
deliberation, it requires reasonable justifications, and these justifications should be 
logically coherent in order to convince other participants and audience. Third, 
participants should think of the common good and the interest of the community at 
large. Fourth, participants should respect each other, listen to the others’ views and 
arguments and respond to them in a respectful manner. Finally, the ideal type of 
deliberation aims to arrive at a rationally motivated consensus, which is what 
deliberative democracy theorists call constructive politics. 
Based on the above principles, Steenbergen and his colleagues integrated them into 
the coding categories of the DQI. With the decision of applying the DQI and Habermas’ 
criteria in investigating the quality of mediated deliberation in Hong Kong newspapers, 
I have made several modifications. For example, one of the coding categories of the 
DQI concerns the process of consensus building, but it is exceedingly difficult for me 
to measure it in this study. As the deliberation occurred in the media is not like the 
parliamentary discussions, it is hard to determine whether the speaker (the author of a 
newspaper article) has tried to reach a consensus with others or not. Moreover, even 
though the consensus could be reached among various stakeholders in society, it is 
difficult to judge whether it is the contribution of the mediated deliberation occurred 
 




in newspapers, or it is the contribution of other factors, as there are numerous factors 
could affect the consensus building process. Therefore, this is one of the examples 
illustrating how I have made modifications on the DQI and the rationale behind.11 
As such, this thesis is based on the following applicable indicators for measuring 
mediated deliberation. Through the process of clarifying the applicable indicators for 
understanding mediated deliberation, it helps me to formulate the analytical 
framework and further develop the research questions of this thesis. 
 




Figure 1. The analytical framework of this thesis12 
 
 
12 The reason for only selecting editorials and op-eds for further analysis is discussed in detail in Section 2.5 of chapter 2. 
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1.3 Research questions 
Based on the analytical framework that I stated in Section 1.2 of this chapter and 
with the purpose of measuring the quality of mediated deliberation in Hong Kong 
newspapers, I developed several research questions for guiding this research and this 
thesis makes an attempt to address these questions. 
Firstly, how much were the two cases actually covered in Hong Kong 
newspapers in a certain period?13 According to Renwick and Lamb (2013), they 
analyzed the quality of referendum debate in the UK print media and selected the UK’s 
2011 electoral reform referendum as a case study. Renwick and Lamb argued that the 
prerequisite of a quality debate is an adequate media coverage and discussion so as to 
allow people in society noticed that the debate is processing, and relevant information 
can be conveyed. Thus, the quantity of debate is the first and fundamental research 
question. To answer this question, I counted the number of relevant articles and 
volume of discussion within those articles. 
 Secondly, what was the balance in the presence of supporting and opposing 
arguments? The balance of viewpoints is another important question, it is a common 
criterion that adopted by scholars to analyze the deliberative quality and also viewed 
as a pre-condition of quality deliberation. As deliberative democracy theorists 
emphasized that, the media should provide adequate space for different viewpoints so 
as to facilitate readers to decide their own position rationally afterwards (Nisbet & 
Huge, 2008; Fishkin, 2009; Renwick & Lamb, 2013). To answer this question, I 
assessed the balance in the presence of different sides’ arguments related to the two 
selected cases, to see whether Hong Kong newspapers could provide adequate space 
for different viewpoints. 
 
13 The data screening method of this research is discussed in Chapter 2. 
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Thirdly, when the authors of the editorials and op-eds proposed their own 
arguments and positions, were the reasons or evidence provided in order to 
justify their positions?14 And, further, were these reasons or evidence sound and 
solid? It is because the quality of reason-giving is another indispensable component 
for a quality debate and it is central to deliberative democracy (Ettema, 2007). 
Moreover, Renwick and Lamb (2013) argued that the presence of evidence is 
important for the authors to consolidate their arguments or positions and these 
evidence-based arguments should provide chances for readers to make their own 
judgement on the issue, no matter what positions of the authors are. Therefore, the 
quality of reason-giving should be investigated. To answer this question, I used the 
DQI and its indicators to measure the quality of reason-giving by judging the 
completeness of the justifications.15 
Finally, to what extent, the authors of the editorials and op-eds showed their 
willingness to listen and respond to conflicting viewpoints? And, further, were 
they responding to these conflicting viewpoints in a respectful manner? To 
achieve the goal of a legitimate deliberation, the authors should be willing to listen and 
respond to conflicting viewpoints respectfully (Fishkin & Luskin, 2005). Therefore, 
this question was developed to see if Hong Kong newspapers can achieve the goal of 
legitimate deliberation. To answer this question, I counted the number of 
counterarguments in the analyzed articles to see whether the authors were willing to 
respond to conflicting viewpoints. Also, in order to assess the criterion of 
respectfulness, I investigated if the authors used any disrespectful languages 
throughout their articles. 
 
14 In this study, I only selected editorials and op-eds for analysis. The reason for this decision is 
provided in Section 2.5 of chapter 2. 
15 The more detailed discussion of the DQI is included in the literature review and Chapter 2.  
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1.4 Background of the cases 
Prior to further discussing the research findings, more detailed historical 
background information about the two selected cases should be provided in order to 
enhance readers’ understanding about these two controversial issues. Therefore, this 
section sets out the historical background of the two selected cases.  
1.4.1 The construction of the Hong Kong Section of the Express Rail Link (HKS)16 
 The initiative of constructing the HKS of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong 
Express Rail Link (XRL) could be traced back to the early 2000s, at that moment of 
time, the HKS was first suggested for implementation under the Railway Development 
Strategy 2000. It stated that the HKS is a 26-km railway, which would be an 
underground railway starting from West Kowloon to the border of Hong Kong and 
finally connecting with the national high-speed rail network (Hong Kong Legislative 
Council, 2010). 
 The issue of constructing the HKS has once again become the hot topic of society 
since 2005. According to Hong Kong Legislative Council (2010), the then Kowloon 
Canton Railway Corporation suggested two alignment plans for the HKS construction 
project in 2005, they suggest the Government could build a new dedicated railway 
from West Kowloon to the boundary (the Dedicated Corridor Plan) or share the rail 
tracks of the West Rail Line, the proposed Northern Link and a new railway to the 
boundary of Hong Kong (the Shared Corridor Plan). There was a hot debate on 
whether the Government should adopt the Dedicated Corridor Plan or the Shared 
Corridor Plan.  
 
16 For more detailed information of the HKS project, it is available at the website, Hong Kong 
Executive Council (2010): Background brief on the Hong Kong section of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-




In 2006, after the consideration of the financial aspect and various potential 
impacts, the Chief Executive-in-Council (CE-in-Council) 17  decided that the 
construction of the HKS should adopt the Shared Corridor Plan (Hong Kong 
Legislative Council, 2010). However, because of several significant changes were 
made by the Mainland Government, in view of the changes and the effectiveness of 
the HKS, CE-in-Council changed its decision in 2007 and decided that the construction 
of the HKS should adopt the Dedicated Corridor Plan (Hong Kong Legislative Council, 
2010). 
 In October 2008, the former Chief Executive (CE) Donald Tsang announced that 
the HKS of XRL construction project as one of the 10 major infrastructure projects 
and started the detailed design work in January 2009 (Hong Kong Legislative Council, 
2010). After that, CE-in-Council approved the construction of the HKS project and the 
suggestion of the Government to seek funding approval from Finance Committee in 
October, so that the project could be launched before the end of 2009 and completed 







17 As stipulated in the Basic Law, the Executive Council (ExCo) is responsible to assist the CE in 
policy making, the CE shall consult the Executive Council prior to making major policy decisions and 
the CE has the ultimate power to make the final decisions. If the CE does not agree with a majority 
view of the ExCo, he or she shall justify the reasons behind on record. Further information about the 
ExCo is available at the website, Hong Kong Executive Council (2017): Purview of the Executive 
Council. Retrieved 10 November 2017 from https://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco/eng/index.htm 
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 For the purpose of implementing the construction works, the Government 
submitted the funding proposals in December 2009 and asked for the approval of the 
Finance Committee.18  Finally, the relevant funding proposals were endorsed by the 
Finance committee in January 2010.19 
Therefore, to define the analysis period of this research, for the case of the HKS 
construction project, as the LegCo approved the relevant funding proposals on 16 
January 2010, I suggest the analysis period should be 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010, 
around 6 months before and after the funding proposals approval date. 
 
1.4.2 The construction of the Three-Runway System at the Hong Kong 
International Airport (3RS)20 
 The initiative of expanding Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA) into a three-
runway system has been proposed by AAHK since 2008 in order to meet future air 
traffic demand (Hong Kong Legislative Council, 2016). In June 2011, AAHK included 
the 3RS development plan into the HKIA Master Plan 2030 and launched a three-
month public consultation to collect public opinions (Hong Kong Legislative Council, 
2016). 
 
18 According to the funding proposals released by the LegCo in 2010, the estimated cost of the 
railway works, non-railway works and the special ex-gratia payments were HKD $55 billion, HKD 
$11.8 billion and HKD $86 million respectively. Therefore, the estimated cost of the whole project 
was HKD $66.9 billion. Further information about the proposals is available at the website, Hong 
Kong Legislative Council (2010): Background brief on the Hong Kong section of the Guangzhou-
Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link. Retrieved 8 November 2017 from 
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr09-10/english/panels/tp/tp_rdp/papers/tp_rdp0706cb1-2288-e.pdf 
19 For the voting records of the motion on the construction of the HKS, please see Appendix A. 
20 For more detailed information of the 3RS project, such as the detailed funding proposals, it is 
available at the website, Hong Kong Executive Council (2016): Background brief on issues relating to 
the development of the three-runway system at the Hong Kong International Airport. Retrieved 8 




 In March 2012, the ExCo approved in-principle that AAHK may adopt the 3RS 
development plan as a future direction for HKIA (Hong Kong Legislative Council, 
2016). Starting from 2012 to 2014, AAHK was working on Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) to measure the potential environmental impacts of the 3RS project 
and proposed various environmental mitigation measures (Hong Kong Legislative 
Council, 2016). In November 2014, the Director of Environmental Protection 
approved AAHK’s EIA Report. 
Finally, in March 2015, the ExCo confirmed the need of the 3RS system at HKIA 
at the ExCo meeting and requested AAHK to further optimize the financial 
arrangement proposal of the 3RS project and also suggested AAHK should expand the 
scale of borrowing from the market in order to lower the Airport Construction Fee 
(ACF) level (Hong Kong Legislative Council, 2016).21  
Therefore, to define the analysis period of this research, for the case of the 3RS 
construction project, as the ExCo approved the project on 17 March 2015, I suggest 
the analysis period should be 1 September 2014 to 31 August 2015, also around 6 
months before and after the approval date (i.e. 17 March 2015) (Hong Kong 
Legislative Council, 2016).22 
 
 
21 In order to raise funds for the 3RS project, AAHK introduced a new ACF as part of the financial 
arrangement. ACF is collected on air tickets issued on or after 1 August 2016. Airlines will collect 
ACF from departing passengers, including origin/destination and transfer/transit, at HKIA when air 
tickets are issued. Further information about the ACF is available at the website, Hong Kong 
Executive Council (2016): Background brief on issues relating to the development of the three-
runway system at the Hong Kong International Airport. Retrieved 8 November, 2017 from 
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr16-17/english/hc/sub_com/hs102/papers/hs10220161205cb4-197-2-e.pdf 
22 As AAHK was able to raise sufficient funds in order to support the 3RS project and AAHK did not 
ask the Government to provide any direct financial support to the 3RS project. Under this 
arrangement, the Government approved the construction plan submitted by AAHK without the 
endorsement of the LegCo. Moreover, according to the rule of confidentiality of ExCo, the 
Government could not provide the content of discussion of the ExCo to the public. Therefore, the 
official voting record of the 3RS project is not available. 
15 
 
1.5 Literature review 
1.5.1 Definition of “mediated deliberation” 
The term “mediated deliberation” is the most important theoretical concept of this 
study. Typically, deliberation occurs when there is any controversy and it involves 
people exchanging their opinions on issues related to public interest in a respectful 
manner, justifying their views and listening to viewpoints of others (Chambers, 2003; 
Steenbergen et al., 2003). Therefore, mediated deliberation is a form of deliberation 
which following the concept of deliberative democracy, it can be achieved through the 
mass media and the role of the mass media is like a mediator between the elites and 
the public (Gastil, 2008). For the responsibilities of the mass media, Gastil further 
argued that the professional communicators in the media system are responsible for 
conveying information and different viewpoints to the public in order to facilitate the 
effective public deliberation can be carried out. Another scholar, Benjamin Page, he 
proposed that mediated deliberation is the idea of a “division of labor”, as mentioned 
above, in contemporary societies, it is not feasible for the public to communicate with 
each other or for the elites to achieve effective public deliberation without the help of 
professional communicators (Page, 1996). Therefore, in Page’s perspective, for the 
purposes of overcoming the modern problems and building the connection between 
the elites and the public, to a large extent, the public deliberation process is heavily 
relied on the mass media and the role of the mass media is to create a deliberative 
space and encourage citizens to take part in the deliberation process. 
From this, it can be seen that the mass media plays a significant role in the public 
deliberation process, media companies may have intentions to operate according to 
their own certain news-making values and positions and then try to dominate the public 
opinion by systematically preferring certain types of information and filtering out 
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others in order to achieve their own goals (Maia, 2009). Thus, the performance of 
Hong Kong newspapers in the mediated deliberation is worthy of study in order to see 
whether Hong Kong media companies could make contributions to the public 
deliberation process. 
1.5.2 Definition of “deliberative democracy” 
 Another important theoretical concept of this study is “deliberative democracy” 
and it should be clearly defined. It is a type of democracy in which the public 
deliberation is central to the process of decision-making, it adheres to the principles of 
consensus decision-making and majority rule (Chambers, 2003). Chambers further 
defined what deliberative democracy is and identified the differences between the 
traditional democratic theory and the deliberative democratic theory in his study: 
In particular, it claims to be a more just and indeed democratic way of dealing with 
pluralism than aggregative or realist models of democracy. Thus, it begins with a 
turning away from liberal individualist or economic understandings of democracy 
and toward a view anchored in conceptions of accountability and discussion. Talk-
centric democratic theory replaces voting-centric democratic theory. Voting-centric 
views see democracy as the arena in which fixed preferences and interests compete 
via fair mechanisms of aggregation. In contrast, deliberative democracy focuses on 
the communicative processes of opinion and will-formation that precede 
voting......deliberative democracy is not usually thought of as an alternative to 
representative democracy. It is rather an expansion of representative democracy. 
(p.308) 
 In view of Chambers and other deliberative democracy theorists, democracy 
should be talk-centric, but not voting-centric and it is not merely the aggregation of 
pre-existing and fixed preferences which occurs in voting (Chambers, 2003; Page, 
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1996; Pilon, 2009). Yet, it is a process in which political actors listen to different 
viewpoints, justify their stances in a reasonable and logical way, respect each other, 
and are willing to respond to different opinions rationally and respectfully (Chambers, 
2003; Steenbergen et al., 2003). It can also be seen that in view of deliberative 
democracy theorists, deliberation should be carried out on the basis of mutual respect 
and participants should always uphold this principle in order to ensure the deliberative 
quality and have a higher chance to arrive at a more deliberatively-justified and 
legitimate decision, according to Kuyper (2018), he explained the instrumental values 
of deliberative democracy in his study and argued that deliberation could generate 
popular support for a decision, he further illustrated that “when decision-making 
approaches the deliberative ideal of respectful and rational argumentation, the highest 
rates of perceived legitimacy are attained”(p.12). Thus, deliberative democracy 
theorists argue that there should be an authentic deliberation before the decision-
making process in order to have a higher chance to arrive at a legitimate democratic 
decision, Kuyper’s study also highlighted another important point, namely, apart from 
providing reasonable justifications, it is also important for participants to uphold and 
adhere to the principle of mutual respect during the deliberation process, in other words, 
it could be said that using disrespectful languages to stigmatize others during the 





23 This section (1.5.2 of chapter 1) tried to review the notion of deliberative democracy and based on 
the core principles of deliberative democracy that I mentioned in this section, I further developed the 
coding scheme for this study. Further elaboration on the coding procedures and categories is provided 
in Section 2.6 of chapter 2. 
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1.5.3 The political context and the media landscape of Hong Kong 
Prior to further discussing the research findings, more detailed background 
information about the political context and the media landscape of Hong Kong should 
be provided in order to enhance readers’ understanding. Therefore, this section sets 
out the background information relating to Hong Kong’s political context and media 
landscape. 
1.5.3.1 Hong Kong’s political context 
 From the 1840s to June 1997, Hong Kong was a colony under British rule. In July 
1997, Hong Kong’s sovereignty was transferred to China and Hong Kong has become 
a special administrative region with a high degree of autonomy and in accordance with 
“one country, two systems” principle, the socialist system and policies would not be 
practised in Hong Kong, Hong Kong’s capitalist system and its way of life would 
remain unchanged for 50 years until 2047 (Basic Law Promotion Steering Committee., 
2017). 
In fact, Hong Kong’s political system could be regarded as undemocratic during 
the majority of the colonial period. However, since the 1980s, the colonial government 
started introducing democratic reforms to the legislature in a gradual manner. In 1985, 
the colonial government introduced indirect and functional constituency elections to 
LegCo. In 1991, direct elections were introduced to LegCo and 18 seats were directly 
elected. In 1995, all the appointed seats were abolished and the colonial government 
also further increased the number of directly elected and functional constituency seats. 
Even though there have been many calls for the implementation of full-scale direct 
elections for all the seats in the LegCo, the goal has thus far not been achieved. 
Currently, half of the LegCo members are elected by direct elections and another half 
of them are still elected by the functional constituencies. Therefore, in view of the 
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existence of functional constituencies, Hong Kong’s LegCo could be regarded as a 
semi-democratic legislature (Tam, 2017). 
For the executive branch, the CE is currently elected by a 1200-member Election 
Committee instead of by universal suffrage and most of the members in the Election 
Committee are elected by the voters in the functional constituencies, religious 
organizations and municipal and central government bodies. However, the size of the 
eligible electorate of the Election Committee is relatively small and the CE Election 
has therefore been widely criticized as a “small-circle election” by members of society 
(Ma, 2012). Although the then CE CY Leung introduced the constitutional reform 
proposal in 2014 and stipulated that the CE can be elected by universal suffrage 
starting from 2017 in accordance with the NPCSC’s 31 August 2014 decision and 
relevant articles as stipulated in the Basic Law, members of society strongly criticized 
this constitutional reform as a “fake” universal suffrage (Chan, 2014). Finally, the 
constitutional reform proposal was vetoed by the LegCo in June 2015. Given that the 
CE is not elected by universal suffrage and the size and the electorate base of the 
Election Committee are small, it can be seen that the political system of Hong Kong is 
only semi-democratic (Ma, 2012). 
In short, in view of the presence of functional constituency seats in the LegCo 
and the size and the electorate base of the Election Committee are small, it can be seen 
that Hong Kong could be regarded as a hybrid and semi-democratic regime in the post-
handover era. 
1.5.3.2 Hong Kong’s media landscape 
 In the post-handover era, Article 27 of the Basic Law provides that Hong Kong 
residents shall have the freedom of speech, of the press and of publication in 
accordance with law (Basic Law Promotion Steering Committee., 2017). As such, 
although some of the newspapers which are regarded as pro-democracy and anti-
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government, such as Apple Daily, they are still allowed to make and sell their 
publications in Hong Kong. But on the other hand, it can still be seen that some of the 
media companies have gradually become pro-China or even acquired by pro-China 
figures in the post-handover era, for example, South China Morning Post, one of the 
most prominent English-language newspapers in Hong Kong, was acquired by Alibaba 
in 2016 and Alibaba said that one of the important aims of this acquisition is to improve 
China’s image and counter “Western bias” (Pereira, 2015). It can be seen that the pro-
China figures have played an increasingly prominent role in Hong Kong’s media 
landscape. 
Apart from this, the problem of self-censorship and the decline of press freedom 
have become increasingly serious in the post-handover era. According to the Hong 
Kong Journalists Association (2019), they released the latest press freedom index in 
April 2019 and the survey report stated that:  
Nevertheless, 81% of the journalists responding said press freedom in Hong Kong 
had worsened compared to a year ago. This includes the 25% that described it as 
“much worse”. Self-censorship and pressure from the Central Government are 
listed as the top factors in their assessment of press freedom (para 12). 
 To summarize, as can be seen from the above, China has played an increasing 
important role in Hong Kong’s media landscape in the post-handover era. Besides, the 
survey conducted by Hong Kong Journalists Associations showed that more and more 
people in society, including media professionals, deemed that the Chinese Central 
Government is the major cause leading to the decline of press freedom. It should be 
noted that the problem of self-censorship and the decline of press freedom may pose a 




1.5.4 Existing literature on Hong Kong’s political communication 
 This section reviews the existing literature on Hong Kong’s political 
communication. Indeed, many political scientists and communications researchers in 
Hong Kong have made contributions to this research field. Lee and Chan (2009) 
conducted content analysis of editorials published by five major Hong Kong 
newspapers in the period of 1998 to 2006 in order to see whether and to what extent 
the newspapers in Hong Kong have adopted certain strategies in their editorials to 
avoid and minimize political risks in the post-handover era. Their findings showed that 
except Wen Wei Po, the other selected newspapers tended to adopt a corresponding set 
of strategies in order to avoid discussing sensitive political topics in their editorials. 
But while these newspapers tended to avoid criticizing China directly, they also 
refrained from actively applauding the authorities, some of them would even strongly 
criticize the HKSAR Government. 
 Furthermore, Chan and Lee (2013) studied the media politics in post-handover 
Hong Kong in order to see whether the civil liberties have been curtailed and the media 
have been shackled in the post-handover era, the authors investigated Hong Kong 
media politics from different approaches, for example, the authors investigated the 
relationship between media and pro-democracy protests, the role of the media in 
shaping citizens’ national and local identities, and the degree of press freedom, etc. 
They argued that to a large extent, the civil liberties and press freedom have declined 
in post-handover Hong Kong, but the extents and speed have been lesser than many 
have predicted. 
 Apart from focusing on the traditional media, communications researchers in 
Hong Kong also interested in investigating the impacts of social media in the Internet 
age, for instance, a study conducted in 2017 explored whether and to what extent the 
reliance on Facebook as an information source may influence political opinions, the 
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authors selected Hong Kong’s political reform as a case study, they adopted the rolling 
survey method and collected 3,246 completed surveys, after conducting empirical 
analysis of these collected surveys, the findings indicated that reliance on Facebook as 
a source of information relates negatively to support for the political reform proposal 
(Lee, Lee, So, Leung, & Chan, 2017).  
 To sum up, as can be seen from the above, in the post-handover era, the political 
scientists and communications researchers have devoted a lot of effort in studying the  
long-standing concerns of media professionals, such as press freedom, self-censorship 
and the interactions between the media and the authorities so as to see whether the 
space and freedom for the local media have been declined after the handover. It can 
also be seen that more and more communications researchers have focused on the 
development and potential impacts of the new media in recent years. However, 
viewing from another perspective, it can be seen that scholars in Hong Kong rarely 
studied the media’s role in the policy deliberation process and investigated the local 
media from a deliberative approach, as I highlighted in Section 1.5.1 of this chapter, 
Page (1996) argued that given that the high complexity of contemporary social issues, 
it is difficult for the public to have a comprehensive picture about the social issues 
without the help of media, the role of media is like a fora for different actors to 
deliberate on social issues and its role is indispensable in the whole process. As such, 
apart from focusing on the long-standing concerns, it is also important to have a better 
understanding about Hong Kong media’s deliberative quality. This thesis has made an 
attempt to address this gap and to extend the scope of discussion in this research field. 
 
1.5.5 The uniqueness of the print media 
 In recent years, the rapid rise of the online media has changed the habits of media 
users, more and more users rely on the online media or other forms of media, such as 
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television to obtain information rather than the traditional print media. To a certain 
extent, there are many similar characteristics between the traditional print media and 
other forms of media, for example, they also aim at delivering information and 
informing the public about what actually happens in society and so forth. However, 
the print media is different, it is important to clarify its uniqueness in order to provide 
a basis for this research. 
 First of all, researchers can obtain a comprehensive picture from the print media. 
By reading newspaper content, researchers can obtain detailed information about 
certain issues, such as figures, data, words, photos, and the author’s name of the article. 
For example, Levintova (2010) investigated how the Russians and Poles view each 
other in the post-cold-war era. To approach this research, Levintova analyzed the 
contemporary Russian and Polish print media in order to obtain an accurate historical 
picture about their views on each other and values behind. Therefore, Levintova’s 
study showed that researchers can gather detailed and comprehensive information or 
the historical background of certain issues, or even values and attitudes towards certain 
issues through reading newspapers. By gathering such kind of useful information, 
researchers can figure out the image of reality and it helps them to conduct further 
analysis. 
 Furthermore, the print media has higher capacities to facilitate public deliberation. 
Wessler and Schultz (2007) evaluated the capacities of the mass media to foster public 
deliberation. They looked into the print media and television talk shows in their study. 
They pointed out that there are many commonalities between the print media and 
television talk shows, for instance, television also provides various settings for public 
deliberation and it can also serve as a platform for deliberation through collecting 
diverse opinions and views so that it can bring forward the discussion (Herbst, 1995; 
24 
 
Wessler & Schultz, 2007). However, Wessler and Schultz (2007) stated that “talk 
shows, it is claimed, become an arena for verbal combat, voyeurism and entertainment 
rather than for some form of rational deliberation” (p. 23). They analyzed the case of 
Germany and pointed out that the most popular television political talk show in 
Germany, Sabine Christiansen, has become a fora for harsh attacks because of the 
limited circle of participants and the rise of a ‘punditocracy’, which means that there 
are only a small number of opinion leaders and popular news shapers are influential 
so they further argued that it is difficult to achieve a thoughtful exchange of arguments 
and rational deliberation in talk shows. Instead, it is just an arena for participants to 
boast themselves. 
 On the contrary, Maia (2009) analyzed newspaper content in order to investigate 
the role of the newspapers in constructing mediated deliberation and selected the 2005 
referendum for prohibiting firearm sales in Brazil as a case study. In this article, Maia 
mentioned rather than studying the messages broadcasted by the free airtime programs, 
she analyzed newspaper content and justified that as newspaper content includes 
participants other than elites or government officials, more opportunities are provided 
for ordinary citizens or other participants to express their opinions in the newspapers. 
Therefore, a wider range of voices, ideas and concerns can be included in the 
newspapers and it helps researchers to gain new insights when exploring mediated 
deliberation.  
 Apart from the above Western studies, indeed, Nielsen (2017) also pointed out 
that the importance of the print media in Hong Kong’s media landscape. Nielsen’s 
research found that the print media remains as one of the popular media channels in 
Hong Kong. Nielsen’s study showed that those readers who read printed newspapers 
have not changed their habits, as the penetration of daily newspapers increased from 
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69% in 2015 to 71% in 2016, despite facing the rapid rise of digital media (See Figure 
2 for details). Nielsen also mentioned the percentage of readers who read both online 
and printed version of newspapers rose from 16% in 2015 to 23% in 2016. They argued 
that nowadays readers might keep relying on the printed version for in-depth news 
information, at the same time, they also rely on online newspapers for a more timely 
news update. Therefore, Nielsen’s study revealed that even though facing the rapid 
rise of the digital media and other media channels, the role of the print media is still 
influential in Hong Kong and many people in society still rely on newspapers to obtain 
information. 
 Hence, based on the unique characteristics of the print media mentioned above, 




Figure 2. The penetration rate of different forms of media channels in Hong Kong24 
 
 
24 The data is obtained from Nielsen Hong Kong. Nielsen is a global performance management company that provides data about what consumers watch and buy. The 
organization has studied the media consumption patterns of Hong Kong consumers since 1969, and published Nielsen Media index based on the research findings. Further 




1.5.6 Media as a public sphere 
 After explaining the uniqueness of the traditional print media and its role in Hong 
Kong’s media landscape, this section presents the concept of “public sphere” and 
explains its relationship with the media. 
 The concept of “public sphere” was originally proposed by German 
philosopher Jürgen Habermas, he defined that “…the public sphere as a virtual or 
imaginary community which does not necessarily exist in any identifiable space’’ 
(Habermas, 1989, p. 176). For Habermas, the public sphere is a discursive place for 
individuals, such as ordinary citizens to discuss public issues and a place where can 
mediate between the state and society. Also, in Habermas’ view, the public sphere has 
a potential impact over power by generating an important consensus which produces 
a consistent and coherent public opinion and by facilitating the state accountable to its 
people. Thus, the public sphere is a space for sharing information or knowledge and 
public debate, which means the ideal form of public sphere should consist of an open 
and rational discussion of all matters related to the public (Kellner, 2014). 
After proposing the concept of “public sphere”, some scholars conceptualized the 
mass media as a type of public sphere in contemporary societies. First of all, Habermas 
(2006) stressed that the media as a form of public sphere and emphasized its 
importance in the deliberation process, he argued that the modern political public 
sphere is difficult to function effectively without the participation of two types of 
actors, who are the professional communicators and the various social elites who 
create mediated political communication. Habermas further argued that the role of the 
mass media is to facilitate discourse in a public sphere. Moreover, as Kellner (2014) 




In this concluding section, I wish to argue that in the contemporary high-tech 
societies there is emerging a significant expansion and redefinition of the public sphere 
comprising new sites of information, discussion, contestation, political struggle, and 
organization that includes the broadcasting media and new cyberspaces as well as the 
face-to-face interactions of everyday life. (p.279) 
Thus, briefly speaking, the public sphere is a place in social daily life where 
individuals can have a free and open discussion on societal problems and public 
matters, and during the discussion process, it may pose a potential influence on 
political actions. In contemporary societies, according to Habermas’ and Kellner’s 
study that mentioned above, the mass media provides a platform for participants to 
have a discussion on different public matters, it plays an important role for constituting 
and maintaining a public sphere. Therefore, assessing the performance of the mass 
media in constituting and maintaining the public sphere in contemporary societies is 
an important research area in deliberative democracy, this thesis tries to contribute to 
this research area through measuring the performance of Hong Kong newspapers. 
1.5.7 Discourse Quality Index (DQI) 
Even though a clear and shareable assessment tool for understanding media 
deliberativeness is not yet available, there is still a need for an instrument for 
approaching this research. Therefore, as mentioned in Section 1.2 of this chapter, the 
DQI has been adopted for assessing the mediated deliberation performance of Hong 
Kong newspapers. Originally, the DQI was developed for studying parliamentary 
discussions and the developers of the DQI used it to code the debate in the UK 
Parliament and showed that the DQI is a reliable and valid measurement tool 
(Steenbergen et al., 2003). Also, Steenbergen and his colleagues argued that the DQI 
is a general measurement tool and it can be applied in different contexts, such as 
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editorials and commentary, newspaper articles, informal policy discussions and 
televised debates. As inspired by Steenbergen and his colleagues and the strong 
theoretical foundation of the DQI, I have borrowed the DQI as a measurement tool for 
this study. The coding categories of the DQI which I have borrowed for this study are 
stated as follows (Steenbergen et al., 2003).25 
The first coding category of the DQI which I have borrowed is Level of 
justification, this category refers to the completeness of the justifications, to what 
extent, the speaker provides complete justification (s) to support his or her position. 
There are four levels of justification which I briefly mentioned in Section 1.2 of this 
chapter. The four levels of justification are stated as follows: 
(0) No justification: the speaker only proposes his or her demand, but no reason 
is provided. 
(1) Inferior justification: A reason is provided in order to support his or her 
demand, but no linkage is made between the reason and the demand, the 
justification is not complete. 
(2) Qualified justification: the speaker shows a clear linkage between the demand 
and the reason that proposed by the speaker and its relationship, the 
justification is complete. 
(3) Sophisticated justification: there are at least two complete justifications    
provided by the speaker, the justifications may be for the same demand or for 




25 For more detailed information of the DQI, such as the empirical applications of the DQI, please see 
Steenbergen, M. R., Bächtiger, A., Spörndli, M., & Steiner, J. (2003). Measuring political deliberation: 
A discourse quality index. Comparative European Politics, 1(1), 21-48. 
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The second category is Respect, Steenbergen and his colleagues developed three 
indicators of respect, which are “respect towards the other groups”, “respect towards 
the demands of others” and “respect towards counterarguments” (i.e. whether a 
counterargument is provided and whether the speaker respond it in a respectful manner 
or not).  
 Hence, the above coding categories showed that the DQI is theoretically grounded, 
it is rooted in Habermas’ discourse ethics and integrated the principles underlying the 
deliberative democratic theory. The DQI provides me an effective measurement tool 
for assessing the deliberative quality of Hong Kong newspapers and helps me to 
formulate the framework of this study (See Section 1.2 of this chapter and Figure 1 for 
details).26 
 
1.6 Structure of this thesis 
With this introductory chapter covering the background of the selected cases, the 
research purpose, the research questions, the analytical framework and reviewing 
existing literature and theories. The next chapter presents methodological tools used 
when conducting this research and it includes the following sections: the research 
design, the reasons for selecting content analysis, the selection of newspapers, data 
collection, the process of data screening, coding and data analysis. 
 After providing background information of this research and discussing 
methodological issues in Chapter 1 and Chapter 2, the research findings obtained from 
analyzing newspaper content are presented in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4. The research 
findings of the first case study (the construction of the HKS) and the second case study 
 
26 The more detailed information about the coding procedures of this thesis is provided in Section 2.6 
of chapter 2. 
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(the construction of the 3RS) are discussed in Chapter 3 and 4 respectively. In these 
two chapters, the main task is to answer the research questions. Particularly, the 
number of relevant articles within the certain period, the balance of arguments in the 
debate, the quality of reason-giving in the debate and the responsiveness and 
respectfulness of the speakers are discussed in Chapter 3 and 4. 
 Lastly, I conclude this thesis with a summary of my research findings and discuss 



















2.1 Research design  
 This chapter illustrates the methodologies. This is a study which based on content 
analysis of Hong Kong newspaper articles. It aims to investigate the deliberative 
quality of Hong Kong newspapers by gauging the media coverage on the two selected 
cases, measuring the balance and diversity of viewpoints, assessing the quality of 
reason-giving and the degree of responsiveness and respectfulness. This chapter 
discusses the research design and methods that facilitate addressing the research 
questions and achieving the research objectives. It first gives an introduction to this 
chapter (this section). The next section explains what the method of content analysis 
is and the reasons why I selected content analysis to conduct this study. The third 
section talks about the process of selecting newspapers and the selection criteria. The 
fourth section focuses on the process of data collection. The fifth section discusses the 
process of data screening. The next section illustrates the coding work. The last section 
talks about the data analysis method. 
  
2.2 Research method – content analysis 
2.2.1 What is content analysis? 
 It is a research method which has been widely used in the social sciences. By 
interpreting and coding artifact text material, researchers can study the artifact 
information in a systematic way and make replicated and valid inferences (The 
University of Georgia, 2012). Moreover, by evaluating texts, researchers can convert 
qualitative data into quantitative data and manage artifact information systematically.  
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 Scholars have also illustrated how to conduct content analysis in research. To 
conduct a content analysis of text material, the raw text material is coded or divided 
into controllable categories on different levels for the purpose of further analyzing the 
text (Babbie, 2015). By using the content analysis, researchers coded their texts into 
different manageable categories according to their positions or themes. After 
completing the process of categorization, researchers study the connotations of the 
text(s), the author(s) of the text, and other relevant components of the text(s) in order 
to make inferences and gain a deeper understanding (The University of Texas at Austin, 
2014). 
 
2.2.2 Reasons for selecting content analysis 
 To explain the reasons for selecting content analysis to approach this study, there 
are several reasons. Firstly, it is a research technique that increasingly and widely used 
by scholars to study media content. Riffe and Freitag (1997) conducted a study to count 
the number of researchers who used content analysis to approach their study from the 
1970s to 1990s. They found that the number of articles which used content analysis 
and published in Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly rose from 6.3% of all 
published articles in the 1970s to 34.8% in 1990s – almost a six-fold increase. The 
result indicates that content analysis is a widely recognized research method among 
scholars, especially scholars who are specialized in media studies, this could be 
attributed to one of the advantages of content analysis – helping researchers to manage 
the artifact information systematically. 
 Secondly, content analysis facilitates researchers to have a more in-depth and 
reflexive analysis of media content (Patterson, Emslie, Mason, Fergie & Hilton, 2016). 
Patterson and his colleagues conducted a content analysis of UK newspapers and 
online news to explore how the UK news media interpreted male’s and female’s binge 
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drinking and investigate whether the news media had an intention to put a 
disproportionate focus on female’s or male’s binge drinking. In Patterson and his 
colleagues’ study, Patterson and his colleagues were able to manage a large number of 
raw text materials (N=308) systematically and comprehensively in their research as 
they adopted the content analysis approach. They organized the collected raw data into 
several thematic categories rather than organized in a disorganized way, and these 
thematic categories were selected by a mixture of the researchers’ prerequisite 
understandings of the research topic and the content of the collected articles after an 
in-depth reading.27 Furthermore, Berelson (1952) argued that using content analysis, 
researchers could present their research findings in a systematic way. Using Patterson 
and his colleagues’ study as an example again, Patterson and his colleagues were able 
to present how the UK news media represented female’s and male’s binge drinking 
and identify whether the UK news media had their own preferences when associating 
binge drinking with male and female after conducting a content analysis of 308 articles. 
They found that the UK news media associated female with binge drinking more 
frequently than male and identified that the media had really put a disproportionate 
focus on female’s binge drinking and they further inferred that it may aggravate the 
problem of gender stereotypes and may mislead public understandings regarding the 
problem of binge drinking. Therefore, by conducting content analysis, the artifact 
media information can be well categorized and classified into different categories, it 
facilitates researchers to present their findings in a systematic and accurate way 
afterwards (Berelson, 1952).  
 
27 Patterson and his colleagues identified three broad thematic categories: 1) How is binge drinking 
interpreted and which groups of the population are linked with binge drinking?; 2) How are the drivers 
of the binge drinking presented and who is to blame?; and 3) The impacts of binge drinking. 
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 Same as Patterson and his colleagues’ study, this study also needs to handle a 
large number of newspaper articles (N=217)28 , it is necessary to select a suitable 
research method to ensure that the research findings can be presented in a systematic 
way and the findings are reliable and can be traced and tested by future researchers. 
Hence, the method of content analysis was selected for approaching this study because 
of its clear advantages. 
 
2.2.3 How to approach this thesis through content analysis? 
Before collecting the data of this research and conducting content analysis, 
researchers should define their research questions and the research scope first to ensure 
that researchers would not digress from the research topic because of lacking well-
defined research questions (Babbie, 2015). In this research, the focus was placed on 
measuring the mediated deliberation in Hong Kong newspapers and the corresponding 
research questions were also developed for guiding this research.29 Therefore, this 
could help me to identify which newspaper articles are related to this research and 
exclude the unrelated ones. 
Second, after defining the research questions, the process of selecting suitable 
text materials for analysis is also important. For the sake of consistency, researchers 
should collect their suitable text materials from similar data pools to ensure that the 
problem of inconsistency can be minimized. For example, when Renwick and Lamb 
(2013) investigating the quality of the referendum debate in the UK print media, they 
collected all of the relevant newspaper articles from the Factiva database to ensure the 
consistency of data collection. In the case of this research, with reference to Renwick 
and Lamb and for the sake of consistency, I also collected all of the relevant newspaper 
 
28 The data collection procedures and the data screening procedures are discussed in Section 2.4 and 
2.5 of this chapter. 
29 For the research questions of this study, see Section 1.3 of chapter 1. 
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articles from one single source (the Wisenews database). In the following sections of 
this chapter, the process of the selection of newspapers and the process of data 
collection are explained in detail. 
After gathering data from the database, the third step is related to the data 
screening process. In other words, this step is focusing on searching relevant 
information from a large amount of collected data. The step of sorting out relevant 
information is necessary as this step can facilitate researchers to conduct further 
analysis afterwards. More specifically, one of the ways to sort out useful information 
is searching for information with suitable search strings. First, researchers should 
design a set of search strings, the scope of this set of search strings should not be too 
broad or too narrow. Also, this set of search strings should be closely related to the 
research topic. For example, Pilon (2009) conducted a study of investigating the 
deliberative quality of Canadian print media and he selected the 2007 Ontario 
Provincial Referendum as a case study. For the purpose of sorting the relevant 
newspaper articles out from the online database, Pilon designed a set of search strings, 
such as ‘Ontario Citizens Assembly’, ‘MMP’ and ‘referendum’, etc. After searching the 
online database by using the set of designed search strings, Pilon was able to sort out 
70 newspaper articles for further analysis. In the case of this research, I also designed 
and used several search strings in order to sort out all of the relevant newspaper articles 
for further analysis. The design of search strings and the data screening procedures are 
discussed in detail in the section on data screening.  
Furthermore, in order to further analyze the collected text materials systematically, 
researchers should code the relevant text materials into different categories based on 
the established coding scheme in order to convert the raw data into a set of systematic 
and understandable data. Therefore, it is important to construct a clear coding scheme 
in order to facilitate the coding process and this coding scheme must be closely related 
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to the research questions and research objectives. For example, Steenbergen and his 
colleagues (2003) developed the DQI and measured the parliamentary debate. While 
constructing the coding scheme, Steenbergen and his colleagues emphasized the 
scheme should be theoretically grounded and closely related to the research questions. 
In the case of this research, the coding process and the coding categories are discussed 
in detail in the section on coding. 
Lastly, after the completion of coding, researchers need to present the research 
findings and explain the distribution of each of the coding categories. After that, the 
reasons that attributing to such patterns of data distribution and its implications should 
also be discussed after the coding process. In the case of this research, the detailed 
information about data analysis is also provided in the subsequent section of this 
chapter. 
The above-mentioned framework illustrated each of the steps of using content 
analysis to approach a study and this framework was also used to approach this study 
in order to measure the mediated deliberation in Hong Kong newspapers.  
 
2.3 The selection of newspapers 
 This section discusses the process of selecting newspapers and explains the 
reasons why those newspapers were selected for this research. Again, as I illustrated 
in Section 1.5.5 of chapter 1, although the importance of online media has kept rising 
in this Internet era, the traditional print media still has its research value. Given that 
the print media’s role is still influential in Hong Kong’s media landscape and it could 
provide a more comprehensive historical picture to researchers, the print media, 
instead of the online media, has therefore been chosen for empirical analysis.30 Indeed, 
 
30 For the reasons of choosing the print media for empirical analysis in this study, see Section 1.5.5 of 
chapter 1 and Figure 2 for details. 
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if researchers are able to select suitable newspapers for further empirical analysis, it 
could facilitate the research process. Therefore, the selection criteria are also discussed 
in detail in the first part of this section. 
 First, it is important to select newspapers with a large readership in order to 
achieve breadth and depth. Using Maia’s study as an example, Maia selected two major 
national daily newspapers (Folha de S. Paulo and O Globo) when conducting a content 
analysis of Brazilian newspapers in order to investigate the performance of Brazilian 
press media in constructing mediated deliberation (Maia, 2009). Dennis Pilon, for 
example, he also only focused on mass circulation broadsheet newspapers rather than 
focusing on tabloids when examining the deliberative quality of the Canadian press 
media (Pilon, 2009). It is understandable why researchers tend to investigate 
newspapers with a large readership. It is because if the certain newspaper has a larger 
readership, it implies that a larger number of people in society rely on that newspaper 
to obtain information and the messages provided by that newspaper could be spread 
more widely in the community. Meanwhile, this also implies that newspapers with a 
large readership could play an influential role in the deliberation process when 
comparing with other non-mainstream newspapers, just like what Pilon stated in his 
article:  
First, to achieve depth and breadth, the study focused on mass circulation 
broadsheet newspapers with a daily circulation in excess of 100,000…..While 
tabloids obviously serve an important constituency, one often demographically 
distinct from those served by the ‘quality’ broadsheets, I am operating on the 
assumption that if we do not find a deliberative space in the self-proclaimed ‘serious’ 
papers, it is unlikely we will find it in the tabloids. (p.20) 
In Pilon’s view, it would be more possible for researchers to generate new insights 
about mediated deliberation from the mainstream and high-quality newspapers, rather 
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than from tabloids. As such, it is worthwhile to investigate newspapers with a large 
readership. 
Second, it is also important to include newspapers with different orientations in 
this study. More specifically, as all of the newspaper companies have their own 
orientations, during the selection process, researchers should include newspapers with 
different orientations rather than only focusing on one or a few types of newspapers in 
order to minimize the problem of the duplication of themes. For example, Pomatto and 
Seddone (2017) conducted a comparative study of Italian, French and Spanish 
newspapers and measured their deliberative quality. When selecting newspapers for 
analysis, Pomatto and Seddone included newspapers with different orientations. For 
instance, for the Italian case, they included one newspaper with a financial and 
economic focus (II Sole 24 Ore) and four generalist newspapers. For these four 
generalist newspapers, one clearly oriented towards the centre-left (Ia Repubblica), 
one oriented towards the centre-right (II Giornale) and the remaining two had no 
particular orientations and defined as taking a neutral stance (Corriere della Sera and 
La Stampa). From this, it can be seen that Pomatto and Seddone attached great 
importance to including newspapers with different orientations in their study. Thus, in 
the case of this research, I also attached importance to including newspapers with 
different orientations. 
 Based on the above-mentioned selection criteria, I selected Ming Pao (MP), Ta 
Kung Pao (TKP), Apple Daily (AD) and Oriental Daily News (OD)31 for conducting 
further analysis in order to measure their role in constructing mediated deliberation. 
There are several reasons for this selection.32 
 
31 All these selected newspapers are daily Chinese-language newspapers. 
32 To a large extent, Hong Kong is a homogenous society, with about 92% of its population being 
Chinese (ethnically speaking, Han Chinese), as such, the majority of Hong Kong people speak Chinese 
as a first language and rely on Chinese-language sources to obtain information. Therefore, after taking 
Hong Kong’s demographics into consideration, I only selected Chinese-language newspapers for 
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 Firstly, all of these four selected newspapers have a large size of readership. Lai 
(2012) studied the development of the Hong Kong media and emphasized that the 
importance of Hong Kong newspapers has not declined even though facing the rise of 
online media. She quoted the survey figures of the readership of Hong Kong daily 
newspapers, the survey found that OD, AD and MP have an average readership of 1.81 
million, 1.57 million and 0.65 million per day in the 2000s, respectively. For TKP, 
even though its readership is not as large as OD, AD and MP, the daily visits of its 
online version newspaper could still maintain at around 150,000, it shows that the size 
of TKP’s readership is not small (Ta Kung Pao, 2018).33 Also, comparing with the rest 
of the selected newspapers, TKP is more successful in attracting foreign readers, 
especially readers from Mainland China (So & Lee, 2016). Therefore, the size of the 
readership of these four selected newspapers implies that a large number of Hong Kong 
readers rely on them to obtain information about the HKS project and the 3RS project. 
As such, these four selected newspapers played a significant role in the deliberation 
process during the analysis period. Thus, it is worthwhile to select these four 
newspapers for further empirical analysis. 
 Second, by analyzing the content of the above-mentioned four newspapers, a 
fuller picture of the deliberative quality of Hong Kong newspapers can be obtained. It 
is because these four newspapers hold different views on social issues, especially on 
the controversial issues and policies. According to Lai (2012), she divided the 
mainstream Hong Kong newspapers into three types. The first type is the centrist 
 
empirical analysis. Further information about Hong Kong’s demographics is available at the website, 
Home Affairs Department. (2018): The Demographics: Ethnic Groups. Retrieved 8 November, 2018 
from https://www.had.gov.hk/rru/english/info/info_dem.html 
33 As TKP uploads the full paper on their website every day and the public can access it without 
charge, most of their readers therefore tend to access it online instead of getting a printed version. As 
such, their web traffic figures could still reflect the actual size of their readership. Undeniably, the size 
of TKP’s readership is smaller than the other three selected papers, but in view of the fact that TKP is 
the most representative patriotic newspaper in Hong Kong, for the purpose of having a better 
understanding about the role of different types of Hong Kong newspapers in constructing the 
deliberation on the two selected infrastructure controversies, I included TKP into the analysis. 
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newspapers. It includes MP, Hong Kong Economic Journal and South China Morning 
Post. The centrist newspapers attach great importance to the accuracy and objectivity 
of the news content and seek to provide a comprehensive and in-depth analysis of 
social issues to the readers. The second type is the populist newspapers. It includes AD, 
OD and The Sun. The overriding consideration of the populist newspapers is to cater 
for the needs of relatively low-educated readers, that is, the populist newspapers tend 
to report issues which are related to the public interests and exaggerate the nature of 
the reported issues in order to attract the eyeballs of readers. The last category is the 
patriotic newspapers. This category includes TKP, Wen Wei Po and Hong Kong 
Commercial Daily. The patriotic newspapers usually hold similar positions as the 
Chinese Central Government and the HKSAR Government and provide convoy for 
the Government when dealing with controversial policies. As such, it can be seen that 
the selected newspapers were fell into different categories and each newspaper in Hong 
Kong has their own positions and values. This is another reason why I selected the 
above-mentioned four newspapers, through analyzing the selected newspapers, a fuller 
picture of the deliberative quality of Hong Kong newspapers can be obtained and the 
problem of the duplication of themes could be minimized. 
 Therefore, as the above-mentioned four newspapers fulfilled the selection criteria 




34 In fact, apart from these four newspapers, some of the commentary papers like Hong Kong 
Economic Journal and Hong Kong Economic Times, are also prominent in Hong Kong and they also 
have a large readership, but given that the limited time and resources, in this study, I only selected four 
newspapers, which are the most representative papers in their respective category for empirical 
analysis. Further elaboration on the limitations of this study is provided in Section 5.4 of chapter 5. 
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2.4 Data Collection 
 As mentioned above, this is a study which based on analyzing Hong Kong 
newspapers. Therefore, articles in the selected newspapers (AD, OD, MP and TKP) are 
the data of this research. The articles are easily accessible in both traditional printed 
newspapers and on the online database. In this study, I collected data of this research 
from the Wisenews online database. The analysis period for the HKS case was 1 July 
2009 to 30 June 2010.35 The analysis period for the 3RS case was 1 September 2014 
to 31 August 2015.36 The reasons for gathering data from the online database but not 
from the traditional printed newspapers are stated as follows. 
 First, it is convenient for researchers to collect the raw data from the Wisenews 
database.37 This database has properly archived all of the articles published in the 
local newspapers since 1998. As I was trying to measure the mediated deliberation in 
Hong Kong newspapers through analyzing the editorials and op-eds from 2009 to 2010 
and from 2014 to 2015. Therefore, I could obtain all of the relevant information from 
the Wisenews database. Due to the constraints of time and resources, it is difficult for 
 
35 As explained in Section 1.4 of chapter 1, the choice of this analysis period was determined by the 
funding proposals approval date. For the case of the HKS project, as the funding proposals were 
approved by the Finance Committee of the LegCo on 16 January 2010, in other words, it represents 
the HKS construction project was approved. This project has attracted great attention in society 
several months before and after the project approval date. Thus, I set the analysis period 6 months 
before and after the project approval date, which is the above-mentioned time period. Further 
information about the chronology of the HKS project is available at the website, Hong Kong 
Legislative Council. (2010): Background brief on the Hong Kong section of the Guangzhou-
Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link. Retrieved 8 November, 2017 from 
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr09-10/english/panels/tp/tp_rdp/papers/tp_rdp0706cb1-2288-e.pdf 
36 As explained in Section 1.4 of chapter 1, the choice of this analysis period was determined by the 
project approval date. For the case of the 3RS project, as the project was approved by the ExCo on 15 
March 2015. Due to the far-reaching impacts and the high construction cost, this project has attracted 
great attention in society for a long period of time, especially several months before and after the 
project approval date. Thus, I set the analysis period 6 months before and after the project approval 
date, which is the above-mentioned time period. Further information about the chronology of the 3RS 
project is available at the website, Hong Kong Legislative Council. (2016): Background brief on 
issues relating to the development of the three-runway system at the Hong Kong International Airport. 
Retrieved 8 November, 2017 from https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr16-
17/english/hc/sub_com/hs102/papers/hs10220161205cb4-197-2-e.pdf 
37 The raw data here means the relevant newspaper editorials and op-eds that focused on the HKS and 
the 3RS projects. The reason for only selecting editorials and op-eds for further analysis is discussed 
in detail in Section 2.5 of this chapter. 
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me to collect all of the traditional printed newspapers and extract the relevant 
information from it. Thus, I used the Wisenews database to collect the relevant 
information but not gathering it from the traditional printed newspapers. 
 Second, the information recorded in the database is comprehensive, it facilitates 
researchers to manage their collected data in a systematic and efficient way and avoid 
the problem of repeating reading and coding. As the database archived not only the 
content of the newspaper articles, but also the title of the article, author’s name, 
publication date, page number and name of the newspaper. Through using the database, 
researchers can sort relevant articles out, conduct further analysis and record the 
reading and coding history in a systematic and efficient way. Using a systematic 
database is important for researchers, especially those who need to manage a large 
amount of information. In the case of this research, I conducted a content analysis of 
more than 200 editorials and op-eds, by using the database, I could record the reading 
and coding history in a systematic manner in order to avoid the problem of repeating 
reading and coding. Therefore, the Wisenews database was helping me to manage the 
collected data in a systematic and efficient way. 
 Third, the database is not only helping me to conduct this research in a systematic 
and efficient way but also facilitating future researchers to trace back or to test the 
results. More specifically, for conducting content analysis, researchers need to design 
and use a set of search strings in order to find out the relevant information from the 
database (the set of search strings of this study is provided in the next section) and 
conduct further in-depth analysis. As such, future researchers can simply follow the 
set of search strings used by previous researchers and perform key-word search by 
using the Wisenews database so as to trace or to test the previous research findings.  
 Therefore, because of the clear advantages of the Wisenews database and the 
limitations of time and resources, I decided to use the Wisenews database to gather all 
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of the relevant articles in order to study the mediated deliberation in Hong Kong 
newspapers. 
 
2.5 Data screening 
 This section talks about the data screening process and the design of search strings. 
It is important to design a set of suitable search strings in order to capture all of the 
relevant editorials and op-eds on the HKS project and the 3RS project. Before 
illustrating the search strings that I used in this study, it is also important to explain the 
reason why editorials and op-eds were selected rather than other types of articles. 
 It is because editorials and op-eds could provide more room for participants to 
deliberate and express their views. In Pilon’s research, he also explained the reason 
why he would put more focus on editorials, columns and op-eds rather than on 
reporting (Pilon, 2009). He argued that as the aim of his research is to examine the 
views of elites on the referendum debate, these sections could provide more space for 
participants to express their opinions, as a result, it would be better to focus on 
editorials, columns and op-eds in order to measure the deliberative quality of Canadian 
print media more effectively. In the case of this research, the objective of this study is 
to measure the deliberative performance of Hong Kong newspapers, as a result, I 
followed Pilon’s approach and decided to put the focus on editorials and op-eds in 
Hong Kong newspapers.38 
 
38 For this study, I assessed the deliberative performance of Hong Kong newspapers through 
analyzing editorials and op-eds. Indeed, apart from editorial and op-ed sections, there is another 
section in Hong Kong newspapers, namely “supplementary section (副刊, Fukan)”, which is also 
opened for the public to submit articles and express opinions. Most of the supplementary articles, their 
topics are related to leisure, health and sports, which can be regarded as soft news. On the other hand, 
normally, the topics of the editorial and op-ed articles are related to the public interest and can be 
regarded as hard news, the two selected infrastructure disputes are the examples of hard news. As 
such, even though the deliberative elements could also be found in supplementary articles, after taking 
its specific nature and the nature of the two selected cases into considerations, I decided not to include 
supplementary articles into the analysis.  
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 After defining the study scope (editorials and op-eds) and explaining the rationale 
behind the decision, the search strings that I used in this research are explained as 
follows.  
 
2.5.1 The case of the HKS project 
For the purpose of assessing the suitability of search strings, I conducted a 
preliminary test in order to make sure that I used suitable search strings to obtain 
relevant editorials and op-eds. To conduct this preliminary test, I identified several 
relevant search strings first. Then, I selected the op-ed section of OD for testing and 
used the information of the Wisenews database between 1 July 2009 and 30 June 2010 
to see whether these search strings could help me to locate all the relevant editorials 
and op-eds or not.39  
 Firstly, I typed the full official name of the HKS project — “Guangzhou–
Shenzhen–Hong Kong Express Rail Link Hong Kong section”40 into the database and 
I could only obtain 1 article. This op-ed article discussed the benefits of the HKS 
project and criticized the poor administrative performance of the HKSAR Government 
(Sung, 2010).41 Obviously, the search result indicates that the scope of this search 
string was too narrow since I could only obtain 1 article and many relevant articles 
were missed when using the official name of the HKS project as a search string to 
locate relevant articles.  
Then, I tried to use a more general search string and typed “Guangzhou–
Shenzhen–Hong Kong Express Rail Link” 42 into the database instead of typing the 
 
39 Under the situation of not typing any search strings, 5,039 pieces of op-eds in Oriental Daily News 
were located within the analysis period. 
40 I had translated this term into Chinese before I typed it into the search engine of the database. 
41 Sung, L. K. (2010, January 8). Gaotie bokuan zhengchi jilie [The funding proposal of Hong Kong 
Section Express Rail Link has induced heated arguments in the Legislative Council]. Oriental Daily 
News, p. A40. 
42 I had translated this term into Chinese before I typed it into the search engine of the database. 
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full official name. Then, 11 articles were obtained by using this search string. However, 
some of these obtained articles were not related to this research. For example, one of 
those articles suggested the HKSAR Government should introduce more policies to 
promote employment and support small and medium-sized enterprises rather than 
talking about the HKS project (Sung, 2009).43 Therefore, again, the scope of this 
search string was also too narrow since I could only obtain 11 articles and many 
relevant articles were missed when using this search string to locate articles. 
 Thirdly, I tried to use the most general search string and only typed “high-speed 
rail”44 into the database and successfully obtained 197 articles. Many of the obtained 
articles were related to the controversy of the HKS project. For example, one of the 
op-eds on 2 August 2009 criticized the Government simply emphasized the express 
rail link could substantially reduce the journey time between Hong Kong and 
Guangzhou is a misleading claim and the author proposed several justifications to 
rebut this claim (Wong, 2009a).45 From the search results that I stated above, I also 
discovered that I could not locate relevant articles by typing “high-speed rail” and 
“Hong Kong” 46 since in some of the articles, the term “Hong Kong” had not been 
mentioned throughout the content even though these articles were related to this 
research. For example, one of the op-eds on 3 August 2009 suggested the Government 
should consider setting the terminus of the HKS at New Territories but not West 
Kowloon (Wong, 2009b).47 However, if I typed “high-speed rail” and “Hong Kong”, 
I could not obtain this article. If I only typed “high-speed rail”, I could obtain this 
 
43 Sung, L. K. (2009, October 9). Wen jingji an minxin [Stabilize the economy and pacify the general 
public]. Oriental Daily News, p. A40. 
44 I had translated this term into Chinese before I typed it into the search engine of the database. 
45 Wong, Ada Y. K. (2009, August 2). Sishiwu fenzhong shi wudao [It is misleading to simply say that 
the journey time between Hong Kong and Guangzhou could be reduced to 45 minutes]. Oriental 
Daily News, p. A36. 
46 I had translated these two terms into Chinese before I typed it into the search engine of the 
database. 
47 Wong, Ada Y. K. (2009, August 3). Celue xing kaolu [The strategic consideration of the terminus of 
the Hong Kong Express Rail Link]. Oriental Daily News, p. A36. 
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article. This article was important for me to study how op-ed writers used evidence to 
substantiate his or her own arguments. For the purpose of obtaining all of the relevant 
articles for further in-depth analysis, “high-speed rail” and “Hong Kong” were not the 
suitable search strings. Even though many of the irrelevant articles were obtained by 
only using “high-speed rail” as a search string, in order to avoid missing any relevant 
articles, I could only use this search string to locate articles and spend the time to read 
all of the collected articles in order to exclude those irrelevant articles. 
 After conducting a preliminary test, I identified the suitable search string for the 
case of the HKS project. This suitable search string for locating editorials and op-eds 
that were related to the case of the HKS project was “high-speed rail”. By using this 
search string, I could identify articles which were related to the controversy of the HKS 
project. 
 
2.5.2 The case of the 3RS project 
For the case of the 3RS project, I adopted the same approach as used in the case 
of the HKS project, I conducted a preliminary test in order to ensure that I used 
appropriate search strings to locate relevant articles. To conduct this preliminary test, 
I identified several relevant search strings first. Then, again, I selected the op-ed 
section of OD for testing and used the information of the Wisenews database between 
1 September 2014 and 31 August 2015 to see whether these search strings could help 
me to locate all the relevant editorials and op-eds or not.48 
According to the experience of designing suitable search strings for the case of 
the HKS project, I tried to use the more general search string first rather than using the 
specific and narrow term to locate relevant articles. I typed “runway”49  into the 
 
48 Under the situation of not typing any search strings, 4,375 pieces of op-eds were located in 
Oriental Daily News within the analysis period. 
49 I had translated this term into Chinese before I typed it into the search engine of the database. 
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database and successfully obtained 46 articles. Most of those obtained articles were 
related to the 3RS project. For example, one of the op-eds on 18 September 2014 
argued that the 3RS project would not jeopardize the habitats of Chinese White 
Dolphins as the Government has already taken various remedial measures in order to 
protect the Chinese White Dolphins and the author of this article hoped that the 
Chinese White Dolphins would not be an obstacle of the 3RS project (Li, 2014a).50 
However, I found that some of those obtained articles were not relevant to the 3RS 
project even though I used the term “runway” to locate relevant articles, for example, 
one of the op-eds on 15 August 2015 talked about the territorial disputes in the South 
China Sea and mentioned the Chinese Central Government constructed a 3,000m 
runway on the Spratly islands (Lau, 2015).51 Therefore, even though the term “runway” 
appeared on this article, it was not a relevant article. 
Then, for the purpose of finding out relevant articles in a more efficient way, I 
designed another set of the search string and tried to narrow it down. I typed “runway” 
and “Hong Kong” into the database. However, again, I found out that it was not able 
to locate all of the relevant articles by typing “runway” and “Hong Kong”52 since in 
some of the articles, the term “Hong Kong” had not been mentioned throughout the 
content even though these articles were related to this research. Using Li’s article as 
an example again, as mentioned above, Li’s articles focused on discussing the 
environmental remedial measures taken by the Government and argued that the 3RS 
project would not jeopardize the habitats of Chinese White Dolphins. Even though it 
was related to this research, I could not obtain this article if I used “runway” and “Hong 
 
50 Li, S. H. (2014a, September 18). Bai haitun bu ying cheng zhangai [The Chinese White Dolphins 
should not be an obstacle of the three-runway system expansion project]. Oriental Daily News, p. 
A32. 
51 Lau, S. S. (2015, August 15). Xi Jinping di san ji zhong quan [The third punch of Xi Jinping]. 
Oriental Daily News, p. A36. 




Kong” as the search strings. Therefore, for the purpose of obtaining all of the relevant 
articles for further analysis, “runway” and “Hong Kong” were not the suitable search 
strings.  
Thus, after conducting a preliminary test, I identified the suitable search string 
for the case of the 3RS project. This suitable search string for locating editorials and 
op-eds that were related to the case of the 3RS project was “runway”. By using this 
search string, I could identify articles which were related to the controversy of the 3RS 
project. 
 
2.5.3 Results  
 After entering “high-speed rail” and “runway” into the search engine and filtering 
out the irrelevant articles, 217 relevant editorials and op-eds were identified from the 
four selected newspapers. In the case of the HKS construction project, 23 editorials 
and 135 op-eds were collected from the four selected newspapers. In the case of the 
3RS construction project, 4 editorials and 55 op-eds were collected from the four 
selected newspapers.53 All of these collected editorials and op-eds were included for 
further empirical analysis, in other words, the corpus of the analyzed editorials and op-
eds amounts to 217 units from the four selected newspapers. 
 
2.6 Coding  
 This section discusses the coding procedures. For the coding scheme of this thesis, 
the components of the DQI and the theoretical background of mediated deliberation 
were employed in order to construct a suitable coding scheme for coding the selected 
 
53 For the detailed distribution of collected editorials and op-eds, see Appendix B. 
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editorial and op-ed articles and understanding mediated deliberation.54 Each of the 
designed coding categories is discussed in detail as follows:55 
1. Diversity of viewpoints — This coding category makes an attempt to measure 
whether the author of an editorial or op-ed article included arguments or statements 
that showed a favorable or unfavorable attitude towards the HKS project and the 3RS 
project and to see whether the author had an intention to exclude and hide certain 
viewpoints in his or her article. To code this category, I counted the number of 
statements that showed a favorable or unfavorable attitude towards these two 
infrastructure projects. If an article only included viewpoints that showed a favorable 
attitude towards the two projects, a code of 0 was assigned. If an article only included 
viewpoints that showed an unfavorable attitude towards the two projects, a code of 1 
was assigned. If an article included both sides’ viewpoints, a code of 2 was assigned. 
Apart from only assigning a suitable score on the analyzed articles, in order to have a 
more comprehensive picture about the diversity of viewpoints, I also measured the 
proportion of statements which indicated a particular stance towards these two large-
scale infrastructure projects in each article to see whether the author (s) had an 
intention to devote a substantial portion of his or her article to the certain side’s 
viewpoints. 
2. Responsiveness — This coding category makes an attempt to measure the 
degree of responsiveness of an editorial or op-ed article by assessing whether the 
author of an editorial or op-ed article responded to opposing viewpoints or not. To 
code this category, first of all, I measured whether the author was able to consider the 
 
54 For the detailed information of the DQI and the theoretical background, see Section 1.2 and 1.5 of 
chapter 1 for details. 
55 As stated in Section 1.2 and 1.5 of chapter 1, deliberative democracy theorists emphasized that the 
participants in the deliberation should adhere to several principles in order to achieve an effective 
deliberation and each principle is equally important and indispensable. In view of this, as the coding 
scheme of this thesis is also based on the principles that proposed by deliberative democracy theorists, 
as such, each coding category that I stated in this section is also equally important, in other words, 
each coding category carries equal weight. 
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opposing viewpoints and propose rebuttal arguments or not. Then, I counted the 
number of rebuttal arguments in each of the selected editorials and op-eds. If the author 
of an editorial or op-ed article had raised opposing viewpoints and then provided 
evidence to rebut it, a code of 1 was assigned. If the author only raised viewpoints that 
he or she disagreed with but with no rebuttals, a code of 0 was assigned. If the author 
had not raised any viewpoints that he or she disagreed with, a code of 999 was assigned. 
 3. Level of reason-giving — This coding category makes an attempt to assess the 
completeness of the justifications provided by the author of an editorial or op-ed article. 
To code this category, I measured whether the author provided a complete justification 
or not. If an article only raised an argument and with no reason to support the argument, 
a code of 0 (No justification) was assigned. If an article raised an argument and gave 
a reason to support it, but the reason provided was inferior or illogical, a code of 1 
(Inferior justification) was assigned. If an article raised an argument and gave one 
logical reason to support it, a code of 2 (Qualified justification) was assigned. If an 
article raised an argument and gave one logical and detailed (i.e. provided reliable data 
or figures) reason to support it, a code of 3 (In-depth qualified justification) was 
assigned. If an article raised an argument and gave one logical reason and one logical 
and detailed (i.e. providing reliable data or figures) reason to support it, a code of 4 
(Sophisticated justification) was assigned. If an article raised an argument and gave 
two or above logical and detailed (i.e. providing reliable data or figures) reasons to 
support it, a code of 5 (In-depth sophisticated justification) was assigned. 
 4. Stance — This coding category tries to record the stance of an editorial or op-
ed article towards the HKS project and the 3RS project. To code this category, I 
conducted an in-depth review of each piece of the collected editorials and op-eds and 
recorded their stance towards the two infrastructure projects. If an editorial or op-ed 
article showed a neutral stance towards the project, a code of 0 was assigned. If an 
52 
 
editorial or op-ed article showed a favorable attitude towards the project, a code of 1 
was assigned. If an editorial or op-ed article showed an unfavorable attitude towards 
the project, a code of 2 was assigned. If an editorial or op-ed article showed a mixed 
stance towards the project, a code of 3 was assigned.56 
 5. Respect — This coding category makes an attempt to see if the author of an 
editorial or op-ed article used any disrespectful languages throughout his or her article. 
To code this category, I conducted an in-depth review of each piece of articles and 
recorded all of the statements which contained disrespectful languages and counted 
the number of such kind of disrespectful statements. After this reviewing process, it 
was able for me to know how many of the analyzed articles which contained 
disrespectful languages so that I could measure the proportion of this kind of articles 
in each of the selected newspapers and compare their performance on this coding 
category afterwards. For example, one of the op-ed articles in AD on 31 October 2009 
stigmatized the former CE Donald Tsang as a lackey and a slave of the Chinese 
Communist Party (Li, 2009).57 After I finished reading Li’s article, 6 statements which 
contained disrespectful languages could be found. Therefore, I recorded it for further 
analysis. 
 The coding categories illustrated above are the components of the coding scheme 
of this thesis, the coding scheme of this thesis and the sample of text coding were 
attached in Appendix C and Appendix D respectively. I used this coding scheme to 
 
56 The code “mixed stance” means that the author of an editorial or op-ed article included both 
supporting and opposing opinions in his or her article. For example, one of the op-eds in Oriental 
Daily News on 3 August 2009 agreed that Hong Kong should build the Express Rail Link in order to 
connect with the national railway network, but at the same time, the author opposed that the 
Government’s intention of setting the terminus of the HKS at West Kowloon. Therefore, this op-ed 
article supported the decision of building the Express Rail Link, but opposed the proposed terminus 
location, it can be defined as a mixed stance article and a code of 3 was assigned to this article. For 
details, see Wong, Ada Y. K. (2009, August 3). Celue xing kaolu [The strategic consideration of the 
terminus of the Hong Kong Express Rail Link]. Oriental Daily News, p. A36. 
57 Li, T. S. (2009, October 31). Bei kong mousha de jiangjun [A general charged with murder]. Apple 




code all of the collected editorials and op-eds. The coding process helped me to 
categorize the articles into different categories and manage these artifact materials in 
a systematic manner. This coding scheme and the coding process also helped me to 
better understand the mediated deliberation in Hong Kong newspapers. Therefore, it 
could help me to present my research findings and answer the research questions of 
this thesis. 
 
2.7 Data analysis 
 This section discusses the ways of analyzing the collected data and information. 
Fundamentally speaking, the data collected from the Wisenews database was used for 
assessing and measuring the quality of deliberation. The research procedures discussed 
in this chapter were the means used to achieve this fundamental goal. After the 
completion of each of the research procedures, it is necessary to illustrate and analyze 
the research findings in a clear and concise manner.  
 In order to present the findings of this research clearly, I have drawn reference 
from Pilon’s work (Pilon, 2009). Pilon used line graphs to show the pattern of the 
newspaper coverage on the issue of the referendum from May 2007 to October 2007 
(the analysis period of Pilon’s research) in order to assess the adequacy of newspaper 
coverage. The graphs that Pilon used in his research clearly showed that there was an 
initial explosion of attention in May 2007, which was the time that the Ontario 
Government announced to launch the referendum and set the fixed election date, then, 
the newspaper coverage plunged in June, July and August, but there was a reversal of 
the downward trend in September and October, the coverage in these two months 




Furthermore, Pilon also used bar graphs to show the pattern of opinion articles in 
terms of being on the pro or con side regarding the referendum and the pattern of 
opinion articles in terms of the presence or absence of evidence in substantiating the 
arguments made, in order to see whether the Ontario print media was able to include 
all relevant and competing views and to assess the quality of reason-giving. The graphs 
that he used also clearly showed that the Ontario print media failed to include and offer 
diversified viewpoints to readers as almost 60% of the coded articles were anti-
referendum articles, 7% were unclear or neutral, only less than 35% were pro-
referendum articles and the graphs also indicated that 60% of the coded articles did 
not make use of evidence to back up the arguments made. Then, Pilon further argued 
that the Ontario print media failed to fulfill the components of Habermas’ notion of an 
“ideal speech situation”. 
 As such, I have drawn reference from Pilon’s approach and used different graphs 
and tabulations to show the distribution patterns of the coded editorials and op-eds, 
because the approach that Pilon adopted to illustrate his research findings is clear and 
easy for readers to understand. In Chapter 3, graphs and tabulations are used to 
illustrate the findings of the first case study — the HKS construction project. In 
Chapter 4, graphs and tabulations are used to illustrate the findings of the second case 
study — the 3RS construction project. Further discussion on research findings and the 




Research Findings: The case of the construction of the Hong Kong Section of the 
Express Rail Link 
3.1 Introduction  
 This chapter presents the research findings about the case study of the HKS 
project. In this case study, 23 editorials and 135 op-eds were analyzed in order to 
investigate whether the Hong Kong print media could create an effective deliberative 
space for citizens to deliberate on the HKS project and see if the print media could 
fulfill the key themes that deliberative democracy theorists highlighted as important to 
an effective deliberation process. All of the analyzed articles were related to the HKS 
project and obtained from Apple Daily (AD), Oriental Daily News (OD), Ming Pao 
(MP) and Ta Kung Pao (TKP). 
This chapter is organized into six sections. The first section sets out the 
background information and explains the structure of this chapter. The next section 
describes the degree of newspaper coverage on the HKS project. The third section 
discusses the diversity of viewpoints of the analyzed articles, in other words, this 
section analyzes whether the Hong Kong print media was able to include diverse 
viewpoints and provide adequate space for the authors who held different views to 
deliberate on this project. The fourth section studies the quality of reason-giving of the 
analyzed articles. The fifth section focuses on the degree of responsiveness of the 
analyzed articles and examining whether the authors used any disrespectful languages 
throughout the article. The last section is concluding remarks, a brief conclusion of the 




3.2 Newspaper coverage on the HKS project 
This section describes how much the construction of the express rail link was 
covered in the selected newspapers during the analysis period (1 July 2009 to 30 June 
2010).58 For the purpose of assessing the adequacy of media coverage, I measured it 
by counting the number of relevant editorials and op-eds, assessing the proportion of 
newspaper coverage on the HKS project within the selected newspapers and 
comparing the frequency of coverage in different selected newspapers at different 
times within the analysis period. After I searched articles on the Wisenews database by 
using the designated search string, 158 pieces of relevant articles were collected.59 
 
3.2.1 Number of articles relating to the HKS project 
 From Figure 3 below, it shows that the collected articles can be broken down into 
85% op-eds and 15% editorials. In terms of the total coverage on the HKS project, OD 
took a leading position with 34.8% of the total coverage, followed by AD with 22.2% 
of the total coverage, MP and TKP also contributed 21.5% of the total coverage 
respectively. Apart from this, Figure 3 also shows that almost 35% of the TKP’s articles 
were editorials, such proportion was higher than the rest of the selected newspapers. 
 
3.2.2 The proportion of newspaper coverage within the selected Newspapers 
 Apart from counting the number of relevant articles, I also measured the degree 
of internal coverage by assessing the proportion of newspaper coverage on the HKS 
project within the selected newspapers, in order to have a more comprehensive 
understanding about the degree of internal coverage, I separated the collected data by 
 
58 For the further information about the selection of analysis period, see Section 2.4 of chapter 2. 
59 For the detailed information of search strings, see Section 2.5 of chapter 2. 
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article type and created Table 1a (Editorial) and 1b (Op-ed).60 Table 1a shows that the 
HKS project was able to receive more attention in TKP’s editorial page (3.22%), but 
the least attention in MP’s editorial page (0.53%), but in general, the degree of editorial 
coverage on the HKS project was low, in other words, it can be seen that even though 
the HKS is one of the largest scale infrastructure projects in the post-handover era, it 
was unable to receive high attention in the mainstream print media in Hong Kong.  
Furthermore, Table 1b indicates the degree of op-ed coverage on this project, it 
can be seen that this project was able to receive more attention in MP’s and AD’s op-
ed page, but the least attention in TKP’s op-ed page. As comparing MP and AD with 
other selected newspapers, MP’s (3.22%) and AD’s (2.71%) op-ed coverage on the 
HKS project were greater than OD’s (0.97%) and TKP’s (0.67%) coverage. 
 To sum up, in terms of the proportion of newspaper coverage on the HKS project 
within the selected newspapers, no matter in the editorial page or the op-ed page, it 
can be said that the newspaper coverage on this project was low overall, it could 
adversely affect the deliberation on this infrastructure project the overall deliberative 
quality.61 
 
3.2.3 Newspaper coverage on the HKS project (by month) 
For the purpose of measuring the frequency of newspaper coverage at different 
times within the analysis period to see whether the newspaper coverage on the HKS 
project was largely concentrated at a certain period of time or not, I measured it in two 
approaches. 62  First, I categorized all of the collected articles in terms of their 
 
60 Since the editorial articles published in Hong Kong newspapers are written by the newspaper 
editor, it can be regarded as an opinion piece that presents the stance and views of the newspaper 
publisher on a certain issue, in other words, it can be seen that in terms of the importance of the 
newspaper’s priority in coverage, editorial may carries more weight than op-ed. 
61 Further discussion on the potential impacts on the deliberative quality is provided in Section 5.2.1 
of chapter 5. 
62 Since deliberative democracy theorists emphasized that in order to facilitate the occurrence of 
effective mediated deliberation, the media should create a solid information base by providing an 
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publication date to see if the collected articles were largely concentrated at a certain 
period of time (See Figure 4 for details). Then, based on the data that I obtained from 
the categorization process, I measured the newspaper coverage in a comparative 
approach to see the trend of newspaper coverage in each selected newspaper and see 
if any of the selected newspapers tended to devote more attention to the project at a 
certain period of time (See Figure 5 for details). 
 
3.2.3.1 Total newspaper coverage on the HKS project (by month) 
 As indicated in Figure 4 below, the newspaper coverage on the HKS project was 
mainly concentrated in the first half of the analysis period (i.e. July 2009 to January 
2010) and only a small proportion of coverage occurred in the latter half of the analysis 
period. Specifically, from Figure 4 below, it can be seen that 76% of coverage on this 
project in total occurred in October 2009, December 2009 and January 2010, in other 
words, the newspaper coverage on this infrastructure project was highly concentrated, 
especially concentrated in the above three months. In view of this special pattern of 
coverage and in order to present the findings in a concise way, I put a particular focus 
on the articles of these three months.  
 
October 2009 
 As shown in Figure 4 below, it can be seen that 35 pieces of relevant articles were 
located in October 2009, in other words, 22% of the total coverage on the issue 
occurred in October 2009. The articles in October 2009 mainly focused on three 
aspects, which were: (i) the technical issues of the HKS (17 pieces); (ii) the economic 
 
extensive and comprehensive coverage on important issues. It can be seen that if the newspaper 
coverage was highly concentrated at a certain period of time, it would be hard for readers to receive 
and digest enormous information within a short period of time. Further discussion about this point is 




benefits of the HKS (12 pieces); and (iii) the efficiency and effectiveness of the HKS 
(6 pieces). 
 First, it can be seen that almost half of the articles in this month focused on the 
technical issues of the HKS project, it was because at that moment of time, there was 
a hot debate on whether the terminus of the HKS should be built at West Kowloon or 
at Kam Sheung Road (KSR). For instance, an op-ed in MP on 20 October 2009 listed 
out seven drawbacks of building the terminus at West Kowloon, for example, the 
author stated that the construction cost of the West Kowloon plan would be much 
higher than the KSR plan and the West Kowloon Cultural District development project 
would also be seriously affected if the Government insisted on building the terminus 
at West Kowloon (Lai, 2009a).63 Meanwhile, an op-ed in TKP on 29 October 2009 
responded to Lai’s article and argued that if the Government decided to build the 
terminus at KSR, it could not maximize the effectiveness of the HKS as KSR and its 
neighboring areas are the rural and low-population density areas, the author also 
described Lai and other pan-democratic camp LegCo members were the obstacles of 
the HKS project and argued that further delays would significantly increase the 
construction cost (Yau, 2009).64 Therefore, it can be seen that almost half of the 
articles in this month focused on the technical issues related to this project, especially 
focused on the debate of the future terminus location. 
 Second, the articles in this month also focused on illustrating the economic 
benefits of the HKS project, it can be seen that more than one-third of the articles 
focused on this aspect. For example, one of the op-eds in MP on 7 October 2009 quoted 
the case of European countries to substantiate his stance (i.e. support the construction 
 
63 Lai, Albert K. T. (2009a, October 20). Gaotie xi jiu zongzhan de qizong zui [The seven drawbacks 
of setting up the HKS terminus at West Kowloon]. Ming Pao, p. B13. 
64 Yau, Y. T. (2009, October 29). Li guang de kezhouqiujian shuiping di [The reasons for setting up the 
terminus at KSR proposed by Albert Lai were not solid]. Ta Kung Pao, p. A18. 
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of the HKS) and argued that the major European countries like Germany and France 
have kept expanding their high-speed rail network, the author deemed that the high-
speed rail would become one of the major means of cross-boundary transportation in 
the future and he deemed that upon the completion of the HKS project, it would create 
numerous new opportunities for the economic development of Hong Kong (Cheng, 
2009).65  Apart from this article, another op-ed in OD on 14 October 2009 also 
explained that the HKS could significantly enhance the capacity of Hong Kong’s 
transportation network and sustain Hong Kong’s economic growth (Cheung, 2009).66 
Hence, from these two examples, it can be seen that apart from focusing on the 
technical issues, the articles in this month also focused on the economic benefits of the 
HKS project. 
 Third, the articles in this month also focused on the efficiency and effectiveness 
of the HKS, specifically, 17% of the articles in this month focused on this aspect. As 
mentioned in Section 1.4 of chapter 1, according to the funding proposals released by 
the LegCo in 2010, the construction cost was estimated to be HK$66.9 billion, at that 
moment of time, many scholars or people in society expressed their concern over the 
construction cost, they worried that the HKS would eventually become a “white 
elephant”, some of them deemed that the money should be better spent on the provision 
of welfare services rather than spending on this project. For example, an op-ed in AD 
on 31 October 2009 compared Hong Kong’s high-speed rail with Taiwan’s high-speed 
rail and argued that the construction cost of the HKS project is unreasonably high in 
comparison with Taiwan, then, the author further argued that even though Taiwan’s 
high-speed rail has been operated for several years, it is still operating at a loss, as such, 
 
65 Cheng, Y. S. (2009, October 7). Gaosu tielu shidai de lailin [The arrival of the new high-speed rail 
era]. Ming Pao, p. B13. 
66 Cheung, C. K. (2009, October 14). Si ru fengyun: song wang ying lai [Usher out the old, greet the 
new]. Oriental Daily News, p. A32. 
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the author worried that the case of Hong Kong would be worse than Taiwan (Li, 
2009).67 Apart from this article, the author of an op-ed in MP on 8 October 2009 also 
expressed similar concern, the author compared Hong Kong’s high-speed rail with 
China’s and Taiwan’s high-speed rail and found out that even though China and Taiwan 
have operated their high-speed rail for several years, they are still operating at a loss, 
in view of this, the author suggested the SAR Government should think twice about 
the need of constructing the high-speed rail (Lai, 2009b).68 Hence, from these two 
examples, it can be seen that the authors who focused on this aspect mainly expressed 
their concern over the construction cost and the cost-effectiveness of this project. 
 Hence, it can be seen that the articles in October 2009 mainly focused on three 
aspects, which were: (i) the technical issues; (ii) the economic benefits; and (iii) the 
efficiency and effectiveness of the HKS. 
 
December 2009 
 From Figure 4 below, it shows that 26 pieces of relevant articles were captured in 
December 2009, in other words, more than 16% of the total coverage on this project 
occurred in December 2009. The articles in December 2009 mainly focused on four 
aspects, which were: (i) the efficiency and effectiveness of the HKS (8 pieces); (ii) the 
technical issues of the HKS (7 pieces); (iii) the economic benefits of the HKS (7 
pieces); and (iv) the Tsoi Yuen Village issue (3 pieces).69 From this, it can be seen that 
 
67 Li, T. S. (2009, October 31). Bei kong mousha de jiangjun [A general charged with murder]. Apple 
Daily, p. A18. 
68 Lai, Albert K. T. (2009b, October 8). Fanshi lun tudu gaotie juece [The theory of “whatever” posed 
a negative impact on the planning of the HKS]. Ming Pao, p. A30. 
69 Apart from these 25 pieces of articles, there was also a piece of article, which was written by the 
executive producer of “City Forum” and published in AD on 5 December 2009, in this article, the 
executive producer of “City Forum” responded to the accusation which made by the author of an op-ed 
in AD on 3 December 2009, as the author of this op-ed accused that in the “City Forum” held on 25 
October 2009, the executive producer of “City Forum” tried to exclude the voices and opinions of anti-
HKS members. Therefore, the executive producer of “City forum” clarified and emphasized that the 
“City Forum” has attached equal importance to different sides’ viewpoints. For details, see Chengshi 
luntan laihan [A Letter from the “City Forum”]. (2009, December 5). Apple Daily, p. A20. 
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the themes of the articles in December 2009 were quite similar to the themes of the 
articles in October 2009.70 
 First, after an in-depth review of the articles, it can be seen that almost one-third 
of the articles in December 2009 paid attention to the efficiency and effectiveness of 
this project, same as the articles in October 2009, some of the authors of the articles in 
December 2009 expressed their concern over the cost-effectiveness of the HKS project 
and worried that this project would eventually become a “white elephant”. On the other 
hand, the articles in this month were not totally the same as the articles in October 
2009, it can also be seen that even though some of the articles analyzed the HKS 
project from a perspective of efficiency and effectiveness, their views and stances 
towards this project could be totally different and in their view, the HKS could be a 
profitable and highly efficient infrastructure. Using an op-ed in MP on 10 December 
2009 as an example, the author of this article used Japan’s high-speed rail as an 
evidence to respond to the concern raised by the anti-HKS groups related to the cost-
effectiveness of this project, the author argued that as long as having a high-quality 
management and appropriate alignments like Japan’s high-speed rail, Hong Kong’s 
high-speed rail could also be a profitable infrastructure and it would be beneficial to 
the whole society, the author also analyzed the reasons why Taiwan’s high-speed rail 
could not make profit and he deemed that it could be attributed to the wrong choice of 
the stations’ locations, the author finally concluded that Hong Kong should draw 
reference from Japan and take Taiwan’s case as a good lesson and suggested the 
 
70 There are two reasons for the decision that I separated the articles in October and December 2009 
for analysis under the situation that they had similar themes. First of all, through analyzing the articles 
in these two months separately, I could understand that during that period, the media and society had 
prolonged discussions on the above-mentioned issues. Second, even though the articles in these two 
months had similar themes, the content and the author’s views towards the HKS could be totally 
different. Therefore, by analyzing the articles in October and December 2009 separately, it could help 
me to have a better understanding regarding the discussions on the HKS and present my research 




Government should build the terminus at West Kowloon (Chung, 2009).71 Therefore, 
it can be seen that even though some of the articles in this month also analyzed the 
HKS project from a perspective of efficiency and effectiveness and the theme was 
similar to the articles in October 2009, their stances and arguments could be different.  
 Second, as mentioned above, more than one-fourth of the articles in this month 
devoted their attention to the technical issues of this project. Same as the above-
mentioned articles which I located in October 2009, some of the articles in this month 
also suggested the Government can consider building the terminus at KSR rather than 
at West Kowloon in order to reduce the cost and facilitate the residents of New 
Territories could reach the terminus in an easier way. On the other hand, some of the 
articles tried to rebut such kind of views. For example, an op-ed in MP on 16 December 
2009 compared the West Kowloon plan with the KSR plan and analyzed these two 
plans from a perspective of technical feasibility, the author argued that if the 
Government adopted the KSR plan, due to the distance between KSR and Shenzhen is 
short, it would lead to the HKS could not reach its maximum efficiency and finally 
lose its meaning (Fong, 2009).72 Hence, from this example, it can be seen that even 
though the articles in this month analyzed the HKS project from the same perspective 
(i.e. from a perspective of technical feasibility), their stances and arguments could be 
different. 
Third, as I mentioned above, there were also more than one-fourth of the articles 
in this month focused on the economic benefits of this project and appealed to the 
society to support this project. For example, an op-ed in OD on 28 December 2009 
stated that the HKS could substantially reduce passengers’ travel time and facilitate 
 
71  Chung, Nelson M. K. (2009, December 10). Gaotie bu zhuanqian? [Is the high-speed rail an 
unprofitable infrastructure or not?]. Ming Pao, p. A32. 
72 Fong, C. (2009, December 16). Xianggang gaotie zhengyi zhong de fansi [The lessons drawn from 
the controversy of the HKS project]. Ming Pao, p. A32. 
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economic activities between Hong Kong and the major mainland cities, the author of 
this op-ed also urged the LegCo members to stop filibustering and pass the relevant 
funding proposals so as to allow the HKS project to be commenced as early as possible 
(Chan, 2009).73 Hence, it can be seen that the theme of some of the articles in this 
month was similar to the articles in October 2009.  
Last but not least, during the in-depth review process, I found that some of the 
articles (3 pieces) in this month also paid attention to the Tsoi Yuen Village issue. 
According to Chang (2010), as the proposed alignments of the HKS would run through 
the Tsoi Yuen village, in view of this, the Government planned to relocate more than 
150 households, but indeed, most of the villagers have been living in the village for 
several decades and they were reluctant to move to new homes, as such, the 
Government’s decision of relocating the villagers aroused many controversies in 
society and sparked several large-scale protests at that moment of time.74 As such, 
some of the relevant articles in this month also paid attention to the Tsoi Yuen Village 
controversy. For example, one of the op-eds in AD on 2 December 2009 dissatisfied 
that the Government ignored all of the opposing voices and tried to force through the 
HKS project, the author also deemed that the Government would eventually eat its 
own bitter fruit and he also showed a supportive attitude towards the anti-HKS 
campaign and a sympathetic attitude towards the villagers (Ng, 2009).75 
Hence, apart from paying attention to the technical issues, the economic benefits 
and the efficiency and effectiveness, it can be seen that some of the articles in this 
 
73 Chan, K. L. (2009, December 28). Tianqian he ri bian tongtu [When can the HKS project be started?]. 
Oriental Daily News, p. A32. 
74  During December 2009 and January 2010, the anti-HKS groups organized several large-scale 
protests to against the construction of the high-speed rail and help the Tsoi Yuen Village villagers to 
protect their home, most of the participants of this anti-HKS campaign were the post-80s. In order to 
reach their goals, they adopted various means, such as demonstrations, sit-ins, hunger-strikes as well as 
performing a “prostrating walk”. 
75 Ng, C. S. (2009, December 2). Fan gaotie weihe shengshi haoda [Why the anti-HKS campaign could 
gain a lot of support?]. Apple Daily, p. A22. 
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month also paid attention to the Tsoi Yuen Village issue, which was another huge 
controversy at that moment of time.  
 
January 2010 
From Figure 4 below, it shows that 59 pieces of relevant articles were captured in 
January 2010, in other words, more than 37% of the total coverage on this project 
occurred in January 2010, as mentioned in Section 1.4 of chapter 1, the HKS project 
was approved by the LegCo in January 2010, in other words, this month was the critical 
moment of this project, it could be one of the main reasons leading to such a high 
proportion of newspaper coverage on this project at that moment of time. Given that 
this month was the critical moment of this project, the authors the articles in this month 
tried to discuss various issues relating to this project. Specifically, the themes of the 
articles are stated as follows (See Table 2 for details). From Table 2 below, it can be 
seen that some of the themes were duplicated with the articles in October 2009 and 
December 2009, in view of this, in this section, I put my focus on the themes that I 
have not mentioned in the previous sections. For the unmentioned themes, I set out in 
bold as shown in Table 2 below. 
First, it can be seen that more than 35% of the articles in this month focused on 
the LegCo’s scrutiny process. As mentioned above, this project was finally approved 
by the LegCo on 16 January 2010 and this month was the critical moment of the HKS 
project. Indeed, the scrutiny process of the HKS project was not that smooth and it was 
seriously affected by the filibuster action at that moment of time. Therefore, a 
relatively large proportion of the articles in this month expressed their views on this 
issue and urged the LegCo members to approve this project as soon as possible. For 
example, an editorial in TKP on 08 January 2010 illustrated China’s high-speed rail 
technology has matured and well-developed, the author also described the HKS as a 
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“golden opportunity” for Hong Kong to enhance its economic development and 
connect with national high-speed rail network, the author urged the LegCo members 
should grasp this “golden opportunity” and pass the bill in order to seek for an earlier 
completion of the project (“Gaotie bokuan”, 2010).76 Besides, another editorial in MP 
on 6 January 2010 also expressed the similar concern and argued that the actions of 
the Professional Commons (i.e. the advocator of the KSR plan) were aimed at 
appealing to populist sentiments and such kind of actions were simply the emotional 
reactions and betrayed the spirit of scientific enquiry (“Gaotie gongcheng”, 2010).77 
From these two examples, it can be seen that a relatively large proportion of the articles 
in this month focused on the scrutiny process and urged lawmakers to pass the bill as 
early as possible. 
Second, as indicated in Table 2 below, almost 12% of the articles placed their 
focus on the Government’s approach in handling the HKS project. As mentioned 
before, the HKS project is one of the most controversial infrastructure projects after 
the handover, at that moment of time, there was a view that the Government should 
critically review its approach in handling this project and should be more transparent 
in order to avoid unnecessary controversies. For example, an op-ed article in AD on 
16 January 2010 suggested that the Government should hold a referendum and let 
members in society decide whether the HKS project should be taken forward or not, 
the author deemed that in contemporary societies, the Government should be more 
transparent and decentralize its power to the public for the purpose of facilitating the 
civil society development (Chung, 2010).78 Also, another op-ed in OD on 16 January 
 
76 Gaotie bokuan buneng zai tuoyan [The funding of the HKS project should be passed as soon as 
possible]. (2010, January 08). Ta Kung Pao, p. A02. 
77 Gaotie gongcheng wu zai cuotuo cai wei hui ying tongguo bokuan [The Financial Committee of the 
LegCo should approve the funding proposals of the HKS project as soon as possible]. (2010, January 
06). Ming Pao, p. A02. 
78 Chung, S. (2010, January 16). Yi gongtou jiejue gaotie zhengyi [Solving the HKS controversy by 
holding a referendum]. Apple Daily, p. A18. 
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2010 suggested the Government should respond to the public and disclose more 
information and technical analysis reports relating to the HKS project in order to allay 
the public concerns (Ho, 2010).79 Therefore, it can be seen that some of the articles in 
this month focused on the Government’s approach in handling the HKS project and 
provided suggestions to the Government in order to have an improvement and avoid 
unnecessary controversies. 
Third, from Table 2 below, it shows that 4 pieces of articles in this month focused 
on the anti-HKS campaign. As mentioned before, several large-scale protests were 
organized by anti-HKS groups in December 2009 and January 2010, the protestors 
urged the Government to listen to their voices and withdraw the plan of building high-
speed rail, as such, it can be seen that some of the articles in this month focused on this 
campaign. For instance, an op-ed article in AD on 15 January 2010, which was written 
by one of the anti-HKS campaign organizers, Willis Ho, she explained the reasons of 
organizing and participating in this campaign, she argued that even though economic 
development is important, preserving Hong Kong’s traditional culture and history is 
also important for Hong Kong, she hoped that the Government can listen to their voices 
and withdraw the HKS project so as to preserve the Tsoi Yuen Village and let the 
villagers can continue living in their home in the future, she also appealed to the society 
in order to gain support and mobilize more people to participate in the campaign (Ho, 
2010).80 Therefore, from this example, it can be seen that a part of the articles in this 
month focused on discussing the anti-HKS campaign. 
Last but not least, Table 2 indicates that 2 pieces of the articles in this month 
focused on the subsequent socio-political impacts of the HKS project. For example, an 
 
79 Ho, Patrick C.P. (2010, January 16). Gaotie shijian chongman maodun [The HKS controversy is full 
of contradictions]. Oriental Daily News, p. A36. 
80 Ho, Willis K. W. (2010, January 15). Weisheme women yige ge zhan chulai? [Why do we need to 
stand up and against the HKS project?]. Apple Daily, p. A16. 
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op-ed article in AD on 22 January 2010 argued that the HKS controversy could 
facilitate the development of the Hong Kong civil society and the author forecasted 
that after the anti-HKS campaign, younger generations would become the mainstay of 
social movements in Hong Kong and their role would become increasingly important 
in the future, he also condemned the Government ignored public opinions and passed 
the project without a detailed discussion (Choi, 2010).81 Therefore, it can be seen that 
some of the articles in this month focused on the subsequent issues of the HKS project. 
Hence, it can be seen that some of the articles in January 2010 paid attention to 
various issues, apart from paying attention to the themes that I mentioned in October 
2009’s section and December 2009’s section, the articles in January 2010 also focused 
on other different aspects, such as the LegCo’s scrutiny process, the Government’s 




Again, it can be seen that the coverage on the HKS project was largely 
concentrated in the first half of the analysis period, particularly concentrated in 
October 2009, December 2009 and January 2010. To sum up, after an in-depth review, 
I found that the authors of the analyzed articles shifted their discussion focuses from 





81 Choi, K. Y. (2010, January 22). Gaotie dai gei xianggang de jinbu [The positive improvements 
brought by the HKS project]. Apple Daily, p. A16. 
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3.2.3.2 Comparative newspaper coverage on the HKS project (by month) 
 From Figure 5 below, it shows the trend of newspaper coverage in each selected 
newspaper at different times within the analysis period. As mentioned above, based on 
the data I extracted from Figure 4, I created Figure 5 and measured the newspaper 
coverage in a comparative approach. Therefore, it can be seen that the trend of Figure 
5 is similar to the trend of Figure 4. As indicated in Figure 5 below, in terms of the 
frequency of newspaper coverage on the HKS project, it can be seen that the coverage 
in each selected newspaper was quite consistent, all of the selected newspapers (TKP, 
MP, AD and OD) tended to concentrate their coverage in the first half of the analysis 
period, especially in January 2010, a possible explanation for this finding could be that 
some of the article writers tried to make their last-ditch effort to shape or change the 
public views towards the HKS project, or even the government’s decision via the 
opinions in the newspapers. In other words, it can be seen that after the LegCo 
approved this project in January 2010, the HKS project could only receive little 
attention in the selected newspapers and not many writers still devoted their attention 
to this project and deliberated on it, as mentioned in Section 3.2.3 of this chapter, Gastil 
(2008) argued that a comprehensive and extensive coverage on the issue is the pre-
condition for the quality deliberation, from the findings, it can be seen that the selected 
newspapers were unable to provide an extensive coverage to the public. Although the 
project was already approved in January 2010, this did not imply that the media 
coverage and deliberation on this project should also be stopped, as some controversial 
issues related to this project were still unresolved, such as the Tsoi Yuen Village issue. 
However, it can be seen that the selected newspapers did not have an in-depth coverage 





Figure 3. No. of editorials and op-eds relating to the HKS project 
 
 
Table 1a & 1b. The proportion of newspaper coverage on the HKS project 
within the selected Newspapers (Editorial & Op-ed) 




All Articles  
(Editorial) 
% of all articles 
(Editorial)82 
TKP 10 311 3.22 
MP 2 377 0.53 
AD 5 313 1.60 







82 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 












All Articles  
(Op-ed) 
% of all articles  
(Op-ed) 
TKP 24 3556 0.67 
MP 32 993 3.22 
AD 30 1107 2.71 
OD 49 5039 0.97 
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Table 2: The themes of the articles in January 2010 
 

















Jul-09 Aug-09 Sep-09 Oct-09 Nov-09 Dec-09 Jan-10 Feb-10 Mar-10 Apr-10 May-10 Jun-10
Ta Kung Pao Ming Pao Apple Daily Oriental Daily News
 No. of articles 
The LegCo’s scrutiny process 21 
The economic benefits of the HKS project 10 
The efficiency and effectiveness of the HKS project 10 
The Government’s approach in handling the HKS project 7 
The anti-HKS campaign 4 
The technical issues of the HKS project 4 
The subsequent socio-political impacts of the HKS project 2 
The Tsoi Yuen Village issue 1 
Total:  59 
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3.3 Balance and diversity 
 This section discusses whether the selected newspapers were able to include 
diverse viewpoints and provide adequate space for the authors who held different 
views to deliberate on the HKS project. I measured it step by step. First, I categorized 
the collected editorials and op-eds in terms of their positions towards the HKS project 
to see whether the selected newspapers tended to include more articles which held a 
certain stance in their editorial or op-ed pages and devote less attention to articles 
which held other stances at the same time. Second, I analyzed each piece of the 
collected articles to see if the authors could include diverse viewpoints in their article. 
Finally, I measured the average proportion of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements in the 
analyzed articles to see if the certain side’s viewpoints dominated the deliberation 
process. 
 
3.3.1 Position towards the HKS project 
After categorizing the collected articles in terms of their stances towards the HKS 
project, broadly speaking, it can be seen that around 51% (80 pieces) of the collected 
articles indicated a favorable attitude towards the HKS project, 30% (48 pieces) 
indicated an unfavorable attitude, around 13% (20 pieces) held a mixed stance and 6% 
(10 pieces) held a neutral stance (See Figure 6 and Figure 7 for details). Specifically, 
in order to measure the degree of balance and diversity, first, I categorized the articles 
in terms of their stances towards the HKS project to see whether the newspaper 
coverage on the HKS project was balanced or not. Then, I created Figure 6 (measured 
by Newspaper) and Figure 7 (measured by the article type) in order to describe the 
pattern of newspaper coverage in a graphical format.  
First, Figure 6 below indicates that the coverage on the HKS project in the 
selected newspapers was distributed in a relatively unbalanced way in terms of the 
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article’s position towards the HKS project, especially in AD and TKP. For instance, 
from Figure 6 below, it can be seen that 35 pieces of relevant articles were captured in 
AD, but in terms of the article’s position, almost 90% of them (31 pieces) were against 
the HKS project and no pro-HKS articles could be found in AD. The similar coverage 
pattern could also be found in TKP, as shown in Figure 6 below, it can be seen that 34 
pieces of the relevant articles were captured in TKP, but in terms of the article’s 
position, almost all of them (33 pieces) were pro-HKS articles and no anti-HKS articles 
could be found in TKP. Although the coverage in MP and OD seemed relatively 
balanced in comparison with the coverage in AD and TKP in terms of the article’s 
position, it was still difficult to regard either MP’s or OD’s coverage pattern as a 
balanced coverage pattern. As shown in Figure 6 below, it can be seen that a large 
proportion of the articles captured in MP and OD were pro-HKS articles. As a result, 
it can be seen that the newspaper coverage was distributed in a relatively unbalanced 
way in terms of the article’s position towards the HKS project. 
Furthermore, apart from Figure 6, based on the data that I extracted from Figure 
6, Figure 7 was created and rather than measuring by Newspaper, Figure 7 was 
measured by the article type. From Figure 7 below, it can be more clearly seen that the 
newspaper coverage on the HKS project was distributed in a relatively unbalanced 
way during the analysis period. Figure 7 below clearly reflects that the space for the 
authors who held a neutral or a mixed position to deliberate on this project was smaller 
than those who held a clear stance (i.e. being pro or con towards the HKS project), as 
shown in Figure 7 below, only around 19% (30 pieces) of the captured articles were 
neutral or mixed articles, in contrast, 81% (128 pieces) of the captured articles were 
either pro-HKS or anti-HKS. Also, Figure 7 below also shows that all of the editorials 
which related to the HKS project were either pro-HKS or anti-HKS. Therefore, it could 
75 
 
be seen that the space for those who held a neutral or a mixed position to deliberate on 
this project was smaller than those who held a clear stance towards the HKS project. 
As such, in terms of the article’s position, as indicated in Figure 6 and Figure 7 
below, during the analysis period, the newspaper coverage on the HKS project was 
distributed in a relatively unbalanced way, especially in AD and TKP. There is a 
possible explanation for this finding. As AD and TKP are the newspapers on both ends 
of the political spectrum, these two newspapers might have a stronger intention to 
select and include more articles which were consistent with their political position and 
filter out the others.83 Besides, Figure 7 also indicates the room for the authors who 
held a neutral or a mixed stance to deliberate on this project was smaller than those 
who held a clear position. 
 
3.3.2 Diversity of viewpoints 
 In order to have a better understanding on whether the authors were able to 
include diverse viewpoints in their articles or not, I assessed it by reading each piece 
of the collected articles in detail first.84 Then, I created Figure 8 and Figure 9 in order 
to illustrate the degree of diversity of viewpoints of the analyzed articles in a graphical 
format. From Figure 8 and Figure 9 below, it can be seen that almost 65% (102 pieces) 
 
83 In terms of the political spectrum of Hong Kong newspapers, AD is viewed as a newspaper that 
takes a pro-democracy and anti-government stance. For example, during the era of CY Leung’s 
administration, AD frequently used the term “Langying” (狼英) to call the then CE, Mr. CY Leung. In 
contrast, TKP is a newspaper regarded as a pro-Beijing and pro-government newspaper. For example, 
TKP frequently described the pan-democracy camp legislators as “troublemakers”. Further 
information about the political spectrum of Hong Kong newspapers is available at the website, The 
New York Times. (2014): Hong Kong Newspapers, Pro- and Anti-Beijing, Weigh In on Protests. 
Retrieved 7 April, 2019 from https://sinosphere.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/06/hong-kong-
newspapers-pro-and-anti-beijing-weigh-in-on-protests/ 
84 During the reading process, I read through an article in detail first, and then I conducted an analysis 
of each sentence in that article, in order to assign a suitable score for that article afterwards. Using the 
op-ed in MP on 7 October 2009 as an example, after I analyzed each sentence of this op-ed, I found that 
this article had 56 sentences in total, for the number of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements, 21 pro-HKS 
statements and 3 anti-HKS statements were found in this article. Then, I assigned this article as 
“included both sides’ viewpoints”. For the detailed information of this op-ed, see Cheng, Y. S. (2009, 
October 7). Gaosu tielu shidai de lailin [The arrival of the new high-speed rail era]. Ming Pao, p. B13. 
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of the articles were one-sided articles (i.e. only included either pro-HKS or anti-HKS 
viewpoints throughout the article) and around 32% (51 pieces) of the articles were 
defined as “included both sides’ viewpoints”.85 
As shown in Figure 8 below, it indicates the degree of diversity of viewpoints of 
each selected newspaper. It can be seen that almost 73% (40 pieces) of the articles in 
OD and almost 70% (24 pieces) of the articles in AD were one-sided articles. The 
similar distribution pattern could also be found in TKP, it can be seen that almost 60% 
(20 pieces) of the articles in TKP were also regarded as one-sided articles. For the case 
of MP, it could be said that the degree of diversity of viewpoints was higher in MP, as 
in MP, only 52% (18 pieces) of the articles were regarded as one-sided articles and 
such proportion was lower than the other selected newspapers. However, it was still 
difficult to say MP was the newspaper that could include diverse viewpoints, as 
mentioned above, it can be seen that a large proportion of the articles in MP also only 
included one side’s viewpoints rather than including different sides’ viewpoints. 
Moreover, from Figure 8 below, focusing on those one-sided articles, it can be seen 
that almost 58% of the one-sided articles (59 out of 102) only included pro-HKS 
viewpoints and around 42% of them (43 out of 102) only included anti-HKS 
viewpoints.  
 Furthermore, apart from measuring the articles by Newspaper, the articles were 
also measured in terms of the article’s position, Figure 9 below shows the distribution 
pattern in a clearer way. Again, it can be clearly seen that a large proportion of the 
collected articles were one-sided articles and comparing the pro-HKS viewpoints with 
the anti-HKS viewpoints in terms of the proportion of coverage, the former one had a 
higher proportion of coverage (See Figure 9 for details). Apart from this, Figure 9 also 
 
85 It can also be seen that 5 pieces of articles were defined as “did not include any viewpoints that 
indicated a particular stance towards the HKS project”. 
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shows that for those articles which held a clear stance towards the HKS project, most 
of the authors of this type of articles tended to only include viewpoints that were 
consistent with their positions in their articles. Specifically, from Figure 9 below, for 
the pro-HKS articles, it shows that almost 70% of them (55 out of 80) were one-sided 
articles and the authors of these 55 pieces of articles also only included the pro-HKS 
viewpoints in their articles. The case of anti-HKS articles was similar, from Figure 9 
below, for the anti-HKS articles, it shows that almost 70% of them (33 out of 48) were 
one-sided articles and nearly all of the authors of these one-sided and anti-HKS articles 
(32 out of 33) also only included the anti-HKS viewpoints in their articles. 
As such, after measuring the diversity of viewpoints of the analyzed articles, 
several features could be identified. First, it can be seen that a large proportion of the 
collected articles were one-sided articles. Second, it can be seen that in terms of the 
proportion of coverage, generally speaking, the pro-HKS viewpoints had a higher 
proportion of coverage. Besides, for those articles which indicated a clear stance 
towards the HKS project, it can be seen that most of the authors of this type of articles 
tended to only include viewpoints that were consistent with their positions throughout 
their articles.  
 
3.3.3 The average proportion of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements  
 For the purpose of further examining whether either the pro-HKS or anti-HKS 
viewpoints played a dominant role in the deliberation process, I measuring the average 
proportion of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements in the analyzed articles first.86 Then, 
 
86 In detail, for the purpose of measuring the average proportion of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements, 
I recorded all of the statements which indicated a clear position towards the HKS project and count its 
amount first. Then, I measured the total length of that article (i.e. by counting the total number of 
statements). After that, I calculated the proportion of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements in that article. 
Using an editorial in MP on 21 September 2009 as an example, this editorial had 18 sentences in total, 
I could find 2 pro-HKS statements and 2 anti-HKS statements in this article. Then, the proportion of 
pro-HKS statements and the proportion of anti-HKS statements in this editorial were the same (11.11%). 
For the detailed information of this editorial, see Xianggang sui yao gaotie dau wu buxi gongben 
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I created Table 3 (measured by Newspaper) and Table 4 (measured by the article’s 
position) in order to show the detailed figures in a clearer way. First, as indicated in 
Table 3 below, the distribution of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements in the analyzed 
articles during the analysis period was not balanced. Besides, from Table 4 below, in 
terms of the average proportion of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements, it can be seen 
that the authors of the articles which held a clear stance tended to devote a substantial 
portion of their articles to the viewpoints that were consistent with their positions. The 
detailed explanation is stated as follows. 
 First of all, from Table 3 below, it can be seen that the distribution of pro-HKS 
and anti-HKS statements was unbalanced, especially in AD and TKP. Using TKP as 
an example, in terms of the average proportion of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements 
in each article, on average, the average proportion of pro-HKS statements and anti-
HKS statements in TKP’s articles were 45.19% and 1.73% respectively. In other words, 
it could be said that the authors of the articles in TKP tended to devote a substantial 
portion of their articles to the pro-HKS viewpoints. The case of AD was at the other 
extreme, the authors of the articles in AD tended to devote a substantial portion of their 
articles to the anti-HKS viewpoints, as shown in Table 3 below, on average, the average 
proportion of pro-HKS statements and anti-HKS statements in AD’s articles were 
2.04% and 46.57% respectively. The distribution in OD was also unbalanced, it can be 
seen that the average proportion of pro-HKS statements and anti-HKS statements were 
28.53% and 14.42% respectively, in other words, for the case of OD, on average, the 
proportion of pro-HKS statements was almost 2 times higher than the anti-HKS 
statements. The distribution in MP seemed relatively balanced in comparison with 
other selected newspapers, it can be seen that the average proportion of pro-HKS 
 
[Although Hong Kong needs the high-speed rail, we should pay attention to the cost]. (2009, September 
21). Ming Pao, p. A02. 
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statements and anti-HKS statements were 20.87% and 30.04%. As a result, from Table 
3 below, it can be seen that in terms of the average proportion of pro-HKS statements 
and anti-HKS statements, the distribution was not balanced, especially in AD and TKP, 
even though the relatively balanced distribution could be found in MP, it was still 
difficult to consider MP’s distribution as a totally balanced distribution. 
Secondly, from Table 4 below, another feature could also be identified. Focusing 
on those articles which held a clear stance, the authors of this kind of articles tended 
to devote a substantial portion of their articles to the viewpoints that were consistent 
with their positions. Specifically, as indicated in Table 4 below, for those analyzed 
articles which held a supportive stance towards the HKS project, on average, more 
than 45% of the statements in those pro-HKS articles were pro-HKS statements, but 
only around 2% of them were anti-HKS statements. On the other hand, for those 
analyzed articles which held an opposing stance towards the HKS project, on average, 
more than 50% of the statements in those anti-HKS articles were anti-HKS statements, 
but only less than 3% of them were pro-HKS statements. Therefore, from Table 4 
below, it shows that the authors of the articles which held a clear position towards the 
HKS project tended to devote a substantial portion of their articles to the viewpoints 
that were consistent with their positions, in contrast, they only paid little attention to 
the opposite views. 
As such, in terms of the average proportion of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements, 
from the above, it can be seen that the distribution of pro-HKS and anti-HKS 
statements was not balanced, especially in AD and TKP (See Table 3 for details). 
Besides, Table 4 below indicates that the authors of the articles which held a clear 
stance towards the HKS project tended to devote a substantial portion of their articles 
to the viewpoints that were consistent with their positions, but at the same time, they 
only devoted little attention to the opposite views.  
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Figure 6. Position towards the HKS project (by Newspaper) 
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Figure 8. Diversity of viewpoints (by Newspaper) 
 
 
Figure 9. Diversity of viewpoints (by the article’s position) 
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Table 3. The average proportion of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements  
(by Newspaper)87 
  
Pro-HKS sentences as % of 
total no. of sentences  
Anti-HKS sentences as % 
of total no. of sentences 
Ta Kung Pao 45.19% 1.73% 
Ming Pao 20.87% 30.04% 
Apple Daily 2.04% 46.57% 
Oriental Daily News 28.53% 14.42% 
 
Table 4. The average proportion of pro-HKS and anti-HKS statements (by the 
article’s position)88 
  
Pro-HKS sentences as % of 
total no. of sentences  
Anti-HKS sentences as % of  
total no. of sentences 
Neutral 2.96% 5.59% 
Pro-HKS 45.22% 2.01% 
Anti-HKS 2.70% 50.68% 












87 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 
88 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 
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3.4 The quality of reason-giving 
This section focuses on analyzing the quality of reason-giving of the collected 
articles. As deliberative democracy theorists emphasized that the high quality of 
reason-giving is an indispensable component for deliberative democracy, the criterion 
of the quality of reason-giving is also directly related to the third research question of 
this thesis (See Section 1.3 of chapter 1 for details). To assess the quality of reason-
giving, I have adopted some of the indicators of the DQI.89 Specifically, I read through 
each piece of collected articles first in order to know what and how many arguments 
that were raised by the author (s). Then, I analyzed each of the arguments and assigned 
a suitable score on them based on their completeness. Finally, the tables and figures 
below (Table 5 and Table 6; Figure 10 and Figure 11) were created in order to describe 
the findings about the quality of reason-giving in a clear format. 
 
3.4.1 The average number of arguments in each analyzed article 
 As shown in Table 5 (measured by Newspaper) and Table 6 (measured by article’s 
position) below, these two tables clearly show the average number of arguments that 
the author (s) raised in his or her article. In terms of measuring by Newspaper, on 
average, the centrist newspaper (MP) had the highest number of arguments in each 
article in comparison with the patriotic newspaper (TKP) and the populist newspapers 
(AD and OD) (See Table 5 for details).90 On average, the authors of the MP’s articles 
raised 2.21 arguments in each article, in contrast, the authors of the articles published 
in TKP, OD and AD only raised 1.82, 1.53 and 1.26 arguments in their articles 
respectively. It can be seen that the populist newspapers (AD and OD) were trailing 
behind in terms of the average number of arguments in each article. To explain the 
 
89 For the detailed information about what indicators I have borrowed for this study, see Section 1.5.7 
of chapter 1 for details. 
90 For the definition of the centrist newspapers, the patriotic newspapers and the populist newspapers, 
see Section 2.3 of chapter 2 for details. 
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reasons why the average number of arguments of the articles published in the populist 
newspapers was fewer than the articles published in the centrist and patriotic 
newspapers, the target readership and the nature of the populist newspapers could be 
the reasons leading to it. As mentioned in the previous chapter, the priority 
consideration of the populist newspapers is to cater for the needs of relatively low-
educated readers, they tend to report issues that are closely relevant to the public 
interests rather than focusing on topics which are very academic and complicated. In 
other words, it can be seen that the target readership of the populist newspapers is the 
general public, but for other types of newspapers, such as the centrist newspapers, they 
target the middle-class and intellectuals as their main audience. As such, in order to 
cater for the needs of relatively low-educated readers, the articles in the populist 
newspapers could not be too difficult to understand or include too much information. 
Hence, the nature and the target readership of the populist newspapers could be the 
reasons leading to such distribution pattern.91 
 Furthermore, Table 6 below also shows the average number of arguments of the 
analyzed articles, but it was measured in terms of the article’s stance, as such, Table 6 
shows the other side of the picture. In terms of the average number of arguments, it 
can be seen that the leading position was occupied by the pro-HKS articles, on average, 
the authors of the pro-HKS articles raised 1.90 arguments in their articles, in contrast, 
the only 1.33 arguments could be found in the anti-HKS articles on average. Therefore, 
comparing the pro-HKS articles with the articles which took other stances, it can be 
seen that the authors of the pro-HKS articles tended to include more arguments in their 
articles. 
 
91 This can be manifested in the length of the collected articles. When I was conducting analysis on 
the collected articles, I also measured the article length by counting the number of sentences of each 
article. Generally, the length of the articles which published in the centrist newspaper was longer than 
the articles which published in the populist newspapers. For details about the average length of the 
analyzed articles, please see Appendix E. 
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As such, through measuring the average number of arguments that the author (s) 
raised in their articles, two features could be identified. First, it can be seen that the 
average number of arguments of the articles published in the centrist newspaper was 
greater than the articles published in the populist and the patriotic newspapers. Second, 
it can also be seen that the authors of the pro-HKS articles tended to include more 
arguments in their articles. 
 
3.4.2 The completeness of justifications  
 For the purpose of measuring the completeness of justifications, as mentioned in 
the previous chapter, I have drawn reference from the DQI in order to have a 
measurement tool for me to measure whether the authors could provide complete 
justifications in their articles in order to substantiate their arguments and measure the 
deliberative performance of the selected newspapers. Specifically, I analyzed each 
piece of articles and identified what arguments the author (s) raised in his or her article 
first. Then, I judged each of the arguments based on its completeness in order to assign 
a suitable score on it afterwards. Finally, as shown below, Figure 10 (measured by 
Newspaper) and Figure 11 (measured by the article’s position) were created in order 
to show the detailed figures graphically. As shown below, for this case, 158 articles 
were analyzed and 265 arguments could be identified in total.  
Through analyzing Figure 10 and Figure 11, several features could be identified. 
First, it can be seen that a large proportion of the authors of the analyzed articles could 
give sufficient evidence or reasons to substantiate their arguments, it can be seen that 
more than 93% of the analyzed arguments were defined as “Level 3: in-depth qualified 
justification” or above, which means that most of the authors could provide logical 
reasons as well as reliable data and figures at the same time in order to substantiate 
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their arguments, this could bring about positive impact on the deliberation process.92 
Second, it can also be seen that to a large extent, the populist newspapers could also 
provide a high quality of reason-giving and facilitate the deliberation process although 
some scholars argued that the populist newspapers tend to only cater for the needs of 
readers and focus on attracting readers’ attention. Besides, as indicated in Figure 11 
below, it can be seen that almost 82% of the arguments for this case were contributed 
by the pro-HKS or anti-HKS articles and specifically, a large number of the arguments 
were pro-HKS arguments, in other words, it can be seen that the deliberation was 
largely dominated by pro-HKS and anti-HKS viewpoints, especially dominated by 
pro-HKS viewpoints. Apart from these features, during the analysis process, I found 
that there was misleading and inaccurate information included in an editorial article 
and readers may be misled by the inaccurate information. The detailed explanation of 
each point is stated as follows. 
 First of all, in terms of the quality of reason-giving, Figure 10 below shows that 
for this case study, almost all (99.25%) of the analyzed arguments were defined as 
“Level 2: qualified justification” or above and only 0.75% of them were defined as 
“Level 1: inferior justification”, in other words, most of the authors of the analyzed 
articles were able to provide suitable reasons or data to substantiate their arguments. 
Specifically, it can be seen that more than 36% of arguments were defined as the 
highest level of justification (i.e. “Level 5: in-depth sophisticated justification”) (See 
Figure 10 for details), in other words, during the deliberation process, a certain number 
of the authors were able to provide two or above logical and detailed (i.e. providing 
reliable data or figures) reasons to substantiate their arguments. Focusing on those 
inferior arguments, as mentioned above, it can be seen that 0.75% of the arguments 
were defined as “inferior justification”, these inferior arguments were located in TKP 
 
92 For the detailed definition of different levels of justification, see Section 2.6 of chapter 2 for details. 
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and OD, using TKP’s one as an example, the author accused the pan-democratic camp 
lawmakers have always unreasonably obstructed the Government’s policies and 
harmed Hong Kong’s interest, but the author was unable to provide clear evidence to 
substantiate his accusation, throughout his article, he only mentioned that the pan-
democratic camp members have never participated in the events of celebrating China’s 
National Day (Yu, 2009).93 It can be clearly seen that even though the author tried to 
provide evidence to substantiate his argument, there was no logical relationship 
between his accusation and his justification. As a result, I assigned a code of Level 1 
(i.e. inferior justification) on this argument. Hence, from Figure 10 below, it could be 
said that to a large extent, most of the authors could provide sufficient and logical 
reasons to substantiate their arguments, but at the same time, a small number of the 
authors were unable to do so. 
Second, although some scholars defined AD and OD as the populist newspapers 
and argued that articles published in the populist newspapers tend to exaggerate the 
nature of the reported issues for attracting readers’ attention, in terms of the quality of 
reason-giving, for the case of the HKS project, to a large extent, the articles published 
in the populist newspapers were also able to provide sufficient justifications and make 
contributions to the deliberation. Using the AD’s op-ed published on 24 September 
2009 as an example, the author of this article was able to provide sufficient and detailed 
justifications to support his argument. In this article, the author urged the Government 
and the LegCo members to make the decision according to their conscience, the author 
raised two sufficient and detailed reasons to substantiate his claim, first, the author 
quoted the figures about the annual expenditure of welfare services and argued that if 
the Government decided to shelve the HKS project, the money could be used to 
 
93 Yu, P. C. (2009, December 29). Gaotie yue chi jungong daijia yue da [Further delays of the HKS 
project would increase the construction cost]. Ta Kung Pao, p. A18. 
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improve the provision of welfare services substantially, second, the author also 
expressed concern over the estimated patronage of the HKS, he quoted the patronage 
data of the Lok Ma Chau Spur Line and argued that the Government has always 
overestimated the demand of infrastructures (Kwong, 2009).94 Therefore, it can be 
seen that the populist newspapers could also play a constructive role in the deliberation 
process and provide high quality of reason-giving. 
Thus, in terms of the quality of reason-giving, to a large extent, the authors of the 
analyzed articles were able to provide sufficient justifications to substantiate their 
arguments, it can also be seen that the populist newspapers were also capable to 
provide high quality of reason-giving and make contributions to the deliberation 
process. 
Third, Figure 11 below also shows the completeness of justifications of the 
analyzed articles, but it was measured by the article’s position. Even though the data 
in Figure 11 was extracted from Figure 10, through analyzing Figure 11, another 
feature related to the research question could still be found. From Figure 11 below, it 
can be seen that almost 82% (216 out of 265) of the arguments for this case were 
captured in either pro-HKS or anti-HKS articles. Specifically, more than 70% (152 out 
of 216) of them were pro-HKS and only around 30% (64 out of 216) of them were 
anti-HKS arguments, also, in terms of the quality of justifications, around 35% (53 out 
of 152) of the pro-HKS arguments and 39% (25 out of 64) of the anti-HKS arguments 
were defined as the highest level of justifications (i.e. “in-depth sophisticated 
justification”). In other words, it can be seen that during the deliberation process, from 
the view of message recipients (readers of the editorial and op-ed articles), to a large 
extent, they were surrounded by the pro-HKS or anti-HKS viewpoints, as mentioned 
 
94 Kwong, Roy C. Y. (2009, September 24). Ping liangxin zuo yige 630 yi jueding [Making a decision 
which worth $63 billion according to your conscience]. Apple Daily, p. A18. 
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above, almost 82% of the arguments for this case were either pro-HKS or anti-HKS. 
In terms of the quality of justifications, there was not much difference between the 
pro-HKS arguments and the anti-HKS arguments. 
Apart from the above-mentioned features, during the analysis process, I found 
that one editorial article included inaccurate information. As mentioned in Chapter 1, 
in contemporary societies, the mass media is the major setting for the public to obtain 
information and its role is important. Therefore, if the mass media is unable to provide 
accurate information to the public, the public will be misled by the inaccurate 
information. This editorial which included inaccurate information was located in OD, 
published on 09 January 2010, the author of this editorial criticized that the 
Government was not efficient enough in pushing forward the infrastructure projects 
and argued that if the Chinese Central Government did not provide subsidy to the 
HKSAR Government, the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB) construction 
project could not be commenced (“Zhengzhi zheng niu”, 2010).95 However, indeed, 
for the construction of HZMB, even though the Chinese Central Government was 
responsible for a part of its construction cost in order to support the Government of 
Guangdong Province, they did not provide any subsidies or financial support to Hong 
Kong.96 As a result, it can be seen that the claim made by the above-mentioned 
editorial was not accurate. 
As such, from Figure 10 and Figure 11 below, in terms of the completeness of 
justifications, generally speaking, the authors could provide sufficient justifications to 
support his or her arguments. Besides, Figure 10 below shows that the populist 
 
95 Zhengzhi zheng niu wule qi yuan di tabu wu xianggang [The continuous political disputes obstruct 
the development of Hong Kong]. (2010, January 09). Oriental Daily News, p. A31. 
96 For the construction of HZMB, the total contribution of the Hong Kong, China and Macao will be 
¥15.73 billion, the HKSAR Government will contribute ¥6.75 billion. Further information about 
HZMB is available at the website, Highways Department. (2010): Project Overview of the HZMB. 
Retrieved 10 March, 2019 from http://www.hzmb.hk/eng/about_overview_01.html#cost 
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newspapers could also provide a high quality of reason-giving and play a constructive 
role in the deliberation process. Furthermore, Figure 11 below also shows that a large 
proportion of the arguments for this case were contributed by those articles which held 
a clear position towards the HKS project. Last but not least, apart from analyzing 
Figure 10 and Figure 11, during the analysis process, inaccurate and misleading 
information was found in an OD’s editorial, which may mislead the public and pose a 
harmful impact on the deliberation process. 
 
Table 5. The average no. of arguments that the author(s) raised in each analyzed 
article (by Newspaper)97 
  Editorial & Op-ed 
Ta Kung Pao 1.82  
Ming Pao 2.21  
Apple Daily 1.26  
Oriental Daily News 1.53  
 
Table 6. The average no. of arguments that the author(s) raised in each analyzed 
article (by the article’s position)98 











97 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 
98 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 
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Figure 10. The completeness of justifications (by Newspaper) 
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3.5 Responsiveness and respectfulness 
This section focuses on discussing the degree of responsiveness and 
respectfulness of the collected articles. As highlighted in Chapter 1, in order to achieve 
a legitimate deliberation, the participants in the deliberation should respond to other 
participants’ views in a respectful manner so as to facilitate the process of exchanging 
opinions. The criterion of responsiveness and respectfulness is also directly related to 
the last research question of this thesis (For details, see Section 1.3 of chapter 1). To 
assess it, first, I measured if the authors rebutted any opposing viewpoints (the use of 
rebuttals) in their articles or not, if yes, how many of them were rebutted by the authors? 
Then, I assessed if the authors used any disrespectful languages in their articles and 
counted the number of articles which included disrespectful languages. Finally, the 
figures and tables below (Figure 12 to Figure 15; Table 7 and Table 8) were created in 
order to describe the findings about the degree of responsiveness and respectfulness. 
 
3.5.1 Responsiveness 
3.5.1.1 Use of rebuttals 
 As indicated in Figure 12 and Figure 13 below, these two figures show the picture 
of the use of rebuttals of the analyzed articles. Figure 12 was measured by Newspaper 
and Figure 13 was measured by the article’s position. Broadly speaking, it can be seen 
that around 39% (61 out of 158) of the articles contained at least one rebuttal, in other 
words, in the remaining 61% (97 out of 158) of the articles, I could not find any 
rebuttals. Specifically, two features could be identified after analyzing Figure 12 and 
Figure 13. First, comparing the performance of different selected newspapers in terms 
of the use of rebuttals, the centrist newspaper (MP) took a leading position as Figure 
12 shows that almost 59% of the MP’s articles contained at least one rebuttal, it 
outperformed other selected newspapers. Second, Figure 13 also shows in terms of 
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measuring by the article’s position, more than 41% of the pro-HKS articles contained 
at least one rebuttal, such proportion was higher than the anti-HKS articles and articles 
which held a neutral stance. 
 First, as shown in Figure 12 below, comparing the performance of different types 
of newspapers in terms of the use of rebuttals, it can be seen that almost 59% (20 out 
of 34) of the articles in the centrist newspaper (MP) included at least one rebuttal 
throughout the articles, in contrast, only around 27% (15 out of 55) of OD’s articles 
and 28% (10 out of 35) of AD’s articles could do so, in other words, a large proportion 
of the articles in the populist newspapers were unable to respond to other sides’ 
viewpoints. The performance of the patriotic newspaper (TKP) was higher than the 
average, it was just trailing behind MP, in detail, approximately 47% (16 out of 34) of 
the TKP’s articles contained at least one rebuttal. Therefore, Figure 12 shows that the 
centrist newspaper (MP) performed better in terms of the presence of rebuttals, a 
higher proportion of the authors of MP’s articles were willing to listen as well as 
responding to the other’s views.  
 Second, apart from measuring the use of rebuttals in terms of the Newspaper, I 
also measured it in terms of the article’s position (See Figure 13 for details). Focusing 
on the pro-HKS and anti-HKS articles, Figure 13 below shows that 41% (33 out of 80) 
of the pro-HKS articles included at least one rebuttal, in contrast, only 33% (16 out of 
48) of the anti-HKS articles could do so. Besides, Figure 13 also shows that even 
though an article held a neutral or mixed position, rebuttals could also be found in such 
kind of articles. As indicated in Figure 13 below, focusing on the neutral and mixed 
articles, 20% (2 out of 10) of the neutral articles and 50% (10 out of 20) of the mixed 
articles contained at least one rebuttal. Therefore, Figure 13 below shows that in terms 
of the article’s stance, the authors of the pro-HKS articles were more willing to respond 
to other sides’ viewpoints in comparison with the authors of the anti-HKS articles. 
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Figure 13 also indicates even though some of the authors who held a neutral or mixed 
stance, rebuttals could also be found in their articles. 
 
3.5.1.2 In those articles with the presence of rebuttals, on average, how many 
opposing viewpoints were rebutted? 
 After categorizing all of the articles in terms of the presence or absence of 
rebuttals, I excluded those articles with no rebuttals and only focused on those articles 
with the presence of rebuttals. I further measured how many opposing viewpoints were 
rebutted by the authors in those articles with the presence of rebuttals and created two 
tables to describe it (See Table 7 and Table 8 for details). Table 7 and Table 8 were 
measured in terms of Newspaper and the article’s position respectively. In terms of 
comparing the average number of rebutted viewpoints in different selected newspapers, 
the performance of MP in this aspect was better than the other selected newspapers 
(See Table 7 for details). From Table 8 below, it can also be seen that on average, the 
authors of the pro-HKS articles tended to rebut more opposing viewpoints in an article 
in comparison with the anti-HKS articles. 
 First, Table 7 provides information about how many articles included at least one 
rebuttal and the average number of viewpoints that were rebutted by the authors. It can 
be seen that on average, a larger number of viewpoints were rebutted by the authors of 
MP’s articles. On average, the authors of MP’s articles rebutted 1.90 opposing 
viewpoints in an article. Other selected newspapers (TKP, AD and OD) were trailing 
behind MP. For the populist newspapers, on average, the authors of AD’s and OD’s 
articles rebutted 1.50 and 1.20 opposing viewpoints in an article respectively. For the 
patriotic newspaper, on average, the authors of TKP’s articles rebutted 1.31 arguments 
in an article. Hence, comparing the performance of the centrist, the patriotic and the 
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populist newspapers in this aspect, it can be seen that the centrist newspaper performed 
better than other types of newspapers. 
 Second, from Table 8 below, it can be seen that a large proportion of the articles 
which included rebuttals were either pro-HKS or anti-HKS articles, only a small 
proportion of them were neutral or mixed. Focusing on those articles which held a 
clear position, on average, the authors of the pro-HKS articles rebutted 1.67 arguments 
in an article, in contrast, the authors of the anti-HKS articles only rebutted 1.38 
arguments in an article. From Figure 13 and Table 8 below, it can be seen that the 
authors of the pro-HKS articles were more willing to respond to opposing viewpoints 
and they also tended to respond more opposing viewpoints in their article.  
 
3.5.1.3 A brief summary  
 As such, in terms of the use of rebuttals, Figure 12 and Figure 13 below show that 
the centrist newspaper (MP) outperformed the other types of newspapers. There is a 
possible reason for this finding. As stated in Section 2.3 of chapter 2, the centrist 
newspapers attach great importance to the accuracy and objectivity of the news content 
and seek to provide a comprehensive and in-depth analysis of social issues to their 
target readership, hence, the authors of the MP’s articles were more likely to include 
rebuttals in their articles in order to provide a more comprehensive picture and show 
the both sides of the argument regarding the HKS project to their target readership. 
Besides, in terms of measuring the use of rebuttals by the article’s position, a higher 
proportion of the pro-HKS articles contained at least one rebuttal in comparison with 
the anti-HKS articles. In terms of the average number of rebutted viewpoints, from 
Table 7 and Table 8 below, it can be seen that the performance of the centrist newspaper 
was also better than the populist and the patriotic newspapers, also, Table 8 below 
shows that the authors of the pro-HKS articles were more willing to respond to 
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3.5.2.1 Use of disrespectful languages 
 In order to assess whether the authors of the analyzed articles were able to engage 
in the deliberation respectfully, I measured if the authors used any disrespectful 
languages throughout their articles or not and then created Figure 14 (measured by 
Newspaper) and Figure 15 (measured by the article’s position) to show the detailed 
figures.99 Broadly speaking, from Figure 14 below, it shows that around 26% (41 
pieces) of the analyzed articles contained disrespectful languages throughout its 
content. Besides, in terms of the article’s position, Figure 15 below shows that all of 
these “disrespectful” articles (i.e. the articles which had disrespectful languages) for 
this case were either pro-HKS or anti-HKS, in other words, none of the neutral or 
mixed articles were defined as “disrespectful” articles. 
 Specifically, in terms of the proportion of “disrespectful” articles in each 
newspaper, Figure 14 shows it in detail. It can be seen that around 17% (6 out of 35), 
20% (11 out of 55), 21% (7 out of 34) and 50% (17 out of 34) of the articles in AD, 
OD, MP and TKP respectively were defined as “disrespectful” articles, in other words, 
it could be said that it was common for the authors of TKP’s articles used disrespectful 
languages during the deliberation on this infrastructure project in comparison with the 
rest of the newspapers. For example, one of the op-eds in TKP on 16 November 2009 
 
99 To define what is meant by “disrespectful languages”, as mentioned in Section 2.6 of chapter 2, I 
used an op-ed article in AD which published on 31 October 2009 as an example, the author of this 
article stigmatized the former CE Donald Tsang as a lackey and a slave of the Chinese Communist 
Party (Li, 2009). Therefore, it can be seen that if the author (s) used any insulting and offensive 
languages to make personal attacks, criticize others or as a way of expressing opinions. I defined such 
kind of articles as “disrespectful” articles (i.e. the articles which had disrespectful languages). For 
more details of this op-ed article, see Li, T. S. (2009, October 31). Bei kong mousha de jiangjun [A 
general charged with murder]. Apple Daily, p. A18. 
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criticized the members of green groups kept obstructing the HKS project and the 
author used the term “evil and extremist” to call the members of green groups (Chan, 
2009).100 Therefore, from Figure 14 below, it can be seen that the problem of using 
disrespectful languages was existed in all of the four selected newspapers, particularly 
in TKP. 
 Besides, from Figure 15 below, in terms of the stance of “disrespectful” articles, 
it indicates that actually all of the “disrespectful” articles were either pro-HKS or anti-
HKS and it also shows that the authors of the pro-HKS articles were more likely to use 
disrespectful languages throughout their articles, as it can be seen that 35% (28 out of 
80) of the pro-HKS articles contained disrespectful languages, in contrast, around 27% 
(13 out of 48) of the anti-HKS articles contained disrespectful languages. For the 
purpose of using disrespectful languages, after my analysis on these “disrespectful 
articles”, I found that the authors of these articles often used disrespectful languages 
to insult others who held opposite views with them. For example, using Chan’s article 
as an example again, as the author was the supporter of the HKS project and he deemed 
that the objectors of the HKS project were the culprits of affecting Hong Kong’s 
development, as such, he used the term “evil and extremist” to accuse green groups’ 
members (Chan, 2009).101 In contrast, an op-ed in MP on 19 December 2009 indicated 
an opposing attitude towards the HKS project and the author criticized the pro-
establishment camp LegCo members only knew how to provide convoy for the 
Government and without critical thinking skills, the author used the term “a corpse” to 
call them (Chu, 2009).102 Therefore, from Figure 15 below and the examples above, 
 
100 Chan, Y. C. (2009, November 16). Fandui jian gaotie pohuai jingzheng li [It would pose a harmful 
effect on Hong Kong’s competitiveness if the HKS project was obstructed]. Ta Kung Pao, p. A18. 
101 Chan, Y. C. (2009, November 16). Fandui jian gaotie pohuai jingzheng li [It would pose a harmful 
effect on Hong Kong’s competitiveness if the HKS project was obstructed]. Ta Kung Pao, p. A18. 
102 Chu, H. D. (2009, December 19). Jiu er bu wen qi chou? [Are you able to get to smell its foul?]. 
Ming Pao, p. B14. 
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it can be seen that in terms of the article’s position, all of the “disrespectful” articles 
were either pro-HKS or anti-HKS and a large proportion of them actually were pro-
HKS articles. 
 As such, Figure 14 and Figure 15 show that some of the editorials and op-eds in 
the Hong Kong newspapers tended to use disrespectful languages during the 
deliberation process, especially the articles in TKP. Also, Figure 15 shows that all of 
the “disrespectful” articles were either pro-HKS or anti-HKS and the authors of the 
pro-HKS articles were more likely to use disrespectful languages throughout their 
articles. 
 





















Figure 13. Use of rebuttals (by the article’s position) 
 
 
Table 7. In those articles with the presence of rebuttals, on average, how many 
opposing viewpoints were rebutted? (by Newspaper)103 
  
No. of articles with the 
presence of rebuttals 
Editorial & Op-ed 
Ta Kung Pao 16 1.31 
Ming Pao 20 1.90  
Apple Daily 10 1.50  
Oriental Daily News 15 1.20  
 
Table 8. In those articles with the presence of rebuttals, on average, how many 
opposing viewpoints were rebutted? (by the article’s position)104 
  
No. of articles with the 
presence of rebuttals 
Editorial & op-ed 
Neutral 2 1.00  
Pro-HKS 33 1.67  
Anti-HKS 16 1.38 




103 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 














Figure 14. Use of disrespectful languages (by Newspaper) 
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3.6 Concluding remarks 
 This chapter has described the deliberative performance of Hong Kong 
newspapers during the deliberation on the HKS project. Overall, the research questions 
which I outlined in Chapter 1 have been addressed. The research findings which I 
presented in this chapter suggest a mixed picture about the deliberative performance 
of Hong Kong newspapers.  
Firstly, this chapter has shown that the newspaper coverage on the HKS project 
was largely concentrated in the first half of the analysis period and the critical moment. 
As it can be seen that after the HKS project was approved by the LegCo in January 
2010, the selected newspapers only devoted little attention to it. Also, during the in-
depth reading process, I found out that the authors of the analyzed articles shifted their 
discussion focuses from time to time. 
 Secondly, in terms of the balance and diversity of viewpoints, this chapter has 
also shown that the newspaper coverage on the HKS project was distributed in a 
relatively unbalanced way. It has also shown that a large number of the articles for this 
case were one-sided articles. Besides, the authors of the articles which held a pro-HKS 
or anti-HKS stance towards the HKS project tended to devote a large portion of their 
articles to the viewpoints that were consistent with their positions. 
 Thirdly, in terms of the quality of reason-giving, on the positive side, this chapter 
has shown that a large proportion of the authors of the analyzed articles could provide 
sufficient justifications to substantiate their positions, a certain number of the authors 
even provided two or above detailed and evidence-based justifications to substantiate 
their stances. It has also shown that the populist newspapers were also able to provide 
a high quality of reason-giving so as to facilitate the deliberation process. However, 
during the analysis process, I found out that an editorial included misleading 
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information and a small proportion of the arguments were illogical, this could pose a 
negative impact on the deliberation process. 
 Last but not least, in terms of the degree of responsiveness and respectfulness, 
generally speaking, this chapter has shown that the proportion of the articles which 
included rebuttals was not large. Besides, this chapter has also shown that some of the 
analyzed articles tended to use disrespectful languages, especially TKP’s articles.105 
As highlighted in Chapter 1, the use of disrespectful languages would pose a negative 
impact on the deliberation process.  
 To sum up, the research findings suggest a mixed picture about the deliberative 
performance of Hong Kong newspapers, it is hard to say that Hong Kong newspapers 
played a very positive and constructive role during the deliberation process of the HKS 
project. As the findings suggest that to some extent, Hong Kong newspapers could 
play a constructive role in terms of facilitating the deliberation process. For example, 
to a large extent, Hong Kong newspapers were able to provide a high quality of reason-
giving as most of the analyzed arguments were logical and evidence-based. On the 
contrary, the findings also show that Hong Kong newspapers failed on some of the key 
themes that deliberative democracy theorists highlighted as important to an effective 
public deliberation process. For example, to a large extent, the viewpoints that Hong 
Kong newspapers provided were not diverse and they tended to offer more deliberative 
space for certain sides’ viewpoints. For more details, the more comprehensive 
discussion of the research findings is provided in Chapter 5. 
 
105 To explain why the authors of TKP’s articles had a stronger tendency to use disrespectful 
languages, it might be related to their political position. As TKP is a newspaper that has an explicit 
political inclination and takes a pro-Beijing leftist stance, as I mentioned in Section 3.5.2.1 of this 
chapter, the authors of the “disrespectful articles” tended to use disrespectful languages to stigmatize 
people who held opposite views with them. The case of TKP is also the same, they frequently used 
disrespectful languages to stigmatize pro-democracy camp members. Therefore, the political stance of 
TKP might be the reason to explain why they had a stronger tendency to use disrespectful languages. 
Further explanation about the political stance of TKP and the political spectrum of the selected 




Research Findings: The case of the construction of the Three-Runway System at the 
Hong Kong International Airport 
 
4.1 Introduction  
 This chapter presents the research findings about the case study of the 3RS project. 
In this case study, 4 editorials and 55 op-eds were analyzed in order to investigate 
whether the Hong Kong print media could create an effective deliberative space for 
citizens to deliberate on the 3RS project and see if the print media could fulfill the key 
themes that deliberative democracy theorists highlighted as important to an effective 
deliberation process. All of the analyzed articles were related to the 3RS project and 
obtained from Apple Daily (AD), Oriental Daily News (OD), Ming Pao (MP) and Ta 
Kung Pao (TKP). 
  This chapter is organized into six sections. The first section sets out the 
background information and explains the structure of this chapter. The next section 
describes the degree of newspaper coverage on the 3RS project. The third section 
discusses the diversity of viewpoints of the analyzed articles, in other words, this 
section analyzes whether the Hong Kong print media was able to include diverse 
viewpoints and provide adequate space for the authors who held different views to 
deliberate on this project. The fourth section studies the quality of reason-giving of the 
analyzed articles. The fifth section focuses on the degree of responsiveness of the 
analyzed articles and examining whether the authors used any disrespectful languages 
throughout the article. The last section is concluding remarks, a brief conclusion of the 
research findings of this case study is given in this section. 
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4.2 Newspaper coverage on the 3RS project 
 This section describes how much the construction of the third runway at HKIA 
was covered in the selected newspapers during the analysis period (1 September 2014 
to 31 August 2015).106 In terms of measuring the adequacy of media coverage, I 
measured it by counting the number of relevant editorials and op-eds, assessing the 
proportion of newspaper coverage on the 3RS project within the selected newspapers 
and comparing the frequency of coverage in different selected newspapers at different 
times within the analysis period. After I searched articles on the Wisenews database by 
using the designated search string, 59 pieces of relevant articles were collected.107  
  
4.2.1 Number of articles relating to the 3RS project 
From Figure 16 below, it indicates that the captured articles can be broken down 
into 93% op-eds and 7% editorials. MP occupied the leading position, with around 
44% of the total coverage, OD occupied the second place, with around 30% of the total 
coverage, while TKP and AD ranged from 12 to 14% of the total coverage. It can also 
be seen that all of the articles that captured in TKP and AD were op-ed articles and no 
relevant editorials could be located in these two newspapers.108 Even though 4 pieces 
of relevant editorials could be located in MP and OD, considering the actual number 
of editorials and op-eds, it could still be said that the newspaper coverage on this issue 
was largely concentrated at op-eds. 
 
 
106 For the detailed information about the selection of analysis period, see Section 2.4 of chapter 2. 
107 For the detailed information of search strings, see Section 2.5 of chapter 2. 
108 Since the editorials published in Hong Kong newspapers are written by the editors of the 
newspaper rather than by outsiders, it can be seen that an editorial is an opinion piece that presents the 
stance and views of the newspaper publisher on an issue. Focusing on this case, again, as I was not 
able to capture any relevant editorials in TKP and AD, if relevant editorials could be located in these 
two newspapers, I could have a better understanding about the stance and views of these two 
newspapers on the 3RS construction project. 
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4.2.2 The proportion of newspaper coverage within the selected Newspapers 
Apart from counting the number of relevant articles, I also measured the degree 
of internal coverage by assessing the proportion of newspaper coverage on the 3RS 
project within the selected newspapers, in order to have a more comprehensive 
understanding about the degree of internal coverage, I separated the collected data by 
article type and created Table 9a (Editorial) and 9b (Op-ed).109 Table 9a shows that 
the 3RS project was able to receive more attention in OD’s editorial page (0.82%), but 
the least attention in TKP’s and AD’s editorial page (0%), in general, it can be seen 
that the degree of editorial coverage on the 3RS project was low overall, in other words, 
it can be seen that even though the 3RS is another largest scale infrastructure project 
in the post-handover era, same as the HKS project, it was unable to receive high 
attention in the mainstream print media in Hong Kong.  
Furthermore, Table 9b indicates the degree of op-ed coverage on this project, it 
can be seen that this project was able to receive more attention in MP’s op-ed page, 
but the least attention in OD’s op-ed page. As comparing MP with other selected 
newspapers, MP’s (1.29%) op-ed coverage on the 3RS project was greater than the 
other three newspapers, which ranged from 0.34% to 0.56%. 
 To sum up, in terms of the proportion of newspaper coverage on the 3RS project 
within the selected newspapers, no matter in the editorial page or the op-ed page, it 
can be said that the newspaper coverage on this project was low overall, or even lower 
than the newspaper coverage on the HKS project, it could adversely affect the 
deliberation on this infrastructure project the overall deliberative quality.110  
 
109 Since the editorial articles published in Hong Kong newspapers are written by the newspaper 
editor, it can be regarded as an opinion piece that presents the stance and views of the newspaper 
publisher on a certain issue, in other words, it can be seen that in terms of the importance of the 
newspaper’s priority in coverage, editorial may carries more weight than op-ed. 
110 Further discussion on the potential impacts on the deliberative quality is provided in Section 5.2.1 
of chapter 5. 
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4.2.3 Newspaper coverage on the 3RS project (by month) 
 For the purpose of assessing the frequency of newspaper coverage at different 
times within the analysis period to see whether the newspaper coverage on the 3RS 
project was largely concentrated at a certain period of time or not, I measured it in two 
approaches. 111  First, I categorized all of the collected articles in terms of their 
publication date to see if the collected articles were largely concentrated at a certain 
period of time or not (See Figure 17 for details). Then, based on the data that I obtained 
from the categorization process, I measured the newspaper coverage in a comparative 
approach to see the trend of newspaper coverage in each selected newspaper and see 
if any of the selected newspapers tended to devote more attention to the 3RS project 
at a certain period of time (See Figure 18 for details).  
 
4.2.3.1 Total newspaper coverage on the 3RS project (by month) 
From Figure 17 below, it shows the trend of newspaper coverage on the 3RS 
project at different times within the analysis period. It can be seen that there was an 
initial burst of attention in September 2014, 6 pieces of relevant articles were located 
in this month, in other words, around 10% of the total coverage on the issue occurred 
in this month. As the EIA report of the 3RS project was endorsed by the Advisory 
Council on the Environment (ACE) on 15 September 2014, it can be seen that almost 
67% of the captured articles in this month (4 pieces) were related to the ACE’s decision 
of endorsing the EIA Report, the content of the EIA report or the potential 
environmental impacts of the 3RS project. For instance, one of the op-eds in MP on 
20 September 2014 criticized that the EIA report submitted by AAHK was ambiguous 
and full of uncertainty and argued that the ACE should not endorse it unless AAHK 
 
111 For the reason why I made a decision to investigate whether the newspaper coverage on the 3RS 
project was highly concentrated or not, please refer to Section 3.2.3 of chapter 3. 
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made substantial amendment to it, the author also criticized the ACE’s decision would 
pose a harmful effect on the objectivity and impartiality of the environmental impact 
assessment system (Chow, 2014).112 On the other hand, another op-ed article in OD 
on 18 September 2014 supported the ACE’s decision and appreciated the ACE 
exercised its professional judgement to ensure that the 3RS project would not 
jeopardize the habitats, the author also responded to the concern of the green groups 
and argued that the 3RS project would not jeopardize the habitats of Chinese White 
Dolphins as the Government has already adopted various remedial measures to protect 
them (Li, 2014a). 113  As such, it can be seen that a large number of articles in 
September 2014 focused on the environmental issues of the 3RS project. 
The coverage then plummeted in October 2014 and no relevant articles could be 
located in this month. In November 2014, 3 pieces of relevant articles were located 
and the focus of the articles in this month was placed on the benefits of the third runway, 
in these 3 pieces of articles, the authors appealed to the society to support the 3RS 
project and argued that it should be launched as soon as possible in order to consolidate 
the position of Hong Kong as an international aviation hub. For example, an op-ed 
article in MP on 28 November 2014, which was written by the Executive Director of 
AAHK, he argued that in order to fulfill the long-term air traffic needs and further 
consolidate the position of Hong Kong as an international aviation hub, the 3RS project 
should be commenced as soon as possible and he also further clarified that the rumor 
of the cost of the 3RS project would over 200 billion dollars was totally unjustified 
 
112 Chow, Melonie Y. C. (2014, September 20). Huan zi hui fangxing san pao liju cheng yi [The 
rationale behind endorsing the EIA report of the 3RS is controversial]. Ming Pao, p. A24. 
113 Li, S. H. (2014a, September 18). Bai haitun bu ying cheng zhangai [The Chinese White Dolphins 
should not be an obstacle of the three-runway system expansion project]. Oriental Daily News, p. A32. 
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(Fung, 2014).114 As such, it can be seen that the focus of the articles located in 
November 2014 was placed on the economic benefits of the 3RS project. 
The coverage remained at a low level in December 2014 and January 2015, only 
1 piece of the relevant article was located in December 2014 and no articles could be 
located in January 2015. This article was captured in the op-ed section of OD on 14 
December 2014. The author of this article also hoped that the 3RS construction can be 
launched as soon as possible and urged relevant parties, such as Legislative Councilors 
could respect public views and support the 3RS project as further delays would 
significantly increase the construction cost (Li, 2014b).115 It can be seen that the theme 
of the article in December 2014 was similar to the articles in November 2014. 
Then, the coverage started rising in February 2015, 4 pieces of relevant articles 
were located in this month and the focus of the articles in this month was placed on 
the safety and technical issues of the 3RS project. For instance, the authors of the two 
op-ed articles in MP, published on 02 and 05 February 2015, both expressed their 
concern regarding the safety issues. The author of the article published on 02 February 
2015 analyzed the new planning of HKIA after its expansion, the author realized the 
new planning may pose a threat to the aviation safety due to the unresolved airspace 
conflict with neighboring airports, the author also urged the relevant government 
officials to give a clear explanation to the public whether the airspace conflict can be 
resolved (People’s Aviation Watch, 2015a).116 Moreover, in the article published on 
05 February 2015, the author responded to People’s Aviation Watch’s article and stated 
that in spite of the airspace conflict can be resolved, AAHK should run a test of real-
 
114 Fung, W.Y. (2014, November 28). Xianggang chulu: kuojian jichang san paodao [The development 
of the three-runway system is the outlet of Hong Kong]. Ming Pao, p. A40. 
115  Li, S. H. (2014b, December 14). Pan san pao gongcheng shunli shang ma [Hope the 3RS 
construction project can be launched as soon as possible]. Oriental Daily News, p. A36. 
116 People's Aviation Watch. (2015a, February 2). Bixu chuli san pao hangkong anquan wenti [It is 
necessary to resolve the aviation safety issues of the 3RS project]. Ming Pao, p. A27. 
109 
 
time simulation to ensure the aviation safety (Lok, 2015).117 Besides, another op-ed 
in OD published on 10 February 2015 suggested AAHK could raise funds through 
different financing channels, such as collecting a passenger service facility charge 
from passengers (So, 2015). 118  It can therefore be seen that relevant articles in 
February 2015 mainly focused on the safety and technical issues of the 3RS project. 
The newspaper coverage on this project then reached the peak in March 2015, 26 
pieces of relevant articles were located in this month, in other words, 44% of the total 
coverage on the issue occurred in March 2015. As stated in Section 1.4 of chapter 1, 
the 3RS project was approved by the ExCo on 17 March 2015, this project therefore 
became a major subject of discussion in society at that period of time, especially in 
March and April. It can be seen that the articles captured in March 2015 mainly focused 
on three aspects. The first focus was placed on the effectiveness of the 3RS project, 
around 58% of the articles (15 pieces) in this month focused on this aspect. For 
example, People’s Aviation Watch (2015b) published an op-ed in MP and it was 
published on 18 March 2015, which was the day after the project’s approval date, they 
emphasized that the 3RS project should not be approved until an agreement regarding 
the airspace conflict could be reached between Hong Kong and the Chinese Central 
Government.119 They also used Guangzhou Airport’s new runway as an example and 
stated that due to the shortage of airspace, the new runway could not achieve its 
maximum efficiency and become a “white elephant”, they worried that Hong Kong’s 
new third runway would become another “white elephant” due to the unresolved 
airspace conflict and the high construction cost. Another op-ed article in OD on 19 
 
117 Lok, K. N. (2015, February 05). Zai chi lie jiao jian san pao shi buke wei er wei zhi [Constructing 
the 3RS at HKIA is a difficult and almost impossible act]. Ming Pao, p. A44. 
118  So, W. M. (2015, February 10). San pao ge xiang anpai yu zhengyi [The arrangements and 
controversies of the 3RS project]. Oriental Daily News, p. A32. 
119 People's Aviation Watch. (2015b, March 18). Kongyu tanpan cheng jiangju minhang chu yuyan wei 
shu yanshi [The negotiation of airspace conflict has become a deadlock and the Civil Aviation 
Department concealed the truth]. Ming Pao, p. A40. 
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March 2015 also expressed the same concern. The author described the 3RS as a 
“golden runway” as he compared the estimated construction cost of the 3RS with the 
cost of the expansion project of Shenzhen Airport and found out that the estimated cost 
of the 3RS is about 7 times higher than Shenzhen,120 he therefore expressed concern 
over the long-term benefits and the cost-effectiveness of the 3RS (Chan, K., 2015).121  
The second focus was placed on the Government’s approach in handling this 
large-scale infrastructure project, around 20% of the captured articles (5 pieces) in this 
month focused on this aspect. As mentioned in Section 1.4 of chapter 1, since AAHK 
was able to raise enough funds to support the 3RS project and there was no need for 
AAHK to ask the Government to provide any direct financial support, under this 
arrangement, the Government then approved the construction plan submitted by 
AAHK without the endorsement of the LegCo. The Government’s approach in 
handling this project was criticized by different stakeholders. Critics asserted that the 
Government tried to bypass the LegCo by modifying the financial arrangements of an 
infrastructure project. For example, an op-ed article in MP on 28 March 2015, this 
article was written by a LegCo member, Hon Michael Tien, he criticized the 
Government’s approach in handling this project would pose a harmful impact on the 
relationship between the Executive and Legislative branches and caused the LegCo 
could not perform its monitoring function in full (Tien, 2015).122 
The third focus was placed on the benefits of the 3RS project, around 15% of the 
captured articles (4 pieces) in this month focused on this aspect and the theme of these 
4 pieces of articles was similar to the articles in November and December 2014. For 
 
120 According to the author, the cost of the expansion project of Shenzhen International Airport was 
around 20 billion RMB, the project involved building a new runway and a new terminal building at 
Shenzhen International Airport. 
121 Chan, K. L. (2015, March 19). Quanqiu zui gui huangjin paodao [The most expensive airport runway 
in the world]. Oriental Daily News, p. A32. 
122 Tien, Michael P. S. (2015, March 28). Xin buzhu yi zhichi san pao [The Government should be more 
transparent in order to convince the public]. Ming Pao, p. A28. 
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example, an op-ed article in MP on 20 March 2015, this article was written by the then 
Secretary for Transport and Housing, Prof. Anthony Cheung, he argued that HKIA 
should be expanded as soon as possible in order to maintain the status of Hong Kong 
as an international aviation hub and he also analyzed the 3RS project from 
environmental and financial perspectives to show that the 3RS project is a feasible 
infrastructure project and it will be beneficial to the whole society (Cheung, 2015).123  
As a result, it can be seen that the coverage on the 3RS project reached the peak 
in March 2015 and the articles in this month mainly focused on the effectiveness of 
the 3RS project, the Government’s approach in handling this project and the benefits 
of the 3RS project. 
After reaching the peak in March 2015, the coverage plummeted in April 2015, 
but still maintained at a relatively high level and 11 pieces of relevant articles were 
located in this month, in other words, 19% of the total coverage on the issue occurred 
in April 2015. The main focus of the captured articles in this month was placed on the 
effectiveness of the 3RS and more than 80% of the captured articles in this month (9 
pieces) focused on this aspect. For example, one of the op-ed articles in AD on 01 April 
2015, which was written by the then Chief Executive Officer of Cathay Pacific, Mr. 
Ivan Chu. In this article, he represented Cathay Pacific and showed a favorable attitude 
towards the 3RS project and argued that due to the increasing air traffic demand, the 
3RS project should be launched immediately and he firmly believed that the airspace 
conflict can be resolved eventually after the completion of the 3RS project (Chu, 
2015).124 However, another op-ed article in AD on 09 April 2015 responded to Chu’s 
article, the author of this article disagreed with Chu and he argued that the 3RS project 
 
123 Cheung, Anthony B. L. (2015, March 20). Bu jian san pao xianggang hui shiqu jingzheng li [It 
would pose a harmful effect on the competitiveness of Hong Kong if the 3RS cannot be built]. Ming 
Pao, p. A37. 
124 Chu, Ivan K. L. (2015, April 1). Xingjian san pao keburonghuan [The construction of the 3RS should 
not be delayed anymore]. Apple Daily, p. A23. 
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will only be beneficial to the airline operators rather than to the whole society, as the 
completion of the 3RS project can increase the capacity of HKIA significantly, under 
this situation, the airline operators can have a room to increase their number of flights 
as well as their income (Lai, 2015a).125 Therefore, the main focus of the articles in 
April 2015 was placed on the issues related to the effectiveness of the 3RS.  
The newspaper coverage on the 3RS project then dropped drastically in May 2015, 
only 1 piece of the relevant op-ed could be located in this month. The author of this 
op-ed showed an opposing attitude towards the 3RS project, he argued that the 
expansion project of HKIA is unnecessary as the capacities of neighboring airports 
have already increased significantly in recent years and HKIA will be overtaken by 
them in the coming few years, he suggested that the Government should make a better 
use of public funds rather than expanding HKIA (Chan, M. 2015).126  
Then, the newspaper coverage on the 3RS project increased again in June 2015 
and 6 pieces of relevant articles were located in this month, in other words, around 
10% of the total coverage on the issue occurred in this month. A large proportion of 
the articles (4 pieces) in this month discussed the impacts on HKIA caused by the 
rainstorm in late May 2015. For example, the former Director of the Hong Kong 
Observatory, Mr. Lam Chiu-ying, criticized the chaotic situation at HKIA after the 
rainstorm was caused by the poor contingency measures that adopted by AAHK, he 
further argued that AAHK should shelve the expansion plan and he suggested AAHK 
should improve its service quality first rather than expanding the airport (Lam, 
2015).127 Then, the then Acting Deputy Director (Service Delivery) of AAHK, Mr. 
 
125 Lai, Albert K. T. (2015a, April 09). San pao liyi guotai gao zhan siqian yi [The construction of the 
3RS would bring up to 400 billion HKD benefits to the Cathay Pacific]. Apple Daily, p. A19. 
126 Chan, M. H. (2015, May 29). Zai fandui di san tiao paodao [Opposing the construction of the third 
runway again]. Oriental Daily News, p. A36. 
127 Lam, C. Y. (2015, June 8). Yichang leiyu ye di buguo de doufu zha jichang [The “bean curb dregs” 
airport which is unable to withstand a rainstorm]. Ming Pao, p. A30. 
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Steven Yiu, responded to Lam’s article and argued that AAHK has already devoted 
abundant resources in order to boost the service quality and capacity, he further 
clarified that the chaotic situation after the rainstorm was caused by the limited 
capacity of HKIA and he also reaffirmed the need of the 3RS at the same time (Yiu, 
2015a).128 As such, it can be seen that the main focus of the articles in this month was 
placed on the adverse impacts caused by the rainstorm.  
The coverage then dropped significantly in July and August 2015 (the last two 
months of the analysis period) and maintained at a low level, only 1 piece of the 
relevant article could be located in July and no relevant articles could be located in 
August. The only article that located in July was also written by Mr. Steven Yiu, in this 
article, he further emphasized during the rainstorm in late May, the priority 
consideration of AAHK was given to the operation safety, based on this fundamental 
principle, AAHK then made a decision of enforcing air traffic flow control and he also 
reaffirmed that AAHK has devoted utmost effort to operate HKIA (Yiu, 2015b).129 As 
such, the theme of July’s article was the extension of June’s articles, as the focus of 
July’s articles was also placed on the adverse impacts caused by the rainstorm. 
As such, it can be seen that the focuses of discussion of the captured articles 
shifted from time to time and the authors tended to focus their discussion on certain 
issues related to the project at certain times rather than discussing various issues and 
having a discussion in a disorganized way. 
 
 
128 Yiu, Steven S. C. (2015a, June 18). Xianggang jichang rongliang jiejin baohe yingxiang jiduan tianqi 
tiao du fuyuan [The capacity of airport is close to saturation and it affects the resilience of the airport 
under the adverse weather condition]. Ming Pao, p. A38. 
129 Yiu, Steven S. C. (2015b, July 6). Jichang yunzuo anquan zui zhongyao [The airport operation safety 
is the priority consideration of AAHK]. Ming Pao, p. A36. 
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4.2.3.2 Comparative newspaper coverage on the 3RS project (by month) 
From Figure 18 below, it indicates the trend of newspaper coverage in each 
selected newspaper at different times within the analysis period. As mentioned above, 
based on the data I extracted from Figure 17, I created Figure 18 and measured the 
newspaper coverage in a comparative approach. Therefore, overall speaking, the trend 
of Figure 18 is similar to the trend of Figure 17. However, after I conducted an in-
depth analysis on Figure 18, two features related to the first research question of this 
thesis (i.e. the question on newspaper coverage) could still be identified.  
 Firstly, it can be seen that the newspaper coverage on the 3RS project in some of 
the selected newspapers was largely concentrated in certain months. For instance, I 
found that all of the relevant articles which I captured in AD were concentrated in 
March and April 2015, in other words, I could not obtain any relevant AD’s editorials 
and op-eds in other months within the analysis period. As mentioned above, the 3RS 
project was endorsed by the ExCo in March 2015, in other words, these two months 
(March and April 2015) were the critical moments and it could be one of the main 
reasons leading to such distribution pattern. The similar distribution pattern could also 
be found in TKP, which means that a large proportion of relevant articles that I 
collected in TKP were also concentrated in March and April 2015. Even though it was 
able for me to obtain 2 pieces of relevant op-eds in September and November 2014 
respectively, to a large extent, it could still be said that TKP’s distribution pattern was 
similar to AD’s distribution pattern. As shown in Figure 18 below, it can be seen that 
TKP also tended to devote more attention to the 3RS project in March and April 2015 
rather than in other months. Hence, the above examples clearly show that some of the 
selected Hong Kong newspapers tended to devote more attention to the issue during 
the critical moments, a possible explanation for this finding could be that some of the 
article writers, such as government officials and academics, tried to make their last-
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ditch effort to shape or change the public views towards the 3RS project, or even the 
government’s decision via the opinions in the newspapers. 
Secondly, it can be seen that the centrist newspaper tended to have a more in-
depth and extensive coverage on the issues related to the 3RS project.130 As indicated 
in Figure 18 below, 6 pieces of relevant articles could be located in June 2015, 
specifically, 5 pieces of them were captured in MP and only 1 piece of them was 
captured in OD. Therefore, it can be seen that a large proportion of the newspaper 
coverage on the 3RS project in June 2015 was contributed by MP. Moreover, as 
mentioned above in Section 4.2.3.1 of this chapter, a large proportion of the articles in 
this month put their focus on debating the impacts on HKIA caused by the rainstorm 
in late May 2015. Indeed, all of the articles which focused on debating this unexpected 
incident were captured in MP, in other words, it could be said at least in the editorial 
and op-ed pages of other selected newspapers, this unexpected incident was unable to 
receive any attention. Therefore, MP’s extensive coverage on this unexpected 
rainstorm shows that the centrist newspaper (MP) tended to have a more in-depth and 
extensive coverage on the issues that related to the 3RS, particularly the technical and 
the airport management issues. 
 As such, Figure 18 below shows that some of the selected newspapers tended to 
devote more attention to the issue at certain times, especially during the critical 
moments. Besides, a more in-depth and extensive coverage on the issue could also be 






130 For the detailed information about what centrist newspaper is, see Section 2.3 of chapter 2 for details. 
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Figure 16. No. of editorials and op-eds relating to the 3RS project 
 
 
Table 9a & 9b. The proportion of newspaper coverage on the 3RS project within 
the selected Newspapers 




All Articles  
(Editorial) 
% of all articles 
(Editorial)131 
TKP 0 311 0 
MP 1 363 0.28 
AD 0 311 0 
OD 3 365 0.82 




All Articles  
(op-ed) 
% of all articles  
(op-ed)132 
TKP 7 1509 0.46 
MP 25 1939 1.29 
AD 8 1421 0.56 
OD 15 4375 0.34 
 
131 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 
132 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 








Figure 17. Total newspaper coverage (by month) 
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4.3 Balance and diversity 
 This section discusses whether the selected newspapers could include diverse 
viewpoints and provide adequate space for the authors who held different views to 
deliberate on the 3RS project. I measured it step by step. First, I categorized the 
collected editorials and op-eds in terms of their positions towards the 3RS project to 
see whether the selected newspapers tended to include more articles which held a 
certain stance in their editorial or op-ed pages and pay less attention to articles which 
held other stances at the same time. Second, I analyzed each piece of the collected 
articles to see if the authors could include diverse viewpoints in their article. Finally, I 
measured the average proportion of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements in the analyzed 
articles to see if the certain side’s viewpoints dominated the deliberation process or 
not. 
 
4.3.1 Position towards the 3RS project 
 After categorizing the collected editorials and op-eds in terms of their positions 
towards the 3RS project, broadly speaking, it can be seen that around 32% (19 pieces) 
of the collected articles indicated a favorable attitude towards the 3RS project, 56% 
(33 pieces) indicated an unfavorable attitude, 7% (4 pieces) held a mixed stance and 
5% (3 pieces) held a neutral stance (See Figure 19 and Figure 20 for details). 
Specifically, for the purpose of assessing the degree of balance and diversity, first, I 
categorized the articles according to their stances towards the 3RS project to see 
whether the newspaper coverage on the 3RS project was balanced or not. Then, I 
created Figure 19 (measured by Newspaper) and Figure 20 (measured by the article 
type) in order to describe the pattern of newspaper coverage in a graphical format.  
First, from Figure 19 below, it can be seen that the coverage in the selected 
newspapers was distributed in a relatively unbalanced way in terms of the article’s 
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position towards the 3RS project, especially in AD and TKP. For instance, as shown 
in Figure 19 below, 8 pieces of relevant articles were captured in AD, but in terms of 
the article’s position, 7 pieces of them were against the 3RS project and only 1 piece 
of them showed a favorable attitude towards the 3RS project. The similar pattern of 
coverage could also be found in TKP, as shown in Figure 19 below, 7 pieces of relevant 
articles were located in TKP, but in terms of the article’s position, all of these located 
articles indicated either a favorable attitude or a mixed attitude and no anti-3RS articles 
could be found among these 7 pieces of articles. Even though the coverage in MP and 
OD seemed relatively balanced in comparison with the coverage in AD and TKP in 
terms of the article’s position, it was still difficult to regard either MP’s or OD’s 
coverage pattern as a balanced coverage pattern. As shown in Figure 19 below, it can 
be seen that a large proportion of the articles captured in MP and OD were anti-3RS 
articles. As a result, it can be seen that the newspaper coverage was distributed in a 
relatively unbalanced way in terms of the article’s position towards the 3RS project. 
Besides, apart from Figure 19, Figure 20 also helps promote readers’ 
understanding on this measurement criterion. Based on the data that I extracted from 
Figure 19, Figure 20 was created and rather than measuring by Newspaper, Figure 20 
was measured by the article type. From Figure 20 below, it can be more clearly seen 
that the coverage on the 3RS project was distributed in a relatively unbalanced way. 
As mentioned above, 93% of the captured articles for this case study were op-eds and 
only 7% of them were editorials, it can therefore be seen that a big disparity in length 
between the “Op-ed” bar and the “Editorial” bar that existed in Figure 20. Apart from 
this, Figure 20 below also clearly reflects that the space for the authors who held a 
neutral or a mixed position to deliberate on the 3RS project was smaller than those 
who held a supportive or an opposing stance, as shown in Figure 20 below, only around 
12% (7 pieces) of the captured articles were neutral or mixed, in contrast, 88% (52 
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pieces) of the captured articles were either pro-3RS or anti-3RS. Therefore, it can be 
seen that during the analysis period, only a small proportion of the collected articles 
were neutral or mixed, in contrast, a large proportion of the articles were pro-3RS or 
anti-3RS. 
As such, in terms of the position towards the 3RS project, as indicated in Figure 
19 and Figure 20 below, during the analysis period, the newspaper coverage on the 
3RS project was distributed in a relatively unbalanced way in the selected newspapers, 
especially in AD and TKP. Again, as stated in Section 3.3.1 of chapter 3, the political 
inclination of AD and TKP could be the reason leading to such unbalanced distribution 
pattern. Furthermore, Figure 20 also indicates the room for the authors who held a 
neutral or a mixed stance to deliberate on this project was smaller than those who held 
the pro-3RS or anti-3RS position. 
 
4.3.2 Diversity of viewpoints 
 In order to have a better understanding on whether the authors were able to 
include diverse viewpoints in their articles or not, I assessed it by reading each piece 
of the collected articles in detail first.133 Then, I created Figure 21 and Figure 22 in 
order to illustrate the degree of diversity of viewpoints of the analyzed articles in a 
graphical format. From Figure 21 and Figure 22 below, it can be seen that almost 70% 
(41 pieces) of the articles only included either pro-3RS or anti-3RS viewpoints and 
 
133 During the reading process, I read through an article in detail first, and then I conducted an analysis 
of each sentence in that article, in order to assign a suitable score for that article afterwards. Using the 
op-ed in TKP on 08 September 2014 as an example, after I analyzed each sentence of this op-ed, I found 
that this op-ed had 17 sentences in total, for the number of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements, only 8 
pro-3RS statements and no anti-3RS statements could be found in this op-ed. Then, I assigned this 
article as “only included pro-3RS viewpoints throughout the article”. For the detailed information of 
this op-ed, see Chan, S. K. (2014, September 8). Jichang san paodao xitong jihua kexing [The three-
runway expansion project is a feasible infrastructure project]. Ta Kung Pao, p. A13. 
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only approximately 29% (17 pieces) of the articles could be defined as “included both 
sides’ viewpoints”.134  
 As shown in Figure 21 below, it indicates the degree of diversity of viewpoints of 
each selected newspaper. It can be seen that 75% (6 pieces) of AD’s articles and almost 
80% (14 pieces) of OD’s articles only included one-sided viewpoints throughout the 
article. The similar distribution pattern could also be found in MP, it can be seen that 
a large proportion of MP’s articles (19 out of 26) were also regarded as one-sided 
articles. However, a contrary distribution pattern was found in TKP, from Figure 21 
below, it indicates that a large proportion of TKP’s articles (5 out of 7) were able to 
include both sides’ viewpoints throughout the article.  
Besides, as shown in Figure 21 below, focusing on those one-sided articles, it 
shows that more than 65% of the one-sided articles (27 out of 41) only included anti-
3RS viewpoints and around 35% of them (14 out of 41) only included pro-3RS 
viewpoints. Therefore, it can be seen that except TKP, the remaining three selected 
newspapers tended to devote more attention to anti-3RS views. 
 Furthermore, apart from measuring the articles by Newspaper, the articles were 
also measured in terms of the article’s position, as shown in Figure 22 below, it shows 
the distribution pattern in a clearer way. Again, it can be clearly seen that a large 
proportion of the collected articles were one-sided articles and comparing the pro-3RS 
viewpoints with the anti-3RS viewpoints in terms of the proportion of coverage, the 
latter one had a higher proportion of coverage (See Figure 22 for details). Apart from 
this, Figure 22 also shows that for those articles which indicated a clear stance (i.e. 
being pro or con) towards the 3RS project, most of the authors of this type of articles 
tended to only include viewpoints that were consistent with their positions in their 
 
134 It can also be seen that 1 piece of article was defined as “did not include any viewpoints that 
indicated a particular stance towards the 3RS project”. 
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articles. Specifically, from Figure 22 below, for the anti-3RS articles, it shows that 
more than 80% of them (27 out of 33) were one-sided articles and the authors of these 
27 pieces of articles also only included the anti-3RS viewpoints in their articles. The 
case of pro-3RS articles was similar, as indicated in Figure 22 below, for the pro-3RS 
articles, almost 70% of them (13 out of 19) were one-sided articles and the authors of 
these 13 pieces of articles also only included the pro-3RS viewpoints in their articles. 
As such, after measuring the diversity of viewpoints, several features could be 
identified. First, it can be seen that a large proportion of the collected articles were 
one-sided articles. Second, it can also be seen that in terms of the proportion of 
coverage, the anti-3RS viewpoints had a higher proportion of coverage in the selected 
newspapers, except in TKP. Besides, for those articles which indicated a clear stance 
towards the 3RS project, it can be seen that most of the authors of this type of articles 
tended to only include viewpoints that were consistent with their positions throughout 
their articles.  
 
4.3.3 The average proportion of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements  
 For the purpose of further examining whether either the pro-3RS or anti-3RS 
viewpoints played a dominant role in the deliberation process, I measuring the average 
proportion of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements in the analyzed articles first.135 Then, 
I created Table 10 (measured by Newspaper) and Table 11 (measured by the article’s 
position) in order to show the detailed figures in a clearer way. First of all, broadly 
 
135 In detail, for the purpose of measuring the average proportion of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements, 
I recorded all of the statements which indicated a clear position (i.e. being pro or con) towards the 3RS 
project and count its amount first. Then, I measured the total length of that article (i.e. by counting the 
total number of statements). After that, I calculated the proportion of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements 
in that article. Using the op-ed in TKP on 08 September 2014 as an example again, this op-ed had 17 
sentences in total, only 8 pro-3RS statements and no anti-3RS statements could be found in this op-ed. 
Then, the proportion of pro-3RS statements in this op-ed was 47.06% and the proportion of anti-3RS 
statements was 0%. For the detailed information of this op-ed, see Chan, S. K. (2014, September 8). 
Jichang san paodao xitong jihua kexing [The three-runway expansion project is a feasible infrastructure 
project]. Ta Kung Pao, p. A13. 
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speaking, as indicated in Table 10 below, the distribution of pro-3RS and anti-3RS 
statements in the analyzed articles during the analysis period was not balanced. 
Besides, from Table 11 below, in terms of the average proportion of pro-3RS and anti-
3RS statements, it can be seen that the authors of the articles which held a clear stance 
tended to devote a substantial portion of their articles to the viewpoints that were 
consistent with their positions. The detailed explanation is stated as follows. 
Firstly, as indicated in Table 10 below, except TKP, the selected newspapers 
tended to devote substantial coverage to the anti-3RS viewpoints, especially in AD. 
Using AD as an example, as shown in Table 10 below, in terms of the average 
proportion of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements in each article, on average, the 
proportion of anti-3RS statements in AD’s articles was more than 42%, in contrast, the 
proportion of pro-3RS statements in AD’s articles was only less than 10%. In other 
words, for the case of AD, the proportion of anti-3RS statements was 4.4 times higher 
than the pro-3RS statements (See Table 10 for details). This uneven distribution pattern 
could be attributed to the high proportion of anti-3RS articles and a large number of 
one-sided articles that captured in AD. As indicated in Figure 19 and Figure 21 below, 
almost all of the captured AD’s articles were anti-3RS articles and more than 60% of 
the articles captured in AD were one-sided articles (i.e. only included anti-3RS 
viewpoints throughout the article). Using an op-ed in AD on 20 March 2015 as an 
example, the author of this op-ed discussed the effectiveness of the 3RS and he 
indicated an opposing attitude towards the 3RS project in his article (Fan, 2015).136 In 
terms of the proportion of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements, this op-ed had 23 
sentences in total, 15 of them were anti-3RS statements and no pro-3RS statements 
could be found in this op-ed, in other words, the proportion of anti-3RS statements of 
 
136 Fan, H. (2015, March 20). Juzhai qian yi houhuan wuqiong [Borrowing 100 billion to construct 
the 3RS would bring Hong Kong an endless trouble]. Apple Daily, p. A25. 
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this op-ed was 65.22% (15 out of 23) and the proportion of pro-3RS statements of this 
op-ed was 0% (0 out of 23). Therefore, from this op-ed, it can be seen that the major 
reason that pushing up AD’s average proportion of anti-3RS statements and leading to 
such unbalanced distribution pattern was the large proportion of anti-3RS and one-
sided articles. Apart from the case of AD, from Table 10 below, even though the 
distribution in OD and MP were more balanced than the distribution in AD, it can still 
be seen that these two newspapers also devoted a substantial portion to anti-3RS 
viewpoints (See Table 10 for details). In contrast, the case of TKP was totally different, 
TKP devoted a substantial coverage to the pro-3RS viewpoints (See Table 10 for 
details), as mentioned in Section 2.3 of chapter 2, TKP is one of the major patriotic 
newspapers in Hong Kong and TKP always provides convoy for the Government and 
give support to the Government’s policies and decisions. From this, it can be seen that 
TKP’s political inclination was the main reason that leading to such different 
distribution pattern. Therefore, from Table 10 below, it can be seen that the selected 
newspapers tended to devote substantial coverage to the anti-3RS viewpoints, except 
TKP. 
Secondly, through analyzing Table 11 below, I could identify another special 
feature. Focusing on those articles which held a clear stance towards the 3RS project, 
the authors of this kind of articles tended to devote a substantial portion of their articles 
to the viewpoints that were consistent with their positions. Specifically, as indicated in 
Table 11 below, for those analyzed articles which held a supportive stance towards the 
3RS project, on average, almost 47% of the statements in those pro-3RS articles were 
pro-3RS statements, but only less than 2% of the statements were anti-3RS statements. 
On the other hand, for those analyzed articles which held an opposing stance towards 
the 3RS project, on average, more than 48% of the statements in those anti-3RS articles 
were anti-3RS statements, but only 1% of the statements were pro-3RS statements. 
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Therefore, from Table 11 below, it shows that the authors of the articles which held a 
clear position towards the 3RS project tended to devote a substantial portion of their 
articles to the viewpoints that were consistent with their positions, in contrast, they 
only paid very little attention to the opposite views. 
As such, in terms of the average proportion of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements, 
from the above, it can be seen that the selected newspapers tended to devote a 
significant portion to the anti-3RS viewpoints, except TKP. Besides, Table 11 below 
indicates that the authors of the articles which held a clear stance towards the 3RS 
project tended to devote a substantial portion of their articles to the viewpoints that 
were consistent with their positions, but at the same time, they only devoted very little 


















Figure 19. Position towards the 3RS project (by Newspaper) 
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Figure 22. Diversity of viewpoints (by the article’s position) 
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128 
 
Table 10. The average proportion of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements (by 
Newspaper)137 
  
Pro-3RS statements as % of 
total no. of statements  
Anti-3RS statements as % of 
total no. of statements 
Ta Kung Pao 29.09% 14.48% 
Ming Pao 13.82% 27.21%  
Apple Daily 9.65% 42.61% 
Oriental Daily News 17.64% 32.98% 
 
Table 11. The average proportion of pro-3RS and anti-3RS statements (by the 
article’s position)138 
  
Pro-3RS statements as % of 
total no. of statements  
Anti-3RS statements as % of  
total no. of statements 
Neutral 3.13% 1.75% 
Pro-3RS 46.83% 1.83% 
Anti-3RS 1.01% 48.47% 













137 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 
138 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 
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4.4 The quality of reason-giving 
This section focuses on discussing the quality of reason-giving of the collected 
articles. As highlighted in the previous chapter, the high quality of reason-giving is an 
indispensable component for deliberative democracy, the criterion of the quality of 
reason-giving is also directly related to the third research question of this thesis (For 
details, see Section 1.3 of chapter 1). To assess the quality of reason-giving, I have 
borrowed some of the indicators of the DQI.139 Specifically, I read through each piece 
of collected articles first in order to know what and how many arguments that were 
raised by the author (s). Then, I analyzed each of the arguments and assigned a suitable 
score on them based on their completeness. Finally, the tables and figures below (Table 
12 and Table 13; Figure 23 and Figure 24) were created in order to describe the findings 
about the quality of reason-giving graphically. 
 
4.4.1 The average number of arguments in each analyzed article 
 As shown in Table 12 (measured by Newspaper) and Table 13 (measured by 
article’s position) below, these two tables clearly show the average number of 
arguments that the author (s) raised in his or her article. From Table 12 below, in terms 
of the average number of arguments in each analyzed article, on average, the number 
of arguments of the articles published in the centrist (MP) and the patriotic newspapers 
(TKP) was greater than the articles published in the populist newspapers (AD and 
OD).140 On average, MP and TKP included 2.15 and 2.14 arguments in each article, 
in contrast, AD and OD only included 1.88 and 1.67 arguments in each article. To 
explain the reasons why the average number of arguments of the articles published in 
the populist newspapers was fewer than the articles published in the centrist and 
 
139 For the detailed information about what indicators I have borrowed for this study, see Section 
1.5.7 of chapter 1 for details. 
140 For the definition of the centrist newspapers, the patriotic newspapers and the populist 
newspapers, see Section 2.3 of chapter 2 for details. 
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patriotic newspapers, again, the target readership and the nature of the populist 
newspapers could be the reasons leading to it.141 
 Besides, as Table 13 was measured by the article’s position, by analyzing Table 
13, I could know more about the average number of arguments of the articles which 
held different stances towards the 3RS project. As shown in Table 13 below, in terms 
of the average number of arguments, the leading position was occupied by those 
articles which held a mixed stance towards the 3RS project and the authors raised 2.5 
arguments in their articles on average. On the other hand, focusing on those pro-3RS 
and anti-3RS articles, it can be seen that the authors of the pro-3RS articles tended to 
include a greater number of arguments in their articles in comparison with the authors 
of the anti-3RS articles. On average, the authors of those pro-3RS articles raised 2.32 
arguments in their articles, in contrast, the authors of those anti-3RS articles only raised 
1.76 arguments in their articles.  
As such, by examining the average number of arguments that the author (s) raised 
in their articles, two features could be identified. First, it can be seen that the average 
number of arguments of the articles published in the centrist and the patriotic 
newspapers was greater than the articles published in the populist newspapers. Second, 
it can also be seen that the authors of the pro-3RS articles tended to include more 




141 As the case of the HKS project also had the similar distribution pattern, I explained the reasons 
why the average number of arguments of the articles published in the populist newspapers was fewer 
than the articles published in the centrist and patriotic newspapers in the previous chapter, it could be 
attributed to the nature and target readership of the populist newspapers, for more details, see Section 
3.4.1 of chapter 3. 
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4.4.2 The completeness of justifications  
 For the purpose of assessing the completeness of justifications, as mentioned in 
the previous chapter, I have drawn reference from the DQI in order to have a reliable 
measurement tool for me to examine whether the authors could provide complete 
justifications in their articles to substantiate their arguments and measure the 
deliberative performance of the selected newspapers. Specifically, I analyzed each 
piece of articles and identified what arguments the author (s) raised in his or her article 
first. Then, I judged each of the arguments based on its completeness in order to assign 
a suitable score on it afterwards. Finally, as shown below, Figure 23 (measured by 
Newspaper) and Figure 24 (measured by the article’s position) were created in order 
to show the detailed figures graphically. As shown below, for this case, 59 articles were 
analyzed and 116 arguments could be identified in total.  
By analyzing these two figures, several features were identified. First, it can be 
seen that the authors of the analyzed articles were able to provide sufficient evidence 
or reasons to support their arguments, as shown in Figure 23 and Figure 24 below, it 
can be seen that more than 92% of the arguments were defined as “Level 3: in-depth 
qualified justification” or above, in other words, apart from only providing logical 
reasons, most of the authors could also provide reliable data and figures at the same 
time in order to substantiate their arguments, this could bring about positive impact on 
the deliberation process.142 Second, even though scholars argued that the populist 
newspapers tend to cater for the needs of readers and attract the eyeballs of readers, it 
can be seen that for this case, to a large extent, the populist newspapers could also 
provide a high quality of reason-giving and facilitate the deliberation process. Last but 
not least, as indicated in Figure 24 below, it can be seen that almost 88% of the 
 




arguments for this case were captured in the pro-3RS or anti-3RS articles, in other 
words, it can be seen that the deliberation on the 3RS project was largely dominated 
by the viewpoints that held a clear position (i.e. being pro or con) towards the 3RS 
project. 
First of all, as mentioned above, for this case study, in terms of the total number 
of articles and the average number of arguments, MP took a leading position. Therefore, 
from Figure 23 below, it can be seen that almost 50% (56 out of 116) of the arguments 
were contributed by MP. Apart from this, in terms of the quality of reason-giving, 
Figure 23 below also indicates that all of the arguments for this case were defined as 
Level 2 or above and none of the arguments was defined as “inferior or no 
justifications”, in other words, it can be seen that the authors of the analyzed articles 
could provide sufficient reasons or figures to substantiate their arguments. Specifically, 
as shown in Figure 23 below, more than 35% of arguments were defined as “Level 5: 
in-depth sophisticated justification”, in other words, it can be seen that during the 
deliberation process, a certain number of the authors were able to provide two or above 
logical and detailed (i.e. providing reliable data or figures) reasons to substantiate their 
arguments. Using an editorial in MP on 18 March 2015 as an example, the author 
argued that the 3RS project should be launched immediately if Hong Kong wants to 
maintain its status as an international aviation hub (“Chi lie jiao rongliang”, 2015).143 
In this article, first, the author quoted the air traffic figures provided by AAHK in order 
to support his stance. Then, the author used the expansion project of Guangzhou’s 
airport as an example to prove that there is a need for Hong Kong to build the 3RS in 
order to raise Hong Kong’s competitiveness and compete with neighboring areas. 
Therefore, this example shows that some of the analyzed articles could provide two or 
 
143 Chi lie jiao rongliang yi jie baohe san paodao reng yaoguo susong guan [HKIA has already 
reached the saturation level but the 3RS project still needs to face the litigation challenges]. (2015, 
March 18). Ming Pao, p. A04. 
133 
 
above justifications to substantiate his or her stance, this could effectively enhance the 
quality of deliberation. 
Second, even though scholars defined AD and OD as the populist newspapers and 
argued that articles published in the populist newspapers tend to exaggerate the nature 
of the reported issues for attracting readers’ attention, in terms of the quality of reason-
giving, for this case, it can be seen that the articles published in the populist newspapers 
were also capable to provide sufficient justifications and make contributions to the 
deliberation process. Using the AD’s op-ed which published on 20 March 2015 as an 
example, the author of this article provided sufficient and detailed justifications to 
support his stance. First, the author compared the 3RS project with the HSR project in 
order to argue the 3RS project would become another “white elephant” like the HSR 
project, then, the author quoted the research findings of a study conducted by the think 
tank in the UK in order to show that the 3RS project would not be beneficial to the 
whole society and it should be shelved (Lai, 2015b).144  
Hence, from Figure 23 below, in terms of the quality of reason-giving, it can be 
seen that the authors of the analyzed articles could provide sufficient justifications to 
substantiate their arguments, it can also be seen that the populist newspapers were also 
capable to provide high quality of reason-giving and make contributions to the 
deliberation process.  
Third, Figure 24 below also shows the completeness of justifications of the 
analyzed articles, but it was measured by the article’s position. Even though the data 
in Figure 24 was extracted from Figure 23, through analyzing Figure 24, I could still 
identify another feature related to the research question. From Figure 24 below, it can 
be seen that almost 88% of arguments (102 out of 116) for this case were captured in 
 
144 Lai, Albert K.T. (2015b, March 20). San pao shi bi gaotie geng bukan [The negative consequences 
created by the 3RS project will be more serious than the negative consequences created by the HSR 
project]. Apple Daily, p. A25. 
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either pro-3RS or anti-3RS articles. Specifically, almost 57% (58 out of 102) of them 
were anti-3RS and 43% of them were pro-3RS (44 out of 102), also, in terms of the 
quality of justifications, around 36% (21 out of 58) of the anti-3RS arguments and 30% 
(13 out of 44) of the pro-3RS arguments were defined as the highest level of 
justifications (i.e. “Level 5: in-depth sophisticated justification”). In other words, it 
can be seen that during the deliberation process, from the perspective of message 
recipients (readers of the analyzed editorials and op-eds), to a large extent, they were 
surrounded by the viewpoints or arguments that held a clear stance towards the 3RS 
project because a large proportion of the arguments for this case were captured in the 
pro-3RS or anti-3RS articles. In terms of the quality of justifications, there was not 
much difference between the pro-3RS arguments and the anti-3RS arguments. 
As such, from Figure 23 and Figure 24 below, in terms of the completeness of 
justifications, generally speaking, the authors could provide sufficient justifications to 
support his or her arguments. Also, as indicated in Figure 23 below, the populist 
newspapers could also provide a high quality of justifications and play a constructive 
role in the deliberation process. Besides, from Figure 24 below, it shows that a 
substantial proportion of the arguments for this case were contributed by either pro-










Table 12. The average no. of arguments that the author(s) raised in each analyzed 
article (by Newspaper)145 
  Editorial & Op-ed 
Ming Pao 2.15  
Ta Kung Pao 2.14  
Apple Daily 1.88  
Oriental Daily News 1.67  
 
Table 13. The average no. of arguments that the author(s) raised in each analyzed 
article (by the article’s position)146 
  Editorial & Op-ed 
Neutral 1.33  
Pro-3RS 2.32 
Anti-3RS 1.76  
Mixed 2.50  
 
Figure 23. The completeness of justifications (by Newspaper) 
 
 
145 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 
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4.5 Responsiveness and respectfulness 
This section focuses on discussing the degree of responsiveness and 
respectfulness of the collected articles. As highlighted in Chapter 1, the participants in 
the deliberation should pay attention to and respond to other participants’ views 
respectfully so as to facilitate the exchange of opinions. The criterion of 
responsiveness and respectfulness is also directly related to the last research question 
of this thesis (For details, see Section 1.3 of chapter 1). To assess it, first, I measured 
if the authors rebutted any opposing viewpoints (the use of rebuttals) in their articles 
or not, if yes, how many of them were rebutted by the authors? Then, I assessed if the 
authors used any disrespectful languages in their articles and counted the number of 
articles which included disrespectful languages. Finally, the figures and tables below 
(Figure 25 to Figure 28; Table 14 and Table 15) were created in order to describe the 
findings of this criterion in a graphical format. 
 
4.5.1 Responsiveness 
4.5.1.1 Use of rebuttals 
 As shown in Figure 25 and Figure 26 below, these two figures clearly show the 
picture of the use of rebuttals of the analyzed articles. Figure 25 was measured by 
Newspaper and Figure 26 was measured by the article’s position. Broadly speaking, it 
can be seen that around 46% (27 out of 59) of the articles contained at least one rebuttal, 
in other words, I could not find any rebuttals in the remaining 54% (32 out of 59) of 
the articles. Specifically, two features could be identified after analyzing Figure 25 and 
Figure 26. First, comparing the performance of different selected newspapers in terms 
of the use of rebuttals, the centrist newspaper (MP) took a leading position as Figure 
25 clearly shows that more than 65% of the MP’s articles contained at least one rebuttal, 
it outperformed the rest of the selected newspapers. Second, Figure 26 also shows that 
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in terms of the use of rebuttals, the authors of the pro-3RS articles were more willing 
to respond to other sides’ viewpoints in comparison with the authors of the anti-3RS 
articles. 
 First, as shown in Figure 25 below, comparing the performance of different types 
of newspapers in terms of the use of rebuttals, it can be seen that 65% (17 out of 26) 
of the articles in the centrist newspaper (MP) included at least one rebuttal throughout 
the articles, on the contrary, only around 20% (2 out of 8) of AD’s articles and 28% (5 
out of 18) of OD’s articles could do so, in other words, a large proportion of the articles 
in the populist newspapers did not really respond to other sides’ viewpoints. The 
performance of the patriotic newspaper (TKP) was on average, around 43% (3 out of 
7) of the articles contained at least one rebuttal. From Figure 25 below, it shows that 
the centrist newspaper (MP) performed better in terms of the use of rebuttals, a higher 
proportion of the authors of MP’s articles were willing to listen as well as responding 
to the other’s views.  
 Second, apart from measuring the use of rebuttals in terms of the Newspaper, I 
also measured it in terms of the article’s position (See Figure 26 for details). From 
Figure 26, it indicates 52% (10 out of 19) of the pro-3RS articles included at least one 
rebuttal, in contrast, only 42% (14 out of 33) of the anti-3RS articles could do so. 
Besides, Figure 26 also shows that even though an article held a neutral or mixed 
position, rebuttals could also be found in such kind of articles. For example, an op-ed 
in MP on 20 March 2015 indicated a neutral stance towards the 3RS project, but the 
author also disagreed and rebutted an argument, the author of this op-ed first 
mentioned that some people in society suggested that Hong Kong should cooperate 
with the neighboring airports rather than expanding HKIA, the author then challenged 
this viewpoint and rebutted that the neighboring mainland cities have no responsibility 
to cater for Hong Kong’s interests and Hong Kong should not give up its own power 
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of autonomy and only rely on mainland China (Yep, 2015).147 From Figure 26 below, 
it can be seen that the authors of the pro-3RS articles were more willing to respond to 
other sides’ viewpoints in comparison with the authors of the anti-3RS articles. Figure 
26 also indicates some of the authors who held a neutral or mixed stance towards the 
3RS project could also include rebuttals in their articles. 
 
4.5.1.2 In those articles with the presence of rebuttals, on average, how many 
opposing viewpoints were rebutted? 
 After categorizing all of the articles in terms of the presence or absence of 
rebuttals, I excluded those articles with no rebuttals and only focused on those articles 
with the presence of rebuttals. I further measured how many opposing viewpoints were 
rebutted by the authors in those articles with the presence of rebuttals and created two 
tables to describe it (See Table 14 and Table 15 for details). Table 14 and Table 15 were 
measured in terms of Newspaper and the article’s position respectively. In terms of 
comparing the average number of rebutted viewpoints in different selected newspapers, 
it can be seen that the performance of TKP and MP in this aspect were better than the 
rest of the selected newspapers (See Table 14 for details). From Table 15 below, it can 
also be seen that on average, the authors of the pro-3RS articles tended to rebut more 
opposing viewpoints in an article in comparison with the anti-3RS articles. 
 First, Table 14 provides information about how many articles included at least 
one rebuttal and the average number of viewpoints that were rebutted by the authors. 
It can be seen that a larger number of viewpoints were rebutted by the authors of TKP’s 
and MP’s articles. On average, the authors of TKP’s and MP’s articles rebutted 2.33 
and 2.24 opposing viewpoints in an article respectively. For the populist newspapers, 
 
147 Yep, Ray K. M. (2015, March 20). Guan yu san pao de ji ge changshi wenti [A few basic questions 
related to the third-runway]. Ming Pao, p. A38. 
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on average, the authors of AD’s and OD’s articles rebutted 2.00 and 1.00 opposing 
viewpoints in an article respectively. Hence, comparing the performance of the centrist, 
the patriotic and the populist newspapers in this aspect, it can be seen that the centrist 
newspaper and the patriotic newspaper performed better than the populist newspapers. 
 Second, it can be clearly seen that a large proportion of the articles which included 
rebuttals were either pro-3RS or anti-3RS, only a few of them held a neutral or a mixed 
stance (See Table 15 for details). Focusing on those articles which held a clear position, 
on average, the authors of the pro-3RS articles rebutted 2.40 arguments in an article, 
on the contrary, the authors of the anti-3RS articles only rebutted 1.79 arguments in an 
article. From Figure 26 and Table 15 below, it can be seen that the authors of the pro-
3RS articles were more willing to respond to opposing viewpoints and they also tended 
to respond more opposing viewpoints in an article.  
 
4.5.1.3 A brief summary  
 As such, in terms of the use of rebuttals, from Figure 25 and Figure 26 below, it 
can be seen that the centrist newspaper outperformed the other types of newspapers 
(i.e. the patriotic and the populist newspapers). Again, as mentioned in Section 3.5.1.3 
of chapter 3, a possible reason for this finding could be that since centrist newspapers 
place their emphasis on the accuracy and objectivity of the news, the authors of the 
MP’s articles were more likely to include rebuttals in their articles in order to provide 
a more comprehensive picture and show the both sides of the argument to their target 
readership (middle-class and intellectuals). Besides, in terms of measuring the use of 
rebuttals by the article’s position, a higher proportion of the pro-3RS articles contained 
at least one rebuttal in comparison with the anti-3RS articles. In terms of the average 
number of rebutted viewpoints, from Table 14 and Table 15 below, it can be seen that 
the performance of the centrist newspaper and the patriotic newspaper were better than 
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the populist newspapers, also, the authors of the pro-3RS articles were more willing to 
respond to opposing viewpoints and they also tended to respond more opposing 
viewpoints in an article. 
 
4.5.2 Respectfulness 
4.5.2.1 Use of disrespectful languages 
 In order to assess whether the authors of the analyzed articles could engage in the 
deliberation in a respectful way, I measured if the authors used any disrespectful 
languages throughout their articles or not and then created Figure 27 (measured by 
Newspaper) and Figure 28 (measured by the article’s position) to show the detailed 
figures.148 Broadly speaking, from Figure 27 below, it shows that around 15% (9 
pieces) of the analyzed articles contained disrespectful languages throughout its 
content. Besides, in terms of the article’s position, Figure 28 below shows that all of 
these “disrespectful” articles (i.e. the articles which had disrespectful languages) were 
either pro-3RS or anti-3RS, in other words, none of the neutral or mixed articles were 
defined as “disrespectful” articles. 
 Specifically, in terms of the proportion of “disrespectful” articles in each 
newspaper, Figure 27 shows it in detail. It can be seen that around 11% (2 out of 18), 
12% (3 out of 26), 14% (1 out of 7) and 38% (3 out of 8) of the articles in OD, MP, 
TKP and AD respectively were defined as “disrespectful” articles, in other words, it 
could be said that it was common for the authors of AD’s articles used disrespectful 
languages during the deliberation on this infrastructure project in comparison with the 
 
148 To define what is meant by “disrespectful languages”, as mentioned in Section 2.6 of chapter 2, I 
used an op-ed article in AD which published on 31 October 2009 as an example, the author of this 
article stigmatized the former CE Donald Tsang as a lackey and a slave of the Chinese Communist 
Party (Li, 2009). Therefore, it can be seen that if the author (s) used any insulting and offensive 
languages to make personal attacks, criticize others or as a way of expressing opinions. I defined such 
kind of articles as “disrespectful” articles (i.e. the articles which had disrespectful languages). For 
more details of this op-ed article, see Li, T. S. (2009, October 31). Bei kong mousha de jiangjun [A 
general charged with murder]. Apple Daily, p. A18. 
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rest of the newspapers. For example, one of the op-eds in AD on 19 March 2015 
criticized the Government’s approach in handling the 3RS project and the author used 
the term “689” to call the then CE, Mr. C.Y. Leung (Lai, 2015).149 Actually, the term 
“689” was commonly used by Government opponents at that moment of time in order 
to satirize and challenge the legitimacy of Mr. Leung as the CE. Therefore, from Figure 
27 below, it can be seen that the problem of using disrespectful languages was existed 
in all of the four selected newspapers, particularly in AD. 
 Besides, from Figure 28 below, in terms of the stance of “disrespectful” articles, 
it indicates that actually all of the “disrespectful” articles were either pro-3RS or anti-
3RS and it also shows that the authors of the anti-3RS articles were more likely to use 
disrespectful languages throughout their articles. For the purpose of using disrespectful 
languages, after my analysis on these “disrespectful articles”, I found that the authors 
of these articles often used disrespectful languages to insult others who held opposite 
views with them. For example, using Lai’s article as an example again, the author used 
the term “689” to accuse Mr. Leung, as the author of this article was an opponent of 
the 3RS project, he criticized the Government’s approach in handling this project and 
argued that the 3RS would be the product of Government-Business collusion 
eventually and appealed to the society to oppose this project (Lai, 2015). In contrast, 
an op-ed in TKP on 24 March 2015 showed a supportive attitude towards the 3RS 
project and the author implicitly satirized the opponents of the 3RS project played the 
fool and called them as “troublemakers” (Chan, Y., 2015).150 Therefore, from Figure 
28 below and the examples above, it can be seen that in terms of the article’s position, 
 
149 Lai, C. F. (2015, March 19). Qiang tui san pao jiakong li hui [Bypassing the LegCo and attempting 
to push through the 3RS project]. Apple Daily, p. A21. 
150 Chan, Y. C. (2015, March 24). Buyao diaonan kuojian di san paodao [Don’t deliberately create 
difficulties for the 3RS project]. Ta Kung Pao, p. A12. 
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all of the “disrespectful” articles were either pro-3RS or anti-3RS and a large 
proportion of them actually were anti-3RS articles. 
 As such, Figure 27 and Figure 28 show that some of the editorials and op-eds in 
the Hong Kong newspapers tended to use disrespectful languages during the 
deliberation process, especially the articles in AD. Also, Figure 28 shows that all of the 
“disrespectful” articles were either pro-3RS or anti-3RS and the authors of the anti-
3RS articles were more likely to use disrespectful languages throughout their articles. 
 























Figure 26. Use of rebuttals (by the article’s position) 
 
Table 14. In those articles with the presence of rebuttals, on average, how many 
opposing viewpoints were rebutted? (by Newspaper)151 
  
No. of articles with the 
presence of rebuttals 
Editorial & Op-ed 
Ta Kung Pao  3 2.33 
Ming Pao 17 2.24 
Apple Daily 2 2.00 
Oriental Daily News 5 1.00 
 
Table 15. In those articles with the presence of rebuttals, on average, how many 
opposing viewpoints were rebutted? (by the article’s position)152 
 No. of articles with the 
presence of rebuttals 
Editorial & Op-ed 
Neutral 2 2.00 
Pro-3RS 10 2.40 
Anti-3RS 14 1.79 




151 Figures were rounded to the nearest two decimals places. 













Figure 27. Use of disrespectful languages (by Newspaper) 
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4.6 Concluding remarks 
 This chapter has described the deliberative performance of Hong Kong 
newspapers during the deliberation on the 3RS project. Overall, the research questions 
which I outlined in Chapter 1 have been addressed. The research findings suggest a 
mixed picture about the deliberative performance of Hong Kong newspapers.  
Firstly, this chapter has shown the newspaper coverage on the 3RS project was 
largely concentrated in the critical moments, in other words, the newspaper coverage 
on the 3RS project was not that dense in other months. The findings also show that the 
centrist newspaper tended to a more in-depth and extensive coverage on the issue, the 
extensive coverage on the rainstorm contributed by MP was an example.  
 Secondly, in terms of the balance and diversity of viewpoints, this chapter has 
also shown that the newspaper coverage on the 3RS project was distributed in a 
relatively unbalanced way. It has also shown that a large proportion of the analyzed 
articles were one-sided articles. Besides, the authors of the articles which held a pro or 
con stance towards the 3RS project tended to devote a large portion of their articles to 
the viewpoints that were consistent with their positions. 
 Thirdly, in terms of the quality of reason-giving, generally speaking, the authors 
of the analyzed articles could provide sufficient justifications to substantiate their 
positions, a large number of the authors even provided two or above detailed and 
evidence-based justifications to substantiate their stances. It has also shown that the 
populist newspapers were also able to provide a high quality of reason-giving so as to 
facilitate the deliberation process. 
 Last but not least, in terms of the degree of responsiveness and respectfulness, 
generally speaking, this chapter has shown that the proportion of the articles which 
included rebuttals was not large. Besides, this chapter has also shown that some of the 
analyzed articles tended to use disrespectful languages during the deliberation process, 
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especially the articles in AD.153 As highlighted in Chapter 1, the use of disrespectful 
languages would pose a negative impact on the deliberation process.  
 To sum up, the research findings suggest a mixed picture about the deliberative 
performance of Hong Kong newspapers, for this case, the findings suggest that to some 
extent, Hong Kong newspapers could play a constructive role in terms of facilitating 
the deliberation process. For example, Hong Kong newspapers were able to provide a 
high quality of reason-giving. On the other hand, the findings also show that Hong 
Kong newspapers failed on some of the key themes that deliberative democracy 
theorists highlighted as important to an effective public deliberation process. For 
example, to a large extent, the viewpoints that Hong Kong newspapers provided were 
not diverse and they tended to offer more deliberative space for certain sides’ 
viewpoints. For more details, the more comprehensive discussion of the research 












153 Again, to explain why the authors of AD’s articles had a stronger tendency to use disrespectful 
languages, it might be related to their political position. As AD is a newspaper that has an explicit 
political inclination and takes a pro-democracy stance, as I mentioned in Section 4.5.2.1 of this 
chapter, the authors of the “disrespectful articles” tended to use disrespectful languages to stigmatize 
people who held opposite views with them. The case of AD is also the same, they frequently used 
disrespectful languages to stigmatize pro-Beijing camp members. Therefore, the political stance of AD 
might be the reason to explain why they had a stronger tendency to use disrespectful languages. 
Further explanation about the political stance of AD and the political spectrum of the selected 




Discussion and Conclusion 
5.1 Introduction 
 Through studying the deliberation on the two selected cases, this thesis has 
investigated the mediated deliberation in Hong Kong newspapers and addressed the 
research questions. The coding scheme, which is based on the DQI and existing 
literature on mediated deliberation, has been created for coding the newspaper articles. 
The data which I obtained from the coding process has been used to analyze the role 
of Hong Kong newspapers in constructing mediated deliberation and the deliberative 
performance of Hong Kong newspapers. Also, this thesis has confirmed that 
deliberative democracy is the theory that can be operationalized for empirical enquiry 
and indicates the critical strength of this theory. Furthermore, as mentioned in Section 
1.1 of chapter 1, Wessler (2008) appealed for researchers to devote more effort to study 
mediated deliberation in non-Western countries like Asian countries. As such, this 
thesis has tried to respond to Wessler’s call and study mediated deliberation in Hong 
Kong.  
 This chapter is organized into five sections. The first section is the introductory 
section, which outlines the structure of this chapter. The second section is the 
discussion section, further discussion and implications of the research findings are 
provided in this section. The third section is the conclusion. The fourth section outlines 
the limitations of this thesis. Finally, recommendations for future research are provided 






5.2 Discussion and implications of the findings 
5.2.1 Discussion 
 After analyzing all the relevant editorial and op-ed articles, the research findings 
suggest a mixed picture regarding the deliberative performance of Hong Kong 
newspapers. As presented in chapter 3 and 4, there was not much difference in terms 
of the deliberative performance of Hong Kong newspapers in handling the HKS 
project and the 3RS project. Further discussion of the research findings is provided as 
follows. 
  Firstly, focusing on the first measurement criterion –– the adequacy of 
newspaper coverage, specifically, whether the selected newspapers devoted adequate 
attention to the issues. In the first case study (the HKS case), as shown in Figure 3 and 
Table 1, 158 pieces of articles were located and in terms of the degree of internal 
coverage, it ranged from 0.88% to 2.48%. In the second case study (the 3RS case), as 
shown in Figure 16 and Table 9, 59 pieces of articles were located and in terms of the 
degree of internal coverage, it ranged from 0.38% to 1.13%. In order to evaluate the 
adequacy of coverage, I have also looked at existing literature on mediated deliberation 
so as to have a better understanding regarding the adequacy of coverage. According to 
Pilon (2009), he investigated the deliberative performance of Canadian newspapers in 
dealing with Ontario referendum and found that the Toronto Star devoted 3% of its 
total coverage to the referendum-related issues during the analysis period. Then, Pilon 
argued that:   
However, the Toronto Star did provide an illuminating snapshot of comparative 
issue coverage in a ‘media watch’ column in mid- September. The breakdown 
suggested a fairly low level of coverage on electoral reform, compared to other 
issues –– just 3% of election-related stories dealt with the referendum in their 
sample (Toronto Star, 13 September 2007). (p.8)  
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Therefore, based on the research findings and Pilon’s study, I would argue that during 
the two analysis periods, the degree of coverage on the two selected issues was low 
overall. Renwick and Lamb (2013) noted that “A precondition for a quality debate is 
that there be enough discussion for most voters to notice that debate is happening and 
for the space to exist for relevant information to be conveyed ” (p.295). It can therefore 
be seen that an adequate newspaper coverage is important to an effective deliberation, 
but the performance of the Hong Kong newspapers on this criterion was not that well.  
 Apart from this, the research findings also show that Hong Kong newspapers 
tended to devote much more attention to the issues during critical moments but paid 
very little attention at other times, particularly in the case of the HKS project, as 
presented in chapter 3, the coverage on the HKS project was mainly concentrated in 
the first half of the analysis period. Gastil (2008) argued that in order to facilitate the 
occurrence of effective mediated deliberation, the media should create a solid 
information base through providing an extensive and comprehensive coverage on 
important issues. It can be seen that Hong Kong newspapers were unable to do so 
because the coverage on the two selected issues was highly concentrated at a certain 
period of time, it would be hard for readers to receive enormous information and digest 
it within a short period of time.  
 Secondly, focusing on the second measurement criterion –– balance and diversity, 
as I mentioned in chapter 3 and chapter 4, the newspaper coverage on the two selected 
cases was distributed in a relatively unbalanced way. As scholars emphasized that the 
media should provide balanced coverage of the issue to ensure that readers can have a 
comprehensive understanding about both sides of the argument and make a reasoned 
decision afterwards (Nisbet & Huge, 2008; Fishkin, 2009; Renwick & Lamb, 2013). 
However, as explained in chapter 3 and chapter 4, when handling the two selected 
infrastructure disputes, instead of providing equal room for different voices, it can be 
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clearly seen that a certain side’s viewpoints were overwhelmingly represented in Hong 
Kong newspapers, particularly in AD and TKP. Using the HKS case as an example, as 
shown in Figure 6, almost 90% (31 pieces) of the AD’s articles were anti-HKS, but at 
the same time, more than 90% (33 pieces) of the TKP’s articles were pro-HKS. As can 
be seen from this finding, the role of newspaper editors is pivotal in the selection and 
curation of the articles presented in a newspaper. As mentioned in previous chapters, 
since AD and TKP are on both ends of the political spectrum, their editors therefore 
prefer to present more articles that are in favor of their paper’s political position. But 
on the other hand, since MP is regarded as a centralist newspaper and their political 
position is not as strong as AD and TKP, in comparison with these two newspapers, it 
can be seen that MP’s editor may have a stronger intention to present different views 
together on one page instead of merely presenting one-sided views. Undeniably, the 
role of editors is pivotal in shaping the quality of deliberation, but due to the limitations 
of time and resources, the scope of this study was only limited to newspaper content 
and therefore I did not conduct further in-depth analysis on this issue and this is one 
of the limitations of this study.154 Therefore, focusing on the existing research findings, 
again, as deliberative democracy theorists mentioned that a balanced and diverse 
coverage can equip readers with a better understanding about the discussed issues and 
facilitate the deliberation process, but suffice to say, Hong Kong newspapers were 
unable to provide an equal space for each side of the deliberation, it might affect 
readers’ understanding towards the two infrastructure disputes. 
 Thirdly, apart from providing a balanced and diverse coverage, deliberative 
democracy theorists emphasize the importance of complete justifications. For example, 
during the process of developing DQI, Steenbergen and his colleagues mentioned that 
“Justifications at once can fuel and resolve disputes, thus stimulating the deliberative 
 
154 Further discussion on the limitations of this study is provided in Section 5.4 of this chapter. 
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process. A critical aspect of these justifications is their logical coherence (Steenbergen 
et al., 2003, p.25). As such, I also examined the quality of reason-giving to see whether 
Hong Kong newspapers could facilitate the deliberation through providing complete 
justifications. The findings indicate that during the deliberation periods, broadly 
speaking, most of the authors were able to provide complete or even sophisticated 
justifications, which means that most of the authors could use appropriate evidence 
and figures to support their claims. To a large extent, this could facilitate the 
deliberation and enhance readers’ understandings towards the issue.  
However, as I mentioned in Section 3.4.2 of chapter 3, I found that during the 
deliberation on the HKS project, OD included misleading information. In Gastil’s 
study, he argued that the media’s role is important in modern societies because people 
nowadays mainly rely on different types of media, such as television and newspapers 
to obtain information (Gastil, 2008). Wong and Chan (2015) also found that Hong 
Kong newspapers are capable to shape readers’ perceptions or even change their 
positions towards certain issues. Therefore, OD included inaccurate information in its 
article, this might negatively affect readers’ perceptions and understandings about the 
issue. 
 Finally, focusing on the last measurement criterion –– responsiveness and 
respectfulness. Gutmann and Thompson (1996) stated that the participants in a 
deliberation should treat each other and respond to others’ view in a respectful manner. 
Also, Steenbergen and his colleagues mentioned that “Respect is a prerequisite for 
serious listening, which in turn is essential for deliberation. Several dimensions of 
respect play a role in discourse.” (Steenbergen et al., 2003, p.26). Therefore, this is 
also an important component for an ideal and effective deliberation. However, again, 
the research findings suggest that Hong Kong newspapers performed not that well on 
this measurement criterion. For example, in terms of the degree of responsiveness, for 
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the HKS case, only 39% (61 out of 158) of the analyzed articles included at least one 
rebuttal (See Figure 12). For the 3RS case, only around 46% (27 out of 59) of the 
analyzed articles could do so (See Figure 25). In other words, in the case of Hong Kong 
newspapers, only less than a half of the authors were able to respond to opponents’ 
view. In terms of the degree of respectfulness, it can also be seen that a certain 
proportion of the analyzed articles included disrespectful languages, especially in the 
AD’s and TKP’s articles. Again, A possible explanation could be that these two 
newspapers are on both ends of the political spectrum, they tended to use disrespectful 
languages to stigmatize their opponents. For example, one of the op-eds in AD on 19 
March 2015 criticized the Government’s approach in handling the 3RS project and the 
author used the term “689” to call the then CE, Mr. C.Y. Leung (Lai, 2015).155 As 
such, as I mentioned above, Steenbergen and his colleagues highlighted that respect is 
a necessary component for a serious deliberation, but for this study, the research 
findings suggest that to a large extent, Hong Kong newspapers failed to do so, this 
might negatively affect the process of deliberation. 
 
5.2.2 Implications of the research findings 
 After having an in-depth discussion on the research findings, I drew two 
implications from my research findings. 
 First, from a theoretical perspective, again, my research findings suggest that 
Hong Kong newspapers failed on the key themes that deliberative democracy theorists 
highlighted as important to an effective deliberation. Indeed, Steiner (2012), who is 
one of the contributors of the DQI, he conducted another study on deliberative 
democracy and expressed his views on the role and development of the media: 
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In the philosophical literature, there is no controversy over how the media should 
be deliberative; there is consensus that ideally the media should offer a platform for 
a respectful and sophisticated dialogue with all policy positions being included on 
an equal level. Yet, the real media world tends to be so far removed from this ideal 
that it looks frustrating from a deliberative perspective. (p.179) 
My research findings have once again confirmed that Steiner’s view remains valid. 
For the future development of deliberative democracy in the traditional media outlets, 
Steiner held a pessimistic attitude, given that the traditional media market has become 
increasingly competitive, media companies have to operate in an entertaining way in 
order to survive in such increasingly competitive market. The media landscape of 
Hong Kong is also similar, as the media market of Hong Kong has also become 
increasingly competitive in recent years, especially facing the rapid rise of the new 
media, such as online news bloggers and social media. My research findings also imply 
that to a large extent, Hong Kong newspapers have gradually turned into a platform 
for entertainment rather than for serious deliberation and it is foreseeable that Hong 
Kong newspapers will remain the same development direction in order to survive in 
the increasing competitive market, in other words, it is difficult to see the newspapers 
in Hong Kong will change its development direction and become more deliberative in 
the future. Although my research findings suggest that the selected newspapers to 
some extent could play a constructive role in the deliberation process as they were able 
to provide a high quality of reason-giving, it does not imply that the selected 
newspapers could fit well into the Habermas’ standards of an ideal deliberation, as the 
selected newspapers failed on other deliberative components, which are also crucial to 
an effective deliberation. 
 Second, from my research findings, it can be seen that there is a serious handicap 
in promoting deliberative democracy in Hong Kong –– the serious ideological schisms 
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between members from different political camps. According to Cheng (2014), he 
argued that in general, the political actors in Hong Kong are reluctant to accept the 
other side’s views. Cheng further argued that the main reason that leading to the 
serious political cleavages is the “executive-led” system of government, the 
Government is well protected under the existing political and electoral systems as 
stipulated in the Basic Law, in other words, there is no chance for the Government to 
be replaced by the pro-democracy groups and the CE is selected by the Chinese 
leadership. Hence, under this arrangement, some of the opposition camp members hold 
a prejudiced view towards government policies, particularly the policies related to 
China. From my research findings, it can be seen that during the deliberation process 
on the construction of the HKS, some of the opposition camp members also held a 
prejudiced view towards this infrastructure project. For example, an op-ed article in 
MP on 19 December 2009, the author used a term “a corpse” to call the supporters of 
the HKS project, as the author deemed that they were the puppets of the government 
(Chu, 2009).156 Apparently, such kind of unreasonable accusations is not conducive 
to the promotion of rational deliberation. As such, it can be seen that under the political 
context of Hong Kong, it is difficult to promote the concepts of deliberative democracy 
in the territory and it is foreseeable that Hong Kong’s political landscape will become 
increasingly polarized in the future. 
 To sum up, by further analyzing the research findings, two implications could be 
drawn. First, it can be seen that Hong Kong newspapers have gradually turned into a 
platform for entertainment rather than for serious deliberation and it is foreseeable that 
they will remain the same development direction in order to survive in the increasing 
competitive media market. Second, it can be seen that under the current political 
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arrangement as stipulated in the Basic Law, promoting the concept of deliberative 
democracy in the territory is challenging and it is foreseeable that Hong Kong’s 
political landscape will become increasingly polarized in the future. 
 
5.3 Conclusion 
 To conclude, this thesis has investigated the role of Hong Kong newspapers in 
constructing mediated deliberation and measured their deliberative performance 
during the deliberations on the HKS project and the 3RS project. Through conducting 
content analysis of 217 editorial and op-ed articles from four major Chinese-language 
newspapers, it was found that to some extent, Hong Kong newspapers could play a 
constructive role in facilitating the process of deliberation, but at the same time, the 
results also indicate that Hong Kong newspapers failed on the key themes that 
deliberative democracy theorists highlighted as important to an effective deliberation.  
On the one hand, the results show that Hong Kong newspapers could provide 
high-quality of reason-giving, this could enhance readers’ understandings about the 
issue and facilitate the deliberation. On the other hand, in terms of other measurement 
criteria, such as the degree of newspaper coverage, the balance and diversity of 
viewpoints and the degree of responsiveness and respectfulness, the results indicate 
that the newspaper coverage on the selected cases was not high and relatively 
imbalanced in terms of displaying the different sides of the deliberation. In terms of 
responsiveness and respectfulness, it can also be seen that the degree of responsiveness 
of the analyzed articles was not high and some of the authors even used disrespectful 
languages throughout their articles. Therefore, this is the reason why I argued that in 
terms of the deliberative performance of Hong Kong newspapers, the research findings 
present a mixed picture. 
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 This thesis makes two contributions to this research area. Firstly, it examines that 
the theory of deliberative democracy can not only be operationalized in Western 
countries, but also be able to work well in the Asian context. As mentioned above, 
even though many studies have been made on the performance of the media and 
mediated deliberation, scholars mainly put their focus on the Western context and 
overlook non-Western countries, such as Asian countries. Therefore, this study can be 
regarded as an attempt to operationalize the deliberative democracy in the Asian 
context. Secondly, as existing studies on the mediated deliberation and newspaper 
content mainly focus on how mediated deliberation works in democratic states, such 
as Canada, the US and the UK, but overlook how mediated deliberation works in 
authoritarian regimes or semi-democratic regimes. Therefore, this study can also be 
regarded as an attempt to study how mediated deliberation works in a semi-democratic 
regime (Hong Kong). 
 
5.4 Limitations of this thesis 
 Like many other studies on mediated deliberation and newspaper content, this 
one has its limitations. First, the research scope of this study was not large, only four 
major Hong Kong Chinese-language newspapers were analyzed. If more major 
newspapers had been selected and analyzed, a more definitive conclusion about the 
deliberative quality of Hong Kong newspapers might be drawn. 
 Second, due to limitations of time and resources, I did not conduct the inter-coder 
reliability test during the coding process. To explain what the inter-coder reliability 
test is, using Maia’s study as an example, as mentioned in previous chapters, she 
investigated the role of Brazilian newspapers in constructing mediated deliberation, 
during her study, she recruited four undergraduate research assistants and provided 
suitable training for them in order to equip them with a comprehensive understanding 
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of the coding process. Then, she requested these four assistants to code 30 articles in 
order to test the degree of inter-coder agreement and ensure the reliability of her coding 
scheme (Maia, 2009). For this study, in order to minimize the possible impacts caused 
by this limitation, when I was considering the components of the coding scheme, I 
tried to draw reference from the existing literature, such as DQI, as all of these existing 
literature relevant to mediated deliberation were published in authoritative academic 
journals, this could ensure the objectivity and reliability of my coding scheme. 
Third, in this study, I only focused on analyzing newspaper content, in other 
words, the scope of this study was limited to newspaper content and I did not conduct 
further in-depth analysis on the nature and values of each newspaper, as highlighted in 
Section 1.5.1 of chapter 1, Maia (2009) argued that media companies may have their 
own considerations and operate according to their own news-making values and try to 
dominate the public opinion by systematically preferring certain types of information 
and filtering out others. As I mentioned in Section 5.2.1 of this chapter, in terms of 
shaping the deliberative quality of newspapers, the role of newspaper editors is 
essential, indeed, other actors such as op-ed writers, columnists and reporters, their 
role is also pivotal. Therefore, it might be possible for future researchers to obtain a 
broader picture about mediated deliberation if they can go beyond the scope of this 
study, for instance, future researchers should consider conducting face-to-face 
interviews with media professionals, collecting data about the background of article 
writers and analyzing whether the different background of article writers does pose 
impact on the deliberative quality, etc. 
Last but not least, as highlighted in Section 2.4 of chapter 2, for this study, all of 
the data (newspaper articles) were obtained from the Wisenews database. As the 
database only recorded the text information into their repository when they were 
archiving the newspaper articles, in other words, during the coding process, I mainly 
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focused on analyzing the text information and excluded images and other non-text 
information. If images and other non-text information were also included, it would be 
possible for researchers to obtain a more comprehensive picture about mediated 
deliberation. 
 
5.5 Recommendations for future research 
 Firstly, in order to ensure the reliability of the coding scheme and test the inter-
coder agreement, if circumstances permit, future researchers should conduct an inter-
coder reliability test. The procedure of this test is similar to what Maia did in her study, 
future researchers should consider inviting other persons to participate in the coding 
work and providing suitable training for them in order to equip them with a 
comprehensive understanding of the coding procedures. Then, researchers can ask 
them to code a certain proportion of the samples in order to test the inter-coder 
agreement. This process can help future researchers to know if their coding scheme is 
reliable and objective or not.  
Secondly, apart from only studying newspaper content, if possible, it is better for 
future researchers to expand their research scope in order to have a deeper 
understanding about the role of Hong Kong media in constructing mediated 
deliberation. For example, future researchers should consider conducting interviews 
with media professionals, such as newspaper editors, columnists and reporters so as to 
get a better understanding about their role in shaping the mediated deliberation. 
Besides, since the data about the background of op-ed writers has not been collected 
for this study, future researchers should also consider studying the mediated 
deliberation from this perspective and see if the background of op-ed writers is a factor 
that affects the quality of mediated deliberation. It allows future researchers to 
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understand the whole process of mediated deliberation and the role of media in 
constructing the mediated deliberation from different perspectives.  
 Thirdly, if possible, future researchers should consider adopting a comparative 
approach when conducting a study of mediated deliberation in order to get a more 
comprehensive picture. For example, Pomatto and Seddone (2017) adopted a 
comparative approach when investigating the issue of mediated deliberation, they 
assessed the deliberative performance of Italian, French and Spanish print media in a 
comparative approach. Therefore, future researchers should consider measuring the 
deliberative performance in a comparative perspective, for example, future researchers 
can conduct a comparative study and assess the deliberative quality of Hong Kong and 
Taiwan newspapers, it is also worthwhile for future researchers to devote their 
attention, as Taiwan is a democratic regime, but at the same time, Hong Kong is a 
semi-democratic regime, future researchers can assess whether there are enormous 
differences in terms of the quality of mediated deliberation under different types of 
regimes. 
 Last but not least, although I stressed the importance of the print media in Section 
1.5.5 of chapter 1 and it is undeniable that the print media is still playing a decisive 
role in the public deliberation, it can also be seen that the new media, such as online 
political blogs, has played an increasing role in Hong Kong politics. The importance 
of the new media may be equal to the traditional print media in the future. Therefore, 
future researchers should consider focusing on the new media and see whether the new 




Appendix A: The voting results of the motion on the construction of Hong Kong 










Appendix B: The detailed distribution of the collected editorial and op-ed 
articles 
 
Case 1: The Hong Kong Section of the Express Rail Link Construction Project 
 






Editorials in Ta Kung Pao (From 2009.07.01 to 2010.06.30) 
Related to the High-
Speed Rail Controversy 
No. of Editorials Percentage (%) 
YES 10 3.22% 
NO 301 96.78% 
TOTAL: 311 100% 
Op-eds in Ta Kung Pao (From 2009.07.01 to 2010.06.30)  
Related to the High-
Speed Rail Controversy 
No. of Op-eds Percentage (%) 
YES 24 0.67% 
NO 3532 99.33% 
TOTAL: 3556 100% 
Editorials in Ta Kung Pao (From 2014.09.01 to 2015.08.31) 
Related to the 
construction of the 3RS 
No. of Editorials Percentage (%) 
YES 0 0% 
NO 311 100% 
TOTAL: 311 100% 
Op-eds in Ta Kung Pao (From 2014.09.01 to 2015.08.31)  
Related to the 
construction of the 3RS 
No. of Op-eds Percentage (%) 
YES 7 0.46% 
NO 1502 99.54% 
TOTAL: 1509 100% 
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Case 1: The Hong Kong Section of the Express Rail Link Construction Project 
 
 










Op-eds in Ming Pao (From 2009.07.01 to 2010.06.30)  
Related to the High-
Speed Rail Controversy 
No. of Op-eds Percentage (%) 
YES 32 3.22% 
NO 961 96.78% 
TOTAL: 993 100% 
Editorials in Ming Pao (From 2009.07.01 to 2010.06.30) 
Related to the High-
Speed Rail Controversy 
No. of Editorials Percentage (%) 
YES 2 0.53% 
NO 375 99.47% 
TOTAL: 377 100% 
Editorials in Ming Pao (From 2014.09.01 to 2015.08.31) 
Related to the 
construction of the 3RS 
No. of Editorials Percentage (%) 
YES 1 0.28% 
NO 362 99.72% 
TOTAL: 363 100% 
Op-eds in Ming Pao (From 2014.09.01 to 2015.08.31)  
Related to the 
construction of the 3RS 
No. of Op-eds Percentage (%) 
YES 25 1.29% 
NO 1914 98.71% 
TOTAL: 1939 100% 
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Case 1: The Hong Kong Section of the Express Rail Link Construction Project 
 
 









Editorials in Apple Daily (From 2009.07.01 to 2010.06.30) 
Related to the High-
Speed Rail Controversy 
No. of Editorials Percentage (%) 
YES 5 1.60% 
NO 308 98.40% 
TOTAL: 313 100% 
Op-eds in Apple Daily (From 2009.07.01 to 2010.06.30)  
Related to the High-
Speed Rail Controversy 
No. of Op-eds Percentage (%) 
YES 30 2.71% 
NO 1077 97.29% 
TOTAL: 1107 100% 
Editorials in Apple Daily (From 2014.09.01 to 2015.08.31)  
Related to the 
construction of the 3RS 
No. of Editorials Percentage (%) 
YES 0 0% 
NO 311 100% 
TOTAL: 311 100% 
Op-eds in Apple Daily (From 2014.09.01 to 2015.08.31)  
Related to the 
construction of the 3RS 
No. of Op-eds Percentage (%) 
YES 8 0.56% 
NO 1413 99.44% 
TOTAL: 1421 100% 
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Case 1: The Hong Kong Section of the Express Rail Link Construction Project 
 
 








Op-eds in Oriental Daily News (From 2009.07.01 to 2010.06.30)  
Related to the High-
Speed Rail Controversy 
No. of Op-eds Percentage (%) 
YES 49 0.97% 
NO 4990 99.03% 
TOTAL: 5039 100% 
Editorials in Oriental Daily News (From 2014.09.01 to 2015.08.31)  
Related to the 
construction of the 3RS 
No. of Editorials Percentage (%) 
YES 3 0.82% 
NO 362 99.18% 
TOTAL: 365 100% 
Op-eds in Oriental Daily News (From 2014.09.01 to 2015.08.31)  
Related to the 
construction of the 3RS 
No. of Op-eds Percentage (%) 
YES 15 0.34% 
NO 4360 99.66% 
TOTAL: 4375 100% 
Editorials in Oriental Daily News (From 2009.07.01 to 2010.06.30) 
Related to the High-
Speed Rail Controversy 
No. of Editorials Percentage (%) 
YES 6 1.64% 
NO 359 98.36% 
TOTAL: 365 100% 
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Appendix C: The Coding Scheme of this thesis 
 
Title of the article:               Date:                    
Newspaper:                              Author:                  
 
Balance and diversity of viewpoints 
0= an article only included pro-HKS/3RS viewpoints  
1= an article only included anti-HKS/3RS viewpoints  
2= an article included both supporting and opposing viewpoints 
 
Throughout the article, how many sentences indicated a pro-HKS/3RS attitude?   
Throughout the article, how many sentences indicated an anti-HKS/3RS attitude?  
Total no. of sentences in that editorial/op-ed article:  
The author’s position towards the HKS/3RS project: Neutral (0) / Support (1) / 
Oppose (2) / Mixed (3) 
 
Reason-giving  
How many arguments that the author raised in his/her article?  
 
Completeness of justifications (based on the Discourse Quality Index): 
No justification (0) 
Inferior justification (1) 
Qualified justification (2) 
In-depth qualified justification (3) 
Sophisticated justification (4) 
In-depth sophisticated justification (5) 
 
Responsiveness and respectfulness 
Did the author respond to the opposing arguments? Yes (1) / No (0) / The author did 
not raise any opposing viewpoints throughout his/her article (999)  
 
If yes, how many opposing arguments were rebutted by the author? 
If yes, how many sentences were spent on rebuttal? 
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If yes, while the author was responding to the opposing arguments, did he/she 
indicate a respectful attitude towards the opposing arguments?  
 
No. of sentences that indicated a respectful attitude towards the opposing arguments: 
No. of sentences that indicated a disrespectful attitude towards the opposing 
arguments:  
No. of sentences that indicated a neutral attitude towards the opposing arguments: 
If the author did not include rebuttals throughout his/her article, assign a score of 
“999”. 
No. of sentences that indicated a respectful attitude towards the pro-HKS/3RS actors: 
No. of sentences that indicated a disrespectful attitude towards the pro-HKS/3RS 
actors:  
No. of sentences that indicated a neutral attitude towards the pro-HKS/3RS actors: 
 
No. of sentences that indicated a respectful attitude towards the anti-HKS/3RS 
actors: 
No. of sentences that indicated a disrespectful attitude towards the anti-HKS/3RS 
actors: 
No. of sentences that indicated a neutral attitude towards the anti-HKS/3RS actors: 
 
If the author did not mention the actors who support/oppose the construction of the 















Appendix D: The sample of text coding 
 
Title of the article: 興建三跑刻不容緩     Date:  01/04/2015         
Newspaper: Apple Daily                    Author: 朱國樑 (國泰航空行政
總裁)   
 
Balance and diversity of viewpoints 
0= An article only included pro-HKS/3RS viewpoints  
1= An article only included anti-HKS/3RS viewpoints  
2= An article included both supporting and opposing viewpoints 
 
Throughout the article, how many sentences indicated a pro-HKS/3RS attitude?  14   
Throughout the article, how many sentences indicated an anti-HKS/3RS attitude?  0   
Total no. of sentences in that editorial/op-ed article:    22   
The author’s stance towards the HKS/3RS project: Neutral (0) / Support (1) / 
Oppose (2) / Mixed (3) 
 
Reason-giving  
How many arguments that the author raised in his/her article?  2    
 
Completeness of the arguments (based on the Discourse Quality Index): 
No justification (0) 
Inferior justification (1) 
Qualified justification (2) 
In-depth qualified justification (3) x 2 times 
Sophisticated justification (4) 
In-depth sophisticated justification (5) 
 
Responsiveness and respectfulness 
Did the author rebut the opposing arguments? Yes (1) / No (0) / The author did not 
raise any opposing viewpoints throughout his/her article (999)  
 
If yes, how many opposing arguments were rebutted by the author?  999  
If yes, how many sentences were spent on rebuttal?  999   
 




No. of sentences that indicated a respectful attitude towards the opposing arguments: 
999 
No. of sentences that indicated a disrespectful attitude towards the opposing 
arguments:  999    
No. of sentences that indicated a neutral attitude towards the opposing arguments:  
999   
 
If the author did not include rebuttals throughout his/her article, assigned a score of 
“999”. 
 
No. of sentences that indicated a respectful attitude towards the pro-HKS/3RS actors: 
0   
No. of sentences that indicated a disrespectful attitude towards the pro-HKS/3RS 
actors:  0   
No. of sentences that indicated a neutral attitude towards the pro-HKS/3RS actors: 14  
 
No. of sentences that indicated a respectful attitude towards the anti-HKS/3RS 
actors: 0   
No. of sentences that indicated a disrespectful attitude towards the anti-HKS/3RS 
actors: 0    
No. of sentences that indicated a neutral attitude towards the anti-HKS/3RS actors: 0   
 
If the author did not mention actors who support/oppose the construction of the 


















Appendix D: The sample of text coding (In Detail) 
Title of the article: 興建三跑刻不容緩     Date:  01/04/2015         
Newspaper: Apple Daily                    Author: 朱國樑 (國泰航空行政
總裁)   
 
Balance and diversity of viewpoints 
0= An article only included pro-HKS/3RS viewpoints  
 

























Throughout the article, how many sentences indicated an anti-HKS/3RS attitude? 0 
Total no. of sentences in that editorial/op-ed article:  22   
The author’s stance towards the HKS/3RS project: Support (1)  
 
Reason-giving  
How many arguments that the author raised in his/her article?  2  
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不容緩。[in-depth qualified justification of 1st position] 
 






























為了香港的長期發展，三跑工程應盡快展開。[in-depth qualified justification 
of 2nd position] 
 
 
Responsiveness and respectfulness 
Did the author rebut the opposing arguments? The author did not raise any opposing 
viewpoints throughout his/her article (999)  
 
If yes, how many opposing arguments were rebutted by the author?  999  
If yes, how many sentences were spent on rebuttal? 999  
 
When the author was rebutting opposing arguments, did the author respond it in a 
respectful manner? 
No. of sentences that indicated a respectful attitude towards the opposing arguments:  
999    
No. of sentences that indicated a disrespectful attitude towards the opposing 
arguments: 999    
No. of sentences that indicated a neutral attitude towards the opposing arguments: 
999 
 
If the author did not include rebuttals throughout his/her article, assigned a score of 
“999”. 
 
No. of sentences that indicated a respectful attitude towards the pro-HKS/3RS actors: 
0 
No. of sentences that indicated a disrespectful attitude towards the pro-HKS/3RS 
actors:  0   




























No. of sentences that indicated a respectful attitude towards the anti-HKS/3RS 
actors: 0  
No. of sentences that indicated a disrespectful attitude towards the anti-HKS/3RS 
actors: 0   
No. of sentences that indicated a neutral attitude towards the anti-HKS/3RS actors: 0 
 
If the author did not mention actors who support/oppose the construction of the 




Appendix E: Average length of each analyzed article 
The case study of the HKS project 
Average length of each analyzed article 
(Figures below were rounded to the nearest two decimals places.) 
 Editorial & Op-ed 
Ta Kung Pao 28.85 sentences 
Ming Pao 36.79 sentences 
Apple Daily 22.37 sentences 
Oriental Daily News 13.13 sentences 
 
The case study of the 3RS project 
Average length of each analyzed article 
(Figures below were rounded to the nearest two decimals places.) 
  Editorial & Op-ed 
Ta Kung Pao 25.43 sentences 
Ming Pao 26.88 sentences 
Apple Daily 25.50 sentences 
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